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Government Film Commissioner Commissaire du gouvernement a la cinématographie 


Ottawa, 1989 


The Honorable Marcel Masse 
Minister of Communications 
Ottawa (Ontario) 


Sif, 


I have the honor of presenting to you, in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 20 (1) of the National Film Act, 1950, the 
fiftieth Annual Report of the work of the National Film Board for 
the year ended March 31, 1989. 


The report provides, as well, highlights of major events that took 
place at the Board during this fiscal period. 


Yours respectfully, 


Maye 


Joan Pennefather 
Government Film Commissioner and 
Chairperson of the National Film Board 
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It is my honor to present this Annual Report of the National Film Board of Canada both 
as its Chairperson and on behalf of my predecessor, Francois N. Macerola, who held this 
office until December 2, 1988. 


The year has been a most exciting and rewarding one for the National Film Board of Canada, 
a year which will long be remembered. The honors received during this 50th Anniversary 
have been exceptional and deeply gratifying. This year will be recorded as the one in which 
the world honored the NFB with a special Oscar from Hollywood, Canada’s Genie, a Palme 
d'or from Cannes, and almost a hundred other Canadian and international awards. 


The praise accorded the NFB by the Canadian public and the filmmaking community stands 
out as the highlight of this special year and must rightfully go to the creators, directors, 
producers, technicians, distribution and support staff, and film librarians of the NFB. Their 
work has secured the lasting impact of the NFB on the daily lives of Canadians. 


During the past year, we were all saddened by the deaths of composer Maurice Blackburn, 
wildlife filmmaker Bill Mason, filmwriter Gloria Demers and documentary filmmaker Donald 
Brittain. That their work remains with us is consolation for the loss of these much respected 
and talented artists. 


Films: produced and coproduced this year are shining examples of the NFB’s challenging 
mandate: to produce and distribute films which present to Canadians, on Canadian screens, 
a wide range of perspectives on our history, the issues of the day, and on our future, all 
created in the spirit of the NFB’s continuing purpose — to educate, to enlighten, and to 
inform and, very often, to dazzle the imagination and question the obvious. 


Be they documentary, fiction or animation films, the body of work emerging from the French 
and English programs of the NFB is designed to contribute to our understanding of ourselves 
and the potential of the human spirit. 


In carrying out its program, the NFB continues to support the creativity of its artists and 

_ filmmakers and to work with Canadian independents. It remains our commitment to deliver 
Canadian stories and perspectives to the screen, bringing together experienced filmmakers 
and new talent from across the country. 


As a public producer and distributor, it is also our commitment to assure, through our 
Employment Equity Program and an appropriate allocation of resources, that women, visible 
minorities, persons with disabilities, and Canada’s aboriginal peoples have the opportunity 
to bring their visions and talents to NFB programs and to Canadian screens. 


Technological advances should both enhance the telling of stories and improve their accessibi- 
lity. The Imax/Omnimax film The First Emperor of China, coproduced with China’s Xi'an 
Film Studio and the Canadian Museum of Civilization, and L ‘Anniversaire, a Fiftieth Anniversary 
celebration and computer animation breakthrough, both demonstrate the potential for advanced 
technologies to serve the interests of our cultural mandate. 


The NFB continues to be a major player not only in assuring access for filmmakers to the 
latest technologies, but in taking risks and accepting new challenges — pushing the cinematic 
art to new limits. 


At the NFB, to make films also means to make them available to the Canadian public. Again 
this year, we have entered into several third-party agreements to increase public access to 
our products. Thanks to the establishment of new services and new discount policies, our 
video collection has shown a significant growth, notably through public libraries. We will 
continue to use state-of-the-art electronic techniques to ensure that Canadians have far wider 
access to our works, in every part of the country. 


If there is one area where the NFB must also play a major role, it is in the production 
and distribution of Canadian audiovisual material for classrooms across the country. Two 
recent innovative NFB video series, now in distribution, are Perspectives in Science and Pour 
tout dire — both examples of multi-dimensional approaches to the use of film for education. 
And, since children and young people are avid television viewers, NFB programming will 
prioritize films for young people, and move towards increased use of videocassettes for the 
home. 


The NFB approaches the year 2000 with confidence. The accomplishments and honors of 
the past are the solid base for new and challenging films which will be inspired by the 
ideas, imagination and commitment of filmmakers. The respect garnered over the last fifty 


years is a precious legacy which will launch the NFB on a future planned with responsibility 
and foresight. 


Government Film Commissioner 
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Joan Pennefather 
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The First Emperor of China, a milestone in Imax'™ filmmaking 
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“If you don’t go to the NFB,” wrote one 
Toronto entertainment journalist, ‘‘it’ll 
come to you.”’ And indeed, it seems that 
the activities marking the NFB’s fifty years 
of excellence in filmmaking have en- 
couraged Canadian filmgoers to join in the 
celebrations. A fifty-year anniversary is a 
cause for celebration — and also an ap- 
propriate time for reflection. 


The fiftieth year was heralded with a mes- 
sage of peace as young Students Against 
Global Extermination (SAGE) stepped onto 
centre stage to voice their desires. Their 
quest for peace took the form of a drive 
across Canada in Mile Zero: The SAGE Tour. 
Bonnie Sherr Klein of the Women’s Studio, 
well-known for her provocative work Not 
a Love Story — A Film about Pornography 
hit the road to record the cross-country trip 
of a group of high school students. Their 
mission: to talk about nuclear disarmament 
and, most of all, to convince young Cana- 
dians they can make a difference. “They 
didn't know if they could change people’s 
thinking,’ the Montreal Gazette records, 
‘but they knew they wanted to try.”’ By 
the time the students, traveling from east 
to west, reach ‘‘Mile Zero’’ on Vancouver 
Island, they have learned much about them- 
selves and their peers. 


The Pacific Studio's Bombs Away, directed 
by Peg Campbell, uses dramatic rather than 
documentary form to show the effect of 
nuclear war on an Asian-Canadian high 
school girl's imagination, and her attempts 
to come to terms with the unthinkable. 


Satellite Symphony, coproduced with Alan 
Handel Productions, presents a more inter 
national — and musical — view of this 
quest for world survival. Three choirs in 
San Francisco, Geneva and Moscow, hooked 
up by satellite, each sing the stirring Ode 
to Joy from Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, 
in simultaneous link-up. Meanwhile, in 
Montreal's Place des Arts, a fourth choir ac 
companied by the World Philharmonic Or 
chestra sets the tempo. Art and technology 
truly complement each other here. In 
1988-1989 this film and 47 other English 
Program projects benefited from the sup 
port of the Independent Production Program 
Fund which was initiated by Communica 
tions Canada in June 1988 to support films 
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Four young Canadians embark on a journey for 
peace in the film Mile Zero: The SAGE Tour 


Bombs Away uses drama to show the effect of 
nuclear war on an Asian-Canadian high school 
girl’s imagination. 


proposed by the private sector. The fund 
is administered by the English and French 
Program branches; this year $3 million 
were earmarked for the English Program 
Branch and $2 million for the French 
Program Branch 


The Film Board built yet another interna 
tional bridge this year with The First Em 
peror of China, a coproduction with China's 
Xi'an Film Studio and the Canadian Muse 
um of Civilization. Guided by co-directors 
Tony lanzelo and Liu Hao Xue, NFB cameras 
relate the story of this warrior king who 
united what became the Chinese empire 

and take us to the inner sanctum of Qin 


Shihuang's royal palace 


The Cat Came Back was nominated for an Oscar and won many 


international awards 


[he spectacular imagery of Imax with its 
superb clarity and resolution create a larger- 
than-life effect of the subterranean tomb 
and its enclosed army of terra cotta statues. 
World-wide theatrical release of The First 
Emperor of China will take place through- 
out 1989, with the Film Board undertak- 
ing distribution 


Another example of the technological 
wizardry of Imax is Colin Low's Emergency 
Urgence, coproduced by the Board and 
Lavalin Inc. The film uses a dramatic story 
line to focus on advances in medical tech 
nology in Canada; the first program inves 
tigates the progress made in cardiology 
State-of-the-art computer-generated tech 
niques developed by the Computer Anima 
tion Centre highlight some of the medical 
sequences. Emergency/Urgence had_ its 


debut on June 15, 1988 at Montreal's Old 


Port, as part of Expotec’s second edition, 


and attracted more than 280,000 viewers 


his year, as in past years, animation 


productions continued their record of suc 


cess. ‘The Cat Came Back is well on its way 


educational resource. 


to a long life,’ wrote Paul McKie of the 
Winnipeg Free Press. Cordell Barker's film 


_ is a zany reworking of the children’s sing- 


along song about Old Mr. Johnson’s attempt 
to get rid of his little yellow cat. It’s safe 
to say that the song will never be quite the 
same again. Produced by the Prairie Studio, 
The Cat Came Back was shown in Cana- 
dian theatres with the John Cleese film A 
Fish called Wanda and seen by at least 
1,500,000 people. It was included in the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s retro- 
spective of animated short films aired on 
March 9, and continued its success by 
coming back with awards from film festivals 
in Zagreb, Los Angeles, Chicago, Rouyn- 
Noranda, and Shanghai, won a Genie for 
best animated short, and was nominated 
for an Oscar 


The Wanderer/L 'Etranger by George Ungar 
won the Jury Prize at the Montreal World 
Film Festival. The film takes a story by 
Quebec playwright and novelist Michel 
Tremblay to tell a cautionary tale about 
greed and covetousness, and what happens 
when a mysterious stranger comes to town 
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The Dingles is an ideal film for home viewing, and a wonderful 


Canada’s history is seen through 50 years of 
NEB productions in the Anniversary vignette. 
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The Wanderer/L’Ftranger is a screen adaptation of a short story by 


Quebec writer Michel Tremblay 


Often when the NFB decides to toot its own 
horn and celebrate, as it did this 50th An 
niversary year, it does so with animation 
And thus George Geertsen s Anniversary 
vignette was born, a 60-second animated his 
tory of Canada seen through NFB productions 


lohn Weldon's animation film Of Dice and 
Men teaches mathematics and probability 
oncluding that, when it comes to accura 


there's always safety in 


In stausuics 
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gentle comedy featuring the whimsical 
M gle a i¢ ree cat 

There were more than words of praise from 
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Japan picked up a pair of films on Glenn 
Gould for home video distribution, and the 
War series was sold in Belgium. And in 
France, 30 hours of NFB programming were 
sold to TV Monde and Planete 


I can't think of another film I ve seen in 
recent memory where the audience has 


nvolved... It's one of 


been as emotionally 
the vear’s 10 best films,’’ commented Will 
Aitken of CBC Radio on the film 7o a Safer 


Place. Since its Canadian release, To a Safer 


Place has been screened at the London Film 


Festival and bought by the British Broad 
casting Corporation. It has been shown on 
PBS, and was also picked up for broadcast 
in Europe, Australia and Japan. The film is 


scheduled to be shown on CBC-TY in th 
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English and French networks of TVOntario 
screened NFB features and documentaries 
among them Reckoning: The Political Eco 
nomy of Canada. The pay TV networks 
aired NFB productions too, with First Choice 
programming 15 films, including Giles 
Walker’s The Last Straw, and Superchann 
showing works such as Waterv alker by Bil 


Mason. Buster Keaton Rides Again by John 


Spotton, and Railrodder by Gerald Potterton 


Cable channels, Vision TV, the Fan Chal 
Ie were also ¢ el { 
of | | produc 
new speciaity, mu tifaith channe ( 
plores lif from the perspectv | 
values: its cornerstone programn 
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Wednesday 's Children is a series of six short fiction films focusing on 
teenagers in trouble 


such as A House Divided and Mr. Nobody, 
both directed by Lyn Wright, Dark Lulla 
bies directed by Irene Angelico and Abbey 
Jack Neidik, and Gil Cardinal’s Foster Child 
As well, the North-South program on third 
world issues created another outlet for NFB 
productions, programming 13 films between 
December and March 


The creation of the Family Channel opened 
up another venue for NFB titles, and the 
Nature Probe slot contracted for a dozen 
films. Also YTV, directed towards-children. 


adolescents and families, with a mix of 


documentary, drama and animation, pur 
chased some 20 hours of NFB programming 


To improve public access to NFB films, pub- 
lic libraries are being used to advantage. In 
Ontario, the Outreach Program has brought 
new films to communities, and numerous 
libraries have purchased the Just for Kids 
video package. And in Cineplex and Famous 
Players theatres, NFB short subjects are once 
again appearing in 45 mm format. 


The National Film Board has been many 
things to many people over its first fifty 
years, and has always remained true to its 
mission as a public producer and distribu- 
tor dealing with Canadian issues. This year, 
the Branch focused on three priority au- 
diences: children and youth, women, and 
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special interest groups. Targeting these au- 
diences is a way of reaffirming the NFB 
commitment to hard-hitting, point-of-view 
documentaries. 


Realizing that the educational sector's 
preferred learning tool is video, the Board 
organized a Video Awareness campaign, 
directed at elementary and secondary school 
librarians and principals, to promote NFB 
school level video collections. Cross-country 
launching included the Wednesday's Chil- 
dren series, a video package complete with 
an introductory video and user’s guide. 
Multimedia Studio G embarked on a con- 
version program, reformatting filmstrips, 
either by straight transfer or enhanced elec- 
tronic animation techniques, to give edu- 
cators a wider choice of NFB multimedia 
titles on video. 


The Perspectives in Science series from Mul- 
timedia Studio G reflects the decision by the 
English Program Branch to step up its 
programming for young people. Perspectives 
uses real-life drama and the interactive ap- 
proach to heighten the relevance of science 
in people’s lives. Says Julie Stanfel, the 
series producer, ‘Eighty per cent of kids 
don’t go into careers in science. We think 
that’s because they don’t see how science 
impacts on their lives. We show them 
everyday situations that they might con- 
front in their lives outside the classroom.’ 
Stanfel and her co-workers use the social 
inquiry method, which also makes the 
series useful in social studies classes, and 
the interactive approach means that 
teachers and students can move through the 
programs at their own pace. The series is 
designed for grades 7 to 10; three programs 
are in circulation — A Test of Time, on 
toxic waste; Waiting for the Flies to Die, 
on biotechnology ; Deadlines, on water; and 
three more are in production — forestry, 
soil and air. To help in classroom use, the 
programs are complemented by a half-hour 
introductory video and a 60-page teacher's 
guide. Perspectives in Science can boast an 
impressive customer satisfaction rate: 
97.6% of teachers who tested it wanted 
to keep the videos to use with their 
students. 


The social interest audience was again well 
served by the Film Board, with issues of 
family, Native people, mental health and 


Perspectives in Science is an innovative video series for science teaching. 


labor in the forefront. John Paskiewich and 
the Prairie Studio took us to the Northern 
Alberta settlement of a group of Russian Or- 
thodox peasants who believe they are the 
last true Christians on earth in The Old Be- 


lievers 


Tom Berry's drama Something about Love 
enacts a family tragedy that is becoming in- 
creasingly common: what are grown chil- 
dren to do with parents who can no longer 
take care of themselves, but who still crave 
independence? Aaron Kim Johnston's The 
Crown Prince zeroes in on family patterns 
that develop around conjugal violence, and 
shows how two siblings react differently to 
the violence in their home 


Native director Alanis Obomsawin, who 
grew up with the smell of ash and sweet 
grass at her Abenaki home, turned to the 
darker side of Montreal to show what hap 
pens to young Native people when they 
reach the city in No Address. For Obomsa 
win, films are a ‘‘bridge’’ so Native people 


can be heard 


Vo Address explores the reasons why young 


Native people leave their communities 


The Old Believers gives a fascinating account of a family 
clinging to ancient traditions. 
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The docudrama See No Evil... investigates a 
controversial industrial accident and the 
ensuing legal battle 


Vot by Choice is part of the Without Work 
series which focuses on the theme of 
unemployment 


Pierre Lasry’s The Myth of Mental Illness 
interweaves the story of one man’s break- 
down with interviews with renowned psy- 
chiatrists to tell a story of dissolution and 
recovery. 


Set against a sinister factory landscape, Paul 
Cowan's documentary See No Evil is a 
gritty confrontation story of worker safe- 
ty. Beginning with an industrial accident 
in November of 1979 that maimed and 
blinded a worker named Terry Ryan, Cowan 
tells the story of Stan Grey, the union safety 
rep for the plant, who takes on the Ontario 
Labour Relations Board and the Ministry of 
Labour itself in his search for justice for 
Terry Ryan. See No Evil won a prize for 
its narration at the Atlantic Film and Video 
Festival in Halifax. Lindsay Brown of the 
Halifax Daily News called it “provocative 
and thoroughly damning.” See No Evil was 
launched in cities nation-wide in February 
and broadcast on Vision TV in March. 


The Without Work series is part of the 
National Screen Institute —- Canada 
DramaLab program. Directed, written and 
produced by DramaLab participants under 
the direction of Wolf Koenig and Penny 
Ritco, the series revolves around the theme 
of unemployment. As the Lab’s name im- 
plies, its goal is to hone the skills of writers, 
directors and producers who work within 
the format of 15-minute dramas. The series 
includes Killing Time by David Wellington, 
Is Everyone Here Crazy ? by Gail Singer, The 
Drive Away by David Vainola, Sidetracked 
by Jean Bourbonnais, Not by Choice by 
Geoff Bowie and The Buddy System by 
Allen Schinkel, and is slated for screening 
at the June 1989 Banff Television Festival. 


Still on the subject of training, the Oppor- 
tunities Program is devoted to creating fu- 
ture filmmakers in the field of animation. 
Neophytes have the chance to work with 
experienced animators and specialists. Es- 
tablished in 1983, the Opportunities Pro- 
gram put two works into production this 
year: Wendy Tilby’s Strings and Craig 
Welch's No Problem. 
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The Saskatchewan Film Development 
Project is another program aimed at provid- 
ing training opportunities in all aspects of 
film production and distribution, as well as 
encouraging independent producers. The 
project is a joint venture between Sas- 
katchewan’s Department of Parks, Recrea- 
tion, and Culture and the NFB, with the 
provincial Department providing most of the 
funds. So far, one half-hour production, 
The Great Electrical Revolution, has been 
completed and a series of three one-hour 
films is in the pre-production phase. 


The Program to Assist Films in the Private 
Sector, or PAFPS, helps new filmmakers 
who are working individually or within a 
co-op or non-profit association. This year 
PAFPS assisted 47 films with pre- and post- 
production internal costs. Richard Michaud, 
coordinator of the program, points to 
Andrea Sadler's Mythologies as a success- 
ful example. This 15-minute short is a 
country-and-western fantasy in which film- 
maker and singer merge identities. 


A week-long workshop was held in July of 
1988 for women documentary writers, sup- 
ported by the Employment Equity 
Program. Thirteen writers from diverse 
regions and backgrounds attended the 
Documentary Writers Training Program, led 
by the late Donald Brittain, to study 
documentary approaches and styles. The 
workshop has already proved fruitful: six 
of the participants have since contributed 
to NFB writing and research activities. 


Studio D, the Women’s Studio, prepared to 
launch its restructuring process. The ra 
tionale behind the move is to integrate NFB 
women filmmakers and their perspective 
into the drama and documentary studios, 
opening up Studio D to independent and 
first-time women filmmakers from across 
Canada to help develop a broader base 
of Canadian women filmmakers, and pro 
vide opportunities and training for another 
generation of women. In line with Film 
soard objectives, emphasis was put on films 
by visible minority women, with works 
such as Claire Prieto's Older, Stronger 
Wiser, and Maureen Judges Unnatural 


Causes aboul poet Lillian Allen 


No Way! Not Me is one of the films in the series The Feminization of 
Poverty. 


This year saw the revitalization of the 
Federal Women’s Film Program. A joint pro 
gram of the Film Board and various govern 
ment agencies and departments, the FWFP’'s 
mandate is to support women’s films con 
cerned with issues of social justice. The 
FWEP under the direction of Chantal 
30wen brings together Studio D, directed 
by Rina Fraticelli of the English Program 
ranch and the Regards de femmes Pro 
gram, directed by Josée Beaudet of the 
French Program Branch. Currently in pro 
duction are documentaries about women 
and agriculture, immigrant working 


women, and elderly women as consumers 


The Women’s Marketing Group hit a new 


= 


stride this year. The group gets behind at 
film concerning women, with marketing 


s 


aimed to reach the 6,000 grassroo 


women’s organizations across the country 


S 


This vear some two dozen of these filn 


reached cable distribution on channels suc 
as Avalon in Newfoundland, Skyline in the 


Ottawa region and the Knowledge Network 
in British Columbia. The Womens Mar 
keting Group also promotes video rental 
through NFB 
Ochrvmovich's No Way! Not Me, about 


libraries Ariadne 


teenage pregnancy, was al the top of the 


rental list. Anne Henderson's Holding Our 


Ground, about community groups in Cebu 
City, the Philippines, points up the Group's 
wide-ranging marketing plans. The film was 
shown to non-government organizations 
concerned with third world development, 
ran on Vision TV in March, and also reached 
the usual venues for a film of this kind 


Many NFB films still find inspiration in our 


natural and human environment. The 
Pacific Studio's Land above the Trees, by 
Mike Collier, portrays the flora and fauna 
of the high country that few of us have ever 
seen. And Jy Chiperzak’s Return of the Swift 
Fox made at the Prairie Studio, which 


premiered in January on CBC’s Nature of 


Things, tells how a near-extinct mammal 
was successfully reintroduced to the 


prairies 


Filmmakers making films with and about 
other artists has always been part of the 
Film Board experience. This year the Atlan- 
tic Studio paid tribute to Margaret Perry, 
filmmaker, in a work of the same name. 
As Les Kriszan shows us, Perry was a 
pioneer in capturing images of eastern 
Canada, and was one of the NFB’s artisans. 
Brian Pollard and Mike Mahoney gave us 
A Wake for Milton, an irreverent and en- 
tirely fitting posthumous tribute to Milton 
Acorn, the People’s Poet. Don Winkler deli- 
vered two portraits of Canadian writers: Al 
Purdy and Ralph Gustafson. Subtitled A 
Sensitive Man, the film on Purdy shows 
the poet's sensitivity to be of the swagger- 
ing, tender-tough type; his poetry was 
formed by the school of hard knocks, by 
riding the rails and working the lumber 
camps. Winter Prophecies on Gustafson’s 
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Return of the Swift Fox looks at a Prairie experiment to preserve an 
endangered species. 


The inspiring story of Filipino women trying to acquire land of their 
own unfolds in the film Holding Our Ground. 


The life of an exceptional film pioneer is 
related in Margaret Perry - Filmmaker 


Lypa introduces the renowned Inuit hunter-artist, Pitsiulak. 


work, which is strongly identified with 
Quebec's Eastern Townships, derives from 
a more gentle experience. 


Rick Therrien of the Northwest Studio con- 
tributed a portrait of painter Margaret Peter- 
son in his film Beyond the Sun. Peterson 
traveled the globe before finding a new 
vocabulary of color and form among the 
North West Coast Indians. Shelagh Mack- 
enzie and Sharon Van Raalte’s Lypa also 
shows how art springs from the land 
through the Inuk artist Pitsiulak’s sculpture 
and graphic works. 


This year more than ever, NFB films moved 
beyond Canadian borders for their stories; 
like Bob Diemert, the airplane restorer from 
Carmen, Manitoba, who takes his planes 
south in Stephen Low's The Defender. In 
Growing up in the World next Door, David 
Springbett shows us three young people at 
six-year intervals, before and after develop 
ment projects had come to their villages in 
Nepal, Kenya, and St. Vincent in the 
Caribbean 


Film Board productions investigate the me 
dia too. Mary Armstrong's Images for 
Export pulls back the wraps from the 

hearts and minds’ campaign conducted 
by El Salvador’s government, while Peter 


Raymont'’s The World is Watching 


produced by Investigative Productions Inc., 
with NFB participation, goes behind the 
scenes to reveal the business of reporting 
the news in Nicaragua. Wherever NFB 
cameras travel, they always take with them 
a Canadian concern for justice and equality. 


The National Film Board moves into the 
next century powered by a strong sense of 
priorities. The accent on programming for 
children and young people will provide the 
Board with an active and attentive audience 
for a long time to come. Five decades of 
NFB filmmaking have demonstrated perfec 
tion of the craft and have resulted in a 
world-class team of film artists and artisans. 
And they are doing more than 
making films — they are “‘sharing our 
vision." 
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The Defender focuses on Bob Diemert, a man with a high-flying dream 


A retired painter in Victoria is the subject of 
Beyond the Sun - a portrait of Margaret 
Peterson 
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Quebec became a celebrated American author and the most authentic cowboy of Hollywood 


FRENCH PROGRAM BRANCH 
Seueseeeepeeeeeeeesn 


“Nations don’t need air to breath,’ says 
filmmaker Jacques Godbout. ‘They need 
myths.’’ This year, which marked the be- 
ginning of the National Film Board's 50th 
Anniversary celebrations, the French Pro- 
gram Branch added a new legend to the 
Quebec imagination. His name is Ernest 
Dufault, a wandering Canadian, part ex- 
plorer, part writer who, under the assumed 
name of Will James, became a well-known 
American novelist and the most authentic 
cowboy in all of Hollywood. 


Alias Will James is more than a film about 
a man in exile. It is a documentary that goes 
beyond the realm of the symbolic to reach 
into the mystical. “‘One of the most signifi- 
cant documentaries in Quebec cinema,’ was 
the judgement of Jean Paré, Editor-in-Chief 
of the magazine L’Actualité, ‘‘because it 
reveals a kind of motherlode, a deep strain 
of the Quebec psyche never before addressed 
in social or political analysis.” 


This film, launched at the Montreal World 
Film Festival and broadcast on Radio- 
Canada’s Les Beaux Dimanches has proved 
to be one of the NFB’s crowning achieve- 
ments. Through its mastery and relevance, 
Alias Will James is the perfect summing-up 
for the collection of six films entitled 
L’Américanité, produced by Eric Michel, 
whose themes are territorial exploration, 
American writers of French origin, and the 
consumer society. ‘Without this series,”’ 
Jacques Godbout notes, ‘‘I would never have 
broached the subject so directly.” 


If the Film Board informs us about who we 
are, it also questions our assumptions. Dur 
ing this last year, no documentary raised 
as much controversy as Disparaitre. This 
two-hour film, directed by Jean-Francois 
Mercier, is the first of the explorations in 
the Enjeux d'une nation series produced by 
Raymond Gauthier. The goal of this series 
is to incite the public to reflect on the major 
issues that face Canadian society in general 
and Quebec society in particular 


Investigating the effects of the falling birth 
rate in Quebec, the film expresses concern 
over the destiny of the French-Canadian na 
tion, in both the long and short term. Near 
ly 800,000 viewers watched its television 


Disparaitre questions the survival of the 
French-Canadian culture. 


premiere last February 12, on Radio- 
Canada’s Les Beaux Dimanches 


Also last February, the Septiémes Rendez 
vous du cinéma québécois presented no less 
than 36 NFB productions. This year, the 
L.E. Ouimet-Molson award, given by the As 
sociation québécoise des critiques de cine 
ma, was bestowed on Kalamazoo, directed 
by Marc-André Forcier, for the best feature 
film, L’Art de tourner en rond - 2° partie, 
by Maurice Bulbulian, picked up the André 
Leroux award for the best medium-length 
feature 


Pour tout dire, a series of six short fiction 
films, is an example of the Film Board's 
commitment to education. Created by 
Colette Blanchard and Raymond Gauthier 
and directed by Robert Favreau, this series 
provides teachers of French as a second lan 
guage with a learning tool designed for 
adolescents. The vigorous marketing cam 
paign undertaken last October bore fruit: as 


of March 31, 1989, more than 1,400 series 


cassettes had been sold. Pour tout dire was 
highly praised by teachers and students 
alike 


The Quebec Networks Program carries out 
ongoing promotion and distribution of NFB 
products in Quebec’s institutional sectors 
(education, social affairs, etc.), for televi 
sion, theatrical release, videoclubs and li- 
braries. For example, two promotion cam- 
paigns were directed towards videoclubs 
There was the promotion of C'est la 
premiere fois que j'la chante, a portrait of 
the late Félix Leclerc, composed of excerpts 
of five NFB productions from the 1950s 
linked with commentary written by Marcel 
Dubé and read by Monique Leyrac. And then 
there was On les choisit... parce que ¢a nous 
ressemble, a collection of 17 films produced 
by the NFB, available to videoclubs and the 
general public. In the library milieu, new 
distribution agreements were concluded to 


of Félix Leclerc. 


increase the availability of Film Board 
productions in many Canadian cities. 


NFB French productions took to the air- 
waves in greater numbers in Canada. In all, 
95 productions were screened on a variety 
of channels; TVOntario alone programmed 
44 films. Thirty-three films were presented 
by Ciné-Acadie, a large-scale Acadian film 
retrospective shown by Radio-Canada’s 
Télévision-Atlantique every Friday night 
from January to April 1989, as part of the 
NFB’s 50th Anniversary celebrations. On the 
national network, Radio-Canada broadcast 
37 documentaries. 


For the first time, the TVA network gave 
the NFB a choice spot for a two-hour show, 
followed by a discussion, on March 10, 
1989. The film was Un soleil entre deux 
nuages, a hard-hitting documentary directed 
by Marquise Lepage, about children fight- 
ing incurable diseases 


[22 


Children struggling for life against sickness express themselves with 
wisdom beyond their years in Un soleil entre deux nuages. 


“Cest la premiere fois que j'la chante’’ is a surprisingly warm portrait 


Un soleil entre deux nuages, one of 17 docu- 
mentaries launched this year by the French 
Program Branch, examines death and hap- 
piness, life and suffering, subjects rendered 
even more eloquent because the lives of 
children are at stake. This extraordinarily 
sensitive film shows that the documentary 
tradition is alive and well at the Film Board. 


As does A force de bras, directed by Jean- 
Thomas Bédard to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the Saguenay—Lac-Saint- 
Jean region. This documentary carefully re- 
traces the saga of the kingdom of the Sague- 
nay, and shows the NFB can be a masterful 
history teacher. Liberty Street Blues by 
André Gladu is also based on historical fact: 
this time it’s New Orleans jazz. Like the 
music that inspires it, this work, shown at 
the New Orleans Jazz Festival in Louisiana, 
is both rhythmical and passionate. 


Shot in China, Diane Beaudry’s L’Autre 
Muraille, part of the series entitled De Shan- 
ghai a Rio : l’enjeu des femmes, a coproduc- 
tion with Ciné-Contact Inc., shows us that, 
from peasants to corporate directors, 
Chinese women of all ages are torn between 
a feudal past and modern aspirations. 


Documentary programming is based on in- 
depth research and an_all-but-obsessive 
quest for truth, whatever the nature of the 
subject. Nicola Zavaglia’s L’Espoir violent 
is perhaps one of the most authentic 
documentaries ever made on mental illness. 
In this disturbing film, human beings, 
prisoners of their own minds as well as of 
society, express their suffering, their com- 
plaints and their expectations, calling for 
more attention to their needs and desires, 
as part of an overall respect for human dig- 
nity. No one can see this film without be- 
ing moved. 


These topics also figure in Johanne Prégent’s 
film La peau et les Os. Inspired by histori- 
cal fact and contemporary cases, this 
docudrama, shown last October at the Fes- 
tival International du nouveau cinéma et 
de la vidéo — Montréal, explores two psy- 
chological disorders that have become more 
prevalent among young people: anorexia 
and bulimia. The film’s intensely human 
perspective and up-to-date subject matter ex- 
plain its success; it played for several weeks 


A force de bras takes a journey to the world of 
Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean. 


at Montreal's Cinéma Parisien and at Ciné- 
ma Place Québec in Quebec City, exception- 
ally long runs for a docudrama. 


Diane Létourneau explores a more serene 
world in her latest film on twins, Comme 
deux gouttes d’eau. More than a series of 
anecdotes on people labeled by science as 
monozygotes, this work reflects upon the 
couple and the desire for oneness sugges- 
ted by the paradoxical situation of those 
who are born in twos. Broadcast on Les 
Beaux Dimanches on February 5, Comme 
deux gouttes d'eau successfully attracted an 
audience of 665,000 viewers. 


Liberty Street Blues reveals the many facets of 
New Orleans jazz in a colorful and musical 
spectacle. 


Inspired by contemporary cases, La Peau et les 
Os (Skin and Bones) explores two psychological 
disorders, anorexia and bulimia, which are 
becoming more and more prevalent among 
young people 


L'Autre Muraille introduces Chinese women of 
all ages caught between their feudal heritage 
and their modern aspirations 


Photo: Ly 


Singulier Pluriel looks at the current phenomenon of rebuilding a family 


unit. 


The Regards de femmes Program looks into 
a new social phenomenon — double- 
barreled families — with two films direc- 
ted by Nicole Chicoine. The first of Chi- 
coine’s documentaries, entitled Singulier 
Pluriel, follows the adventures of two cou- 
ples as they attempt the hard task of rebuild- 
ing a new family unit. In On a pus les 
parents qu on avait, the director presents 
the problem of the double-barreled family 
from the point of view of the children who 
have no choice about their new family 
members. These two films are slated for 
joint promotion next year 


Dagmar Gueissaz Teufel’s film L Intelligence 
du coeur questions the area of volunteer 
work, which has long been an almost ex 
clusively female occupation. A direct tran 
scription of life, this film is a pure example 
of cinematic position-taking in an area of 


social concert 


Monique Crouillére's D'un coup de pinceau 
takes a completely different approach to 
present Francine Simonin, the Swiss-born 
painter and printmaker who is well known 


in the Quebec art world. Designed like a 
spiral, the film moves around a central 
theme 


creation to take the artist 


of a retirement home. 


on a tour of the major issues that concern 
her. 


The Regards de femmes Program is primar- 
ily ‘‘an entrance where you show up sim- 
ply with a technical or professional 
background, and where being a woman is 
not a disadvantage, says producer Josée 
Beaudet.With the participation of the 
Employment Equity Program, Regard de 
femmes has initiated several projects invol- 
ving women in various professions; one 
such project enabled experienced camera as- 
sistant Nathalie Moliavko-Visotzky to move 
on to camera direction. 


The Employment Equity Program is well en- 
trenched in the French Program Branch. 
Training programs were held for women 
in filmmaking, including direction and tech- 
nical skills. One trainee, Marie-Claude 
Salvaille, went on to edit the sound for Un 
Soleil entre deux nuages. 


In the area of fiction films, Salut Victor, an 
intimate drama directed by Anne Claire 
Poirier, presents two charming gentlemen 
played by Jean-Louis Roux and Jacques 
Godin, whom fate has cast together in a 
retirement home. Salut Victor is part of the 
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Salut Victor is the story of a touching friendship between two residents 


first series of ten television films coproduced 
with four private sector producers. This 
new production experiment to make low 
budget feature films for prime time broad- 
cast on the Radio-Québec network owes its 
success in no small part to NFB participa- 
tion; the Board is producing two of the films 
and collaborating on the others. Salut Vic- 
tor won the Grand prix du public at the 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue Seventh Internation- 
al Film Festival in Rouyn-Noranda. In ad- 
dition, filmmaker Anne Claire Poirier 
received the Albert Tessier prize, a coveted 
honor awarded by the Quebec government. 


Jacques Leduc’s latest work, Trois pommes 


4 coté du sommeil, is based on a fairly com- 
plex set of events. The film tells the story 
of a day in a man’s life. A day like any 
other, except that this day happens to be 
the man’s fortieth birthday, and a time to 
take stock of his life. 


The authenticity of Jacques Leduc’s work 
was greeted enthusiastically. “Some view 
ers may have had all the existential crises 
they can stand,’’ wrote Richard Martineau 
in the weekly Voir, ‘‘but sincerity and rigor 
are always welcome on the screen. And 
that’s what makes Leduc’s film work.”’ 
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Lyne Charlebois 
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Trois pommes a c6té du sommeil retraces a day in the life of a 40-year- 
old Quebec man 


Trois pommes a coté du sommeil is sched 
uled for release in Montreal theatres in April 
1989 

Trois pommes a coté du sommeil, 
coproduced with the Groupe Malofilm, is 
the last of six fiction films coproduced with 
the private sector under a special agreement 
concluded with Telefilm Canada and the 
NFB in July of 1986. Kalamazoo by Marc 
André Forcier, coproduced with Les Ateliers 
du cinéma québécois, was also a product 


of this agreement 


rhe Independent Production Program Fund 
initiated by Communications Canada in June 
1988 to support films proposed by the pri 
vate sector is administered by the French 
and English Program branches. This year 
$2 million were earmarked for the French 
Program Branch and $4 million for the En 


ish Program Branch. Thanks to this fund 


the’ French Program Branch coproduced 
eight films this year, including Laura Laur 
rigitte Saur Films productior 
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the modern-day world. 


Inc., and Les trois Montréal by Michel 
Tremblay, coproduced with Les Productions 
Dix-huit Ltée. 


In the area of training, production got un- 
derway on the fiction film Sous les draps, 
les étoiles. The film is by Jean-Pierre Gariépy 
whose screenplay was chosen by the jury 
of the First French Feature Film Contest in 
augurated in 1987 to commemorate the 
Board's 50th Anniversary 


The National Film Board has always played 
an important role in helping young film 
makers, for example, by providing exchange 
programs with Brazil, or by encouraging 
creativity through ACIQ Aide au ciné 
ma indépendant du Québec. Through its 
Quebec Networks, the Film Board collabo 
rated on the production of 62 private-sector 
films, 35 of which were completed this 
year. As film critic Marcel Jean notes, ‘‘This 
adds up to considerable technical support 
without which most of these films would 


never have seen the light of day 


Pierre Gros d'Aillon 
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Jésus de Montréal (Jesus of Montréal) transposes the life of Christ into 


launched by La Société générale des indus 
tries culturelles — Québec (SOGIC) and by 
Radio-Québec, a project designed for young 
screenwriters. The eighth edition of the 
Cinéaste recherché(e) contest, launched by 
the Animation Program to aid young fran 
cophone filmmakers produce their first 
professional animated film, was crowned 
by Michelle Cournoyer’s project entitled La 


Basse-cour 


On another front, some 30 workshops on 
animation filmmaking took place in a variety 
of learning institutions. Based on L Homme 
de papier, Jacques Giraldeau’s film on anima 
tion techniques, these workshops are de 
signed to interest young people in this type 
of filmmaking — to prepare for the future 
At the very heart of the Animation Studio 
is a program known as Film d auteurs. 1 


studio’s productions always bring together 
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Nocturnes, a film on inspiration and musical creativity. 


Aubry, was presented at the Montreal World 
Film Festival. The film also received a spe- 
cial mention for the quality and originality 
of its special effects at the Sixth Interna- 
tional Carrousel of Film at Rimouski, Que- 
bec, in September of 1988. 


Creation has always inspired animation 
filmmakers; in Suzanne Gervais’ L Atelier, 
art is the theme, as seen through the rap- 
port between a sculptress and her model. 
But animation can also be used for a more 
social mission, as in Nathaél et la chasse 
aux phoques by Yvon Larochelle and André 
Chapdelaine. This film is a plea for the seal 
fishers of the Iles-de-la-Madeleine. 


In Ottawa, last October, at the Internation- 
al Animation Film Festival, Pierre Hébert 
won the Norman McLaren Heritage Award 
for his contribution to the art form. This 
prize was created by Asifa-Canada and Guy 
Glover, and named after McLaren. Hébert’s 
most recent film, La lettre d'amour, is an 
improvised performance bringing together 
dance, music, writing, and etching directly 
on film 


Claude Cloutier’s first film, Le Colporteur, 
The Persistent Peddler, which is close to 
comic-strip technique, examines the ways 
and means of a salesman and a buyer in 
the natural state. This humorous short 
fable was later selected for official compe- 


Le Colporteur/The Persistent Peddler examines the ways and means of a 
peddler and a buyer in the natural state. 


tition in the short feature category for the 
42nd Cannes Film Festival, and it also won 
an honorable mention from the Telbec prize 
jury at the Abitibi-Témiscamingue Seventh 
International Film Festival. 


Jacques Drouin, whose accomplishments in- 
clude the promotional clip celebrating the 
25th Anniversary of the Cinématheéque qué- 
bécoise, joined with Francine Paquin of the 
Graphic Arts Studio to create the 50th An- 
niversary poster, using the Alexeieff-Parker 
pin-screen technique. 


On the leading edge of technology, the Com- 
puter Animation Centre enjoyed an active 
year. The Centre’s objective is to develop 
new computer-assisted techniques for cine- 
ma generally, and specifically animation, 
and to produce experimental films explor- 
ing the possibilities and characteristics of 
these new techniques. It is with this 
challenge in mind that Doris Kochanek, 
Research Analyst in Computer Graphics, 
created the synthesized computer-generated 
images of the beating heart in Colin Low’s 
Imax production Emergency/Urgence, and 
also brought her valuable collaboration to 
the firework sequences of the film L’An- 
niversaire, designed and directed by Marc 
Aubry, and Michel Hébert, designer of the 
NFB’s three-dimensional 50th Anniversary 
logo 


L’Atelier demonstrates the power of creation 
through the rapport between a sculptress and 
her model. 


Synthesized computer-generated images of the human heart are 
integrated into the Imax™ film Emergency/Urgence. 


By using mainly local talent for its produc- 
tion activities in Acadia, Ontario and in the 
West, Program hors Québec reflects the 
character of the diverse francophone cul- 
tures of the country. The people of Saint 
Isidore de Bellevue in Saskatchewan, 
Bonnyville in Alberta, Saint-Pierre Jolys 
in Manitoba and Vancouver in British 
Columbia, all lent an enthusiastic hand on 
the Franc-Ouest collection 


This collection was the cornerstone of the 
Program hors Québec this year. For some 
time now, the NFB has been looking for 
a way to sensitize young Francophones 
from western Canada to their history, as 
well as their cultural and linguistic heritage 
In cooperation with the ministries of edu 
ation of the four western provinces, the 
took form. The result was 
four short features, La nouvelle au village, 


Paul et Moustache, Le message de Cornipo 


and 0 / accent devient grave, direct 
ed by Jean Bourbonnais and produced by 
[hérése Descary , for students in the 9-to-12 


The computer-animated L’Anniversaire celebrates the 50th Anniversary 


of the National Film Board of Canada. 


fisherman’’ as he was called, became the 
first Acadian to take the reins of power in 
his province. Through the portrait of this 
great reformer, Chiasson sketches the 
tumultuous decade that rendered New 
Brunswick a modern, democratic province 
Robichaud confirms the Film Board as 
master of the documentary. These two 
projects from Program hors Québec will be 
launched in early summer 1989 


In Ontario, one event attracted the parti 
cular attention of the media: “‘le cinéma 
québécois aujourd’hui: regards sur le 
documentaire,’’ where films from Quebec 
received a more than expected positive and 
extensive coverage. The Film Board en 
gineered this promotional operation with 
the help of partners from Quebec and 
Ontario 


The French Program Branch has succeed 
ed in widening its perspectives, producing 


films for reflection which are characterized 


by the pertinence of the subjects chosen 
In this way, it assumes its responsibility as 
a communicator and meets its objective to 


provide an ever better service for its publi 
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Robichaud, the great Acadian reformist who 
guided the destiny of New Brunswick from 
1960 to 1970 
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Anne Claire Poirier’s Salut Victor was filmed entirely on the Board’s shooting stage 


aE | 
teal 


\28| 


SERVICES DIVISION 
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At the Film Board, the Services Division acts 
as a master craftsperson behind the scenes. 
But if its expertise is to flourish, it must 
be passed on to others. And for that reason, 
technical training is a priority. The eleven 
training seminars that are part of the 
Employment Equity Program are based on 
this philosophy. Training new people in en- 
gineering and sound, in lighting and tech- 
nical research, will lead to a considerable 
increase in the number of women in the 
film trades at the NFB where women have 
been under-represented. 


The Film Board also exports its technologi- 
cal expertise. Specialists from Technical and 
Production Services Division have been con- 
ducting training programs here and in 
Brazil. These programs are part of an addi- 
tional technical aid package supplied by the 
Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) to the Fundacéo do Cinema do 
Brasileiro. Animation cameraman Jacques 
Avoine collaborated on the implementation 
of regional animation centres in Brazil, and 
Helmut Wergen, camera technician and 
lense specialist from Pre-production Section, 
also went to Brazil to assist in the training 
program. 


This year, Pre-production, which oversees 
all technical organization for special events 
and shoots, turned its energies to two major 
activities. First, the service worked on the 
preparations for operation Open House, 
scheduled for April 27 to May 2, in celebra- 
tion of the NFB’s 50th Anniversary. Pre- 
production also provided sound recording 
material, and human resources for the light- 
ing design on the shoot of the Imax film 
The First Emperor of China/Le Premier Em- 
pereur de Chine, an NFB coproduction with 
China's Xi'an Film Studios. 


This section also supplied the sets for many 
films including Salut Victor which was shot 
entirely on the shooting stage. For the 
shoot, all the comfort of a luxurious retire 
ment home was recreated, taking into con 
sideration specific scenes, such as the 
wheelchair race. Building the sets took 
several weeks: ‘‘we had to build very wide 
corridors!’’ said Denis Boucher, the art 
director 


In all, 72 productions claimed the services 
of Film Board technicians and equipment, 
and eleven of these generated 202 days of 
filming on the shooting stage. Among the 
films are Jésus de Montréal, Laura Laur, 
Michel Poulette’s Richard Coeur de 
Nylon and Nathalie Petrowski’s Un cirque 
en Amérique. 


The year got off to a loud start in the Sound 
Section with the production of the sound- 
track for the Imax film Emergency /Urgence. 
Creating an Imax soundtrack is an extreme- 
ly precise operation and the NFB made in- 
novations by recording on location. The 
final mix was produced from 125 separate 
tracks, which were eventually mixed down 
to Six. 


Sound and Engineering sections worked 
together on the renovation of recording 
Studio 2; the acoustics were revamped and 
Neve, a new computer-assisted mixing con- 
sole compatible with the two other mixing 
studios was installed. This renovation has 
made it possible to install a new voice 
recording studio. And the NFB will be 
using these improved facilities by next year. 


Like all NFB services, the Laboratory worked 
on the 50th Anniversary celebrations this 
year. Film excerpts and archival material 
were used in many productions, including 
Gilles Carle's anniversary film 50 ans and 
the Academy Awards clip by Wolf Koenig. 


The year was also characterized by an in 
crease in videocassette production. To 
respond to increased film/video transfers, 
the Laboratory acquired a second Rank Cin 
tel telecine system, a sophisticated piece of 
equipment used for color balancing and 
transferring film onto tape 


The Film Board can now title and subtitle 
video versions of its productions, which 
means television deadlines can be met more 
easily. To simplify subtitling, the Research 
and Development Division created a very 
efficient computer-operated system to record 
and duplicate subtitles. This electronic sub 
title display system is installed in Theatre 3 
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returned to Pre-production service in De- 
cember 1988. With The Brain, manufac- 
tured by Tigertec Electronics Inc. of 
Montreal according to NFB Engineering 
specifications, camera movements can be 
controlled in eight different ways by remote 
control, with infinite repetition capability. 
The Brain’s dolly was made by Engineering. 


The Sound Genie'™/Le Génie du son™4 is 
a digital management system developed to 


fy Depuis Cinquante ans 
Ou cinéma 
a notre image 


bd For Fifty Years 
B} Sharing Our Vision 


The anniversary film 50 ans by Gilles Carle is a montage of film 


extracts and archival footage. 


Excerpts from black and white films are 
very popular these days, especially in music 
videos. But black and white film process- 
ing and reproduction services are increas- 
ingly hard to find. So production houses 
frequently call upon the services of the NFB 
Laboratory for this virtually unique ex- 


pertise 


This year, the seventh art was the subject 
of a variety of events, with Film Board 
presence in evidence. Cités-Cinés, with its 
papier-mache sets, film excerpts and histor- 
ical recreations can certainly lay claim to 
being a major film exhibition. Cités-Cinés 
is scheduled to open in the summer of 1989 
at Montreal's Palais de la Civilisation. 


Different sections of Technical and Produc- 
tion Services Division worked together to 
create Cités-Cinés. For example, the Labora- 
tory remade the internegatives of every 
copy of the films shown there. ‘The co- 
pies made from these elements represent 
400,000 feet of film, which add up to four 
and a half hours of projection time,’’ notes 
René Villeneuve, Assistant Director, Tech- 
nical and Production Services Division. The 
Laboratory was also involved in numerous 
subtitling jobs, and assisted experienced 


French Program editor Werner Nold, who, 
with Gilles Nadeau, coedited different films 
featuring Montreal to create the clip enti- 
tled Surtout Montréal. 


Engineering was also involved in Cités- 
Cinés, in the area of projection systems. 
This section is responsible for overseeing 
the updating of production equipment for 
the regions, maintenance of special effects 
cameras and modification of processing 
equipment in the Laboratory. 


Preparation of the Human Screen/Ecran 
Humain for operation Open House was 
another Engineering activity this year, and 
the service also collaborated with Pre- 
production in designing the hardware for 
the interactive video kiosks used by the pu- 
blic to view film excerpts. 


“Necessity is the mother of invention,” 
goes the old saying. This could well be the 
motto of the Research and Development 
Division, whose many projects are designed 
to provide solutions to specific on-site 
problems. 


The Brain'™/Le Cerveau™, an automated 
camera movement control system, was 


Bol 


update and modernize the Sound Effects 
Library. The Film Board maintains a sound 
library containing 40,000 sound effects 
stored on reels of tape. But accessing this 
material is time-consuming, and also the 
sound quality detoriates over time. With 
R-DAT technology and The Sound Genie, 
sound is stored digitally, cataloguing is done 
electronically, and materials are handled ro- 
botically. Developed jointly with Tertec En- 
terprises Inc. of Markham, Ontario, the 
system, with its initial recording capacity 
of 2,000 hours of digital stereo, will place 
the NFB Sound Section among one of the 
world’s largest and most modern sound 
banks. 


At the Society of Motion Picture and Tele- 
vision Engineers (SMPTE) meeting on digi- 
tal recording techniques for the 1990s held 
in Hollywood, several speakers expressed 
the need for their recording studios to have 
sound departments based on R-DAT tech- 
nology. ‘“We've been talking about it, but 
you've already done it,’’ was the enthusias- 
tic comment of Richard Stumpf, Vice- 
President of Engineering at Universal 
Studios. 


And there are more technological innova- 
tions. Digisync'™, a digital film counter, is 
now in operation in ten sections of Tech- 
nical and Production Services. Coupled to 
any standard synchronizer, it provides nu- 
meric displays in feet/frames, frames or 
time, as required. This precision instrument 
was developed by the Film Board and built 
by Research in Motion of Waterloo, Ontario. 


For many people, movies are still magic. 
And what symbolizes the magic of the 
movies better than special effects? Those 
who saw Denys Arcand’s latest film Jésus 
de Montréal were struck by the enchanting 
sequence that reproduces the “‘big bang’’ 


feet el BOATR TN OR EV IE Ww 


The Brain™, an automated camera movement control system, was 
manufactured by Tigertec Electronics Inc. of Montreal according to NFB 
engineering specifications. 


The Sound Genie is a digital management system developed to update GENIEDUSON’ 
I ; ; SOUND 
and modernize the NFB Sound Effects Library NDOGENIE 
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theory of the universe. This sequence, crea- 
ted by filmmaker Francois Aubry of the 
French Program Animation Studio, is an ex- 
cellent example of Visual Effects activities. 
This year Visual Effects can boast of sever- 
al bold projects, striking in their refinement 
and technical complexity, such as The Top 
of his Head by Peter Mettler, a coproduction 
in the Program to Assist Films in the Pri- 
vate Sector (PAFPS). 


The Distribution Services Division works 
closely with the French and English Pro- 
gram branches to ensure public access to 
the NFB’s audiovisual products and services. 
To achieve this mandate, the Division 
undertook several initiatives during 
1988-1989. These included inauguration of 
a toll-free telephone reservation and infor- 
mation service, and implementation of a re- 
vised computer reservation system. A 
number of training seminars were also 
offered. In cooperation with the Canadian 
Library Association and to support the 
growing interest in video collections in 
public libraries, Distribution Services con- 
ducted a series of one-day seminars entitled 
The Video in Your Library. The seminars 
took place in Vancouver, Winnipeg and 
Toronto and will continue in other Cana- 
dian cities in 1989-1990. 


The growth area for the Division is video 
rentals and sales, and both these sectors 
recorded substantial increases. During the 
last three years clients with electronic 
reproduction agreements report placing 
17,727 videocassettes in distribution. 


At the end of the current fiscal year the Di- 
vision had achieved one of the objectives 
set in the 1985 Five-Year Operational Plan 
by establishing partnerships with public 
libraries in 15 cities where the NFB previ- 
ously operated its own libraries. Also, some 
96 libraries and library networks purchased 
NFB video collections, thus providing ac- 
cess to NFB productions through over 300 
public libraries. 


This year the 18 NFB Distribution libraries 
registered 233,206 bookings while the 15 
partner libraries reported 76,200, for a 
grand total of 309,466 bookings of films and 
videocassettes. 


FORMAT, the national bilingual audiovisual 
database managed by the NFB, published 
several catalogues during the year, including 
Film/Video Canadiana 1985-1986. As part 
of the publishing program, the NFB conclud- 
ed an agreement with the National Archives, 
the Secretary of State and the Cinématheque 
québécoise for production of a comprehen- 
sive guide to NFB films from 1939 to 1989. 
Additionally, the information in the FOR- 
MAT database can now be accessed on-line 
through QL Systems Ltd. in subscribing in- 
stitutions. 


The vast NEB stock shot library is one of 
the largest collections of its type in North 
America. Traditionally this kind of library 
has been managed through a card catalogue 
system and the memory of the stock shot 
librarian. Now this information is being 
computerized to make it more accessible. 
Already more than 5,000 sequences and 
3,500 search terms in both English and 
French are available. 


The Film Board is continually expanding the 
scope of its technological expertise. Opera- 
tion Open House in the spring of 1989 will 
offer the public a demonstration of the wide 
range of skills and activities of the NFB’s 
Services Branch. 


50 ANS 


2:41 color 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


A FORCE DE BRAS 


73:05 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


L’ACTION DE GRACE CHEZ 
GRAND-MERE 
Part of Les Fétes canadiennes series 


6:36 color 

French video version of A Thanksgiving 
Tale of Two Turkeys, English original 
video and study guide 

English original series: Canadian 
Holidays 

Produced by NFB 


AL PURDY: ‘‘A SENSITIVE MAN”’ 


54:40 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


ALIAS WILL JAMES 
Part of the L’Américanité collection 


83:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 

83:27 color 16 mm 

English version of French original film 
of same title 

Produced by NFB 


L’AMERICANITE (collection) 


ALIAS WILL JAMES 

83:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 

83:27 color 16 mm 

English version of French original film 
of same title 


L'AMOUR... A QUEL PRIX? 

D7 252) color 

Abridged video version of French 
original film of same title 


LA POURSUITE DU BONHEUR 

51:55 color 16 mm 

Abridged version of French original film 
of same title 

51:55 color 

Abridged video version of French 
original film of same title 

DLs Toe COlOY 

Abridged video version (television) of 
French original film of same title 
Produced by NFB 


L’AMOUR... A QUEL PRIX? 
Part of the L’Américanité collection 


57:52 color 

Abridged video version of French 
original film of same title 
Produced by NFB 


L’ANSE AUX MIROIRS 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:53 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


APSARA, ET TOUS LES ENFANTS DU 
MONDE 


57:51 color 16 mm 

French original film 

0:30 color 

French original publicity video clip 
Produced by NFB 
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L’ART DE TOURNER EN ROND — 
2¢ PARTIE 


50:08 color 16 mm 

French version of Dancing Around the 
Table - Part Two, English original film 
Produced by NFB 


L'ATELIER 


10:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


LES AUTOMATES 


16:10 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Automated Lovers, English original film 
Produced by NFB with the participation 
of Telefilm Canada 


L’AUTRE MURAILLE 
Part of the De Shanghai a Rio - L’Enjeu 
des femmes series 


27:52 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Ciné-Contact Inc. and 
NFB with the participation of the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency 


LE BARRAGE DU FUTUR 


10:35 color 

French subtitled video version of Future 
Block, English original film 

Produced by NFB 


BEBE BELUGA 

12:51 color 

French video version of Beluga Baby, 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


BEHIND THE VEIL — NUNS PART I 
AND PART II 


106:44 color 

Abridged video version of English 
original films of same titles 
Produced by NFB 


BERCEUSE POUR DES OMBRES 


57:15 color 16 mm 

French abridged version of Dark 
Lullabies, English original film 
Coproduced by Dark Lullabies Inc. and 
NFB 


BEYOND THE SUN 

17:05 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 


Branch, North West Studio) in collabora- 


tion with Auriole Film Productions 
Limited 


BLACK SUGAR 


57:50 color 16 mm 
English version of Sucre noir, 
French original film 

Produced by NFB 


BOMBS AWAY 
Part of the Finding Our Way series 


18:00 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


CANADA: TRUE NORTH (series) 


WHERE IS HERE? 

53:02 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and Detroit Educa- 
tional Television Foundation in collabo- 
ration with Global Television Network, 
Public Broadcasting Service and Corpora- 
tion for Public Broadcasting 


CANADA VIGNETTES: ANNIVERSARY 


1:00 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


CANADA’S CAPITAL: BEHIND THE 
SCENES 


24:30 color 

English original video and study guide 
Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the National Capital Commission 


LA CANDIDATE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:49 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


CARNETS DU MAROC IIT — 
LA VOLONTE ET LA FOI 


56:48 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


THE CAT CAME BACK 


7:37 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


CENDRILLON 1987 


23:20 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Hayley’s Home Movie, English original 
film 

English original series: Finding Our Way 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


“C’EST LA PREMIERE FOIS QUE J’LA 
CHANTE”’ 


49:23 color 
French original video 
56:21 color 


Video version (television) of French 
original video of same title 
Produced by NFB 


LES CHAMPIONS 3° PARTIE — 
LE DERNIER COMBAT 


87:02 color 

French subtitled video version of The 
Champions - Part III: The Final Battle, 
English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and.the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


CHARLES AND FRANCOIS 


15:24 color 35 mm 

English version of Charles et Francois, 
French original film 

Produced by NFB 


COMME DEUX GOUTTES D’EAU 


54:44 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


MMM mcrnONS TOSS Se5 


LE CREUX DE LA VAGUE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:50 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


CROSSROADS: THREE JAZZ PIANISTS 


27:55 color 16 mm 

English version of Le Jazz - Un vaste 
complot, French original film 
Produced by NFB 


DANCING AROUND THE TABLE — 
PART TWO 


50:08 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


DANS LES COULISSES DE LA 
CAPITALE NATIONALE 


25:50 color 

French video version of Canada’s 
Capital: Behind the Scenes, English 
original video and study guide 
Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the National Capital Commission 


DANS L’OMBRE 


24:10 color 

French subtitled video version of Left 
Out, English original film 

English original series: Finding Our Way 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


DE SHANGHAI A RIO — L’ENJEU DES 
FEMMES (series) 


L’AUTRE MURAILLE 

27:52 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Ciné-Contact Inc. and 
NFB with the participation of the 
Canadian International Development 


Agency 


THE DEFENDER 


54:54 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


DEMANDEUR D’EMPLOI 


28:44 color 

French subtitled video version of Out of 
4 Job, English original film 

English original series: Family Crisis 
Produced by NFB 


LES DENTS DU LION 


24:43 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Dandelions for Jobs, English original 
film 

Produced by NFB 


DES ARMES ET DES LARMES 


51:34 color 16 mm 

French version of Shoot and Cry, 
English original film 

Produced by NFB 


LES DEUX MARCELLE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


30:00 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


LE DEUXIEME SOUFFLE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:49 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


THE DINGLES 


7:47 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


DISPARAITRE 
Part of the Enjeux d’une nation series 


108:50 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Radio-Canada 


“D’UN COUP DE PINCEAU”’ 


38:45 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


SP RO D OCT ONS PRR 


L’ ECLIPSE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:48 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


ECOLOGY (series) 


LAND ABOVE THE TREES 

19:25 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


THE ELDERLY AT RISK (series) 


A HOUSE DIVIDED - CAREGIVER 
STRESS AND ELDER ABUSE 

35:17 color 16 mm 

MR. NOBODY 

35:45 color 16 mm 

English original films 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


L’ENFANT DE LA VILLE BLEUE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:51 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


LES ENFANTS DU DESARROI: DAVID 
17:31 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Wednesday's Children: David, English 
original film 

Produced by NFB 


ENJEUX D’UNE NATION (series) 


DISPARAITRE 

108:50 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Radio-Canada 


L’EPREUVE DU FEU 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


29:07 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


L’ESPOIR VIOLENT 


77:33 color 16mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


EST-CE QU’IL FAIT CHAUD ICI? 


37:57 color 

French subtitled video version of Is It 
Hot in Here? - A Film About 
Menopause, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


FEMINIZATION OF POVERTY (series) 


FOR RICHER, FOR POORER 

29:54 color 16 mm 

NO WAY! NOT ME 

29:39 color 16 mm 

English original films 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


LES FETES CANADIENNES (series) 


L’ACTION DE GRACES CHEZ 
GRAND-MERE 

6:36 color 

L’HALLOWEEN ET LE VIEUX HAROLD 
7:58 color 

LE NOEL DE HOODOO MCFIGGIN 

7:41 color 

French video versions of A Thanks- 
giving Tale of Two Turkeys, Halloween 
According to Old Weird Harold, Hoodoo 
McFiggin’s Christmas, English original 
sound filmstrips and study guides 
English original series: Canadian 
Holidays 

Produced by NFB 


FINDING OUR WAY series) 


BOMBS AWAY 

18:00 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


FLEUVE DE L’ARCTIQUE 


21:37 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Arctic River, English original film 
Produced by NFB 


FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 


0:32 color 16 mm 
English original publicity clip 
Produced by NFB 


FOR OUR BREAD 


25:48 color 16 mm 

English version of Pour du pain, French 
original film 

Produced by la Direction nationale de 
l'alphabétisation fonctionnelle et de 
linguistique appliquée and the Canadian 
International Development Agency in 
collaboration with NFB 


FOR RICHER, FOR POORER 
Part of the Feminization of Poverty series 


29:54 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


GET BACK THE NIGHT 


7:38 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North-West Studio) in collabora- 
tion with Coyote Records and 
Stein/MacLean Productions 


THE GREAT WALL OF TRADITION 
Part of the Women Betting on the Future 
series 


27:54 color 16 mm 

English version of L’Autre Muraille, 
French original film 

French original series: De Shanghai a 
Rio - L’Enjeu des femmes 

Coproduced by Ciné-Contact Inc. and 
NFB with the participation of the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency 


GROWING UP IN THE WORLD NEXT 
DOOR 


58:50 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by Asterisk Film and Videotape 
Productions Limited with the financial 
participation of the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency, Canadian 
Organization for Development through 
Education, NFB, Canadian Commission 
for UNESCO, German Committee for 
UNICEF, UNICEF (New York) and the 
United Church of Canada 


L’HALLOWEEN ET LE VIEUX HAROLD 
Part of the Les Fétes canadiennes series 


7:58 color 

French video version of Halloween 
According to Old Weird Harold, English 
original sound filmstrip and study guide 
English original series: Canadian 
Holidays 

Produced by NFB 


HISTOIRE SANS FIN 


57:10 color 

French subtitled video version of Places 
Not Our Own, English original film 
English original series: Daughters of the 
Country 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) in collaboration 
with the Manitoba Jobs Fund and the 
Manitoba Government Employees’ 
Association 


HOLDING OUR GROUND 


50:52 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB with the financial 
participation of the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency, Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 
Ontario Government Ministry of 
Housing, HABITAT, UNICEF and UNPP 


L’HOMME DE PAILLE 


98:42 color 35 mm 

French version of The Last Straw, 
English original film 

0:39 color 35 mm 

French version of The Last Straw, 
English original publicity clip 
Produced by NFB 


A HOUSE DIVIDED - CAREGIVER 
STRESS AND ELDER ABUSE 
Part of the The Elderly at Risk series 


35:17 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IKWE 


57:41 color 

French subtitled video version of English 
original film of same title 

English original series: Daughters of the 
Country 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) in collaboration 
with the Manitoba Jobs Fund and the 
Manitoba Government Employees’ As- 
sociation 


ITLUMINATED LIVES: A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF WOMEN’S WORK IN 
THE MIDDLE AGES 


5:51 color 35 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


IMAGES FOR EXPORT 


54:30 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by Cinefort Inc. with the par- 
ticipation of NFB, la Société générale du 
cinéma and the Canadian Institute for 
International Peace and Security 


L’INTELLIGENCE DU COEUR 
48:39 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


INTERIEUR NUIT 


19:52 b&w 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


LE JAZZ — UN VASTE COMPLOT 


27:54 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


THE KING CHRONICLE 


PART I - MACKENZIE KING AND THE 

UNSEEN HAND 

100:13 color 16 mm 

PART II - MACKENZIE KING AND THE 
GREAT BEYOND 

104:40 color 16 mm 

PART Ill - MACKENZIE KING AND THE 
ZOMBIE ARMY 

103:14 color 16 mm 

English original films 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation 


LAND ABOVE THE TREES 
Part of the Ecology series 


19:25 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


LE LANGAGE DES CHOSES 


5:40 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Speaking Object-ly, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


THE LAST DAYS OF OKAK 


23:48 color 16 mm 

Inuktitut version of English original film 
of same title 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


LETTRE A TOM 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:51 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


IA LETTRE D’AMOUR 


16:18 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 

16:18 color 35 mm 

English subtitled version of French 
original film of same title 

Produced by NFB 


LIBERTY STREET BLUES 


77:30 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


LIFE ON ICE 


27:49 color 16 mm 
Abridged version of Edge of Ice, 
English original film 

Produced by NFB 


LOOKING BEHIND YOU 


PART I - A MOSAIC OF GENEALOGIES 
13:03 color 

PART II - RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY 
TREE 

14:14 color 

Original sound filmstrips and study 
guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the National Archives of Canada and the 
Secretary of State, Canadian Studies 
Directorate 


LYPA 


29:25 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) with the partici- 
pation of the Canadian Eskimo Arts 
Council, Indian and Northern Affairs 


LA MAISON POUNDMAKER’S — 
LA VOIE DE LA GUERISON 


29:25 color 

French subtitled video version of Pound- 
maker's Lodge: A Healing Place, English 
original film 

Produced by NFB 


MAKING FACES: THE CULTURE 
BEHIND THE MASK 

Part of the Our Multicultural Heritage 
series 


13:44 color 

English original sound filmstrip and 
study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the Secretary of State, Multiculturalism 
Sector 


MARGARET PERRY — FILMMAKER 


24:53 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


LES MASQUES — VISAGES D’UNE 
CULTURE 

Part of the Notre héritage multiculturel 
series 


13:10 color 

French version of Making Faces: The 
Culture Behind the Mask, English ori- 
ginal sound filmstrip and study guide 
English original series: Our Multicultural 
Heritage 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the Secretary of State, Multiculturalism 
Sector 


PONS eT 


MEGAREVE 


55:10 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Megadream, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


MILE ZERO: THE SAGE TOUR 


48:41 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and DLI Productions 
in collaboration with TVOntario 


LE MILLE ZERO : LA TOURNEE SAGE 


48:40 color 16 mm 

French version of Mile Zero: The SAGE 
Tour, English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and DLI Productions 
in collaboration with TVOntario 


MILLENNIUM 


56:44 color 

English original video 

Produced by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation in collaboration with NFB 


MONTREAL IN 1760/ 
VUES DE MONTREAL EN 1760 


Bilingual set of 10 color slides, 
bilingual notes and town plan 
Produced by NFB 


MR. NOBODY 
Part of the The Elderly at Risk series 


35:45 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


THE MYTHS OF MENTAL ILLNESS 


56:15 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


NATHAEL ET LA CHASSE AUX 
PHOQUES 


10:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


NICOLE ET CLAUDE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


29:10 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


NO ADDRESS 


55:58 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


NO WAY! NOT ME 
Part of the Feminization of Poverty series 


29:39 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


NOCTURNES 


9:02 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Multilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


LE NOEL DE HOODOO McFIGGIN 
Part of the Les Fétes canadiennes series 


7:41 color 

French video version of Hoodoo 
McFiggin’s Christmas, English original 
sound filmstrip and study guide 
English original series: Canadian 
Holidays 

Produced by NFB 


NOTRE HERITAGE MULTICULTUREL 


(series) 


LES MASQUES - VISAGES D’UNE 
CULTURE 

13:10 color 

French version of Making Faces: The 
Culture Behind the Mask, English ori- 
ginal sound filmstrip and study guide 
English original series: Our Multicultural 
Heritage 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the Secretary of State, Multiculturalism 
Sector 


OF DICE AND MEN 
11:07 color 16 mm and 35 mm 


English original film 
Produced by NFB 


OF LIVES UPROOTED 


9:38 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English version of Déracinés, French 
original film 

Produced by NFB 


L’OFFRE D’EMPLOI 


16:40 color 
French subtitled video version of The 


Job Offer, English original film 


Produced by NFB with the participation 
of Telefilm Canada 


ON A PUS LES PARENTS QU’ON AVAIT 


54:25 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


ONLY THE NEWS THAT FITS 


29:35 color 

English original video 

Coproduced by Investigative Productions 
Inc. and NFB (English Program Branch, 
Ontario Studio) with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada 


OUR MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE 
(series) 

MAKING FACES: THE CULTURE BEHIND 
THE MASK 

13:44 color 

English original sound filmstrip and 
study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the Secretary of State, Multiculturalism 
Sector 


PACHTER 

Part of the Transit 30/50 series 

28:50 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


PARENTS IN CRISIS 


13:40 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


IA PEAU ET LES OS 


88:37 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


THE PERSISTENT PEDDLER/ 
LE COLPORTEUR 


7:44 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Bilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: 
TOXIC WASTE 


59:58 color 
English original video 
Produced by NFB 


POUR TOUT DIRE — MODULES 1 ET 2 


16:12 color 
French original publicity video clip 
Produced by NFB 


LA POURSUITE DU BONHEUR 
Part of the L’Américanité collection 


51:55 color 16 mm 

Abridged version of French original film 
of same title 

51:55 color 

Abridged video version of French origi- 
nal film of same title 

51:55 color 

Abridged video version (television) of 
French original film of same title 
Produced by NFB 


PREMIER VOYAGE, FORT WILLIAM 


Ae) SCOlOn 
French subtitled video version of First 


Journey, Fort William, English original 


film 

English original series: History Re- 
enactment 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Parks Canada 


RETURN OF THE SWIFT FOX 


26:32 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


SALUT VICTOR 
Part of the first Téléfiction series 


83:38 color 16 mm 

French original film 

0:30 color 

French original publicity video clip 
Coproduced by NFB and Les Producteurs 
T.V.-Films Associés Inc. with the finan- 
cial participation of Telefilm Canada, 

la Société générale des industries 
culturelles - Québec, and la Société de 
radio-télévision du Québec 


SANS ADRESSE 


55:58 color 16 mm 

French version of No Address, English 
original film 

Produced by NFB 


SEE NO EVIL... 


55:07 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


LE SILENCE ENCERCLE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:50 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


SINGULIER PLURIEL 


56:48 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


SOMETHING ABOUT LOVE 


93:14 color 35 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by Allegro Films Inc. and 
NFB with the participation of Telefilm 
Canada, CFCF Television and Télévision 
Quatre-Saisons 


THE TECHNICAL STORK 


45:30 color 16 mm 

English version of La Cigogne 
technologique, French original film 
Produced by NFB 


TELEFICTION (first series) 


SALUT VICTOR 

83:38 color 16 mm 

French original film 

0:30 color 

French original publicity clip 
Coproduced by NFB and Les Producteurs 
T.V.-Films Associés Inc. with the finan- 
cial participation of Telefilm Canada, 

la Société générale des industries 
culturelles - Québec, and la Société de 
radio-télévision du Québec 


LE TIGRE ET LE RENARD 


5:00 color 

French subtitled video version of 
The Fox and the Tiger - A Chinese 
Parable, English original film 
Produced by NFB 


TRANSIT 30/50 (series) 


LE SILENCE ENCERCLE 

28:50 color 

PACHTER 

28:50 color 

LES YEUX DE LA LUNE 

28:50 color 

NICOLE ET CLAUDE 

29:10 color 

LE CREUX DE LA VAGUE 

28:50 color 

LE DEUXIEME SOUFFLE 

28:10 color 

LETTRE A TOM 

28:51 color 

L’EPREUVE DU FEU 

29:07 color 

L’ANSE AUX MIROIRS 

28:53 color 

L’ ECLIPSE 

28:48 color 

LA CANDIDATE 

28:49 color 

L’ENFANT DE LA VILLE BLEUE 

28:51 color 

LES DEUX MARCELLE 

30:00 color 

Subtitled video versions for the hearing 
impaired of French original films and 
videos of same titles 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


TROUVE DU BOULOT 


10:31 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Get a Job, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


TWO VOICES ECHOING 


29:09 color 16 mm 

English version of Deux voix, 
comme en é€cho, French original film 
Produced by NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 
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UN CADEAU POUR KATE 


27:43 color 

French subtitled video version of 

A Gift for Kate, English original film 
English original series: Family Crisis 
Produced by NFB 


UN PORTRAIT D’IRVING LAYTON 


27:27 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Irving Layton: an Introduction 
English abridged version 
Produced by NFB 


UN SOLEIL ENTRE DEUX NUAGES 


52:42 color 16mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


VEILLEE FUNEBRE 


57:48 color 

French subtitled video version of 

The Wake, English original film 
English original series: Daughters of 
the Country 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) in collaboration 
with the Manitoba Jobs Fund and the 
Manitoba Government Employees’ As- 
sociation 


VERS L’EGALITE DES CHANCES 


0:30 color 16 mm 
French original publicity clip 
Produced by NFB 


VIE ET MORT DE SYLVESTER LONG 


55:00 color 

French subtitled video version of 
Long Lance, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


VIGNETTES CANADA : LE PELERINAGE 
A ST-LAURENT 


2:03 color 16 mm 

French version of St. Laurent 
Pilgrimage, English original film 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) in collaboration 
with the Canadian Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration (Saskatchewan), Official Minority 
Language Office and the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Education 


A WAKE FOR MILTON 


30:05 color 16mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


THE WANDERER/L’ETRANGER 


11:18 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Multilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


WEDNESDAY’S CHILDREN: 
A VIDEO GUIDE 


35:50 color 
English original video 
Produced by NFB 


WHAT PEOPLE ARE CALLING PMS 


28:05 color 16mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


WHERE IS HERE? 
Part of the True North series 


53:02 color 16mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and Detroit Educa- 
tional Television Foundation in collabo- 
ration with Global Television Network, 


Public Broadcasting Service and Corpora- 


tion for Public Broadcasting 


WINTER PROPHECIES 


29:34 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


WITHOUT WORK (series) 


WITHOUT WORK: KILLING TIME 
17:07 color 16 mm 
WITHOUT WORK: 

IS EVERYONE HERE CRAZY 
12:07 color 16 mm 


' WITHOUT WORK: THE DRIVE AWAY 


18:28 color 16 mm 

WITHOUT WORK: SIDETRACKED 

13:52 color 16 mm 

WITHOUT WORK: NOT BY CHOICE 
14:18 color 16 mm 

WITHOUT WORK: THE BUDDY SYSTEM 
16:57 color 16 mm 

English original films 

Produced by NFB 


WOMEN BETTING ON THE FUTURE 
(series) 

THE GREAT WALL OF TRADITION 
27:54 color 16 mm 

English version of L’Autre Muraille, 
French original film 

French original series: De Shanghai a 
Rio - L’Enjeu des femmes 

Coproduced by Ciné-Contact Inc. and 
NFB with the participation of the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency 


LES YEUX DE LA LUNE 
Part of the Transit 30/50 series 


28:50 color 

Subtitled video version for the hearing 
impaired of French original film of same 
title 

Coproduced by Les Productions du sept 
avril Limitée and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) in collaboration 
with TVOntario and with the participa- 
tion of Telefilm Canada 


PRODUCTION NFB Co- 
ENGLISH AND FRENCH PROGRAM BRANCHES productions) productions?) Total 


Original films in French 

Original films in English 

Original films — bilingual 

Original films — multilingual 
Original videos in French 

Original videos in English 

Original publicity clips in French 
Original publicity clips in English 
Original publicity videos clips in French 
Original sound filmstrips in English 
Bilingual slide sets 
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Total original productions 


French versions of English original films 5 
English versions of French original films 8 
Foreign-language versions 1 — 
French versions of English original publicity clips 1 
French versions of English original sound filmstrips 1 
Abridged versions of French original films 1 
Abridged versions of English original films 1 
French abridged versions of English original films — 1 
Video versions (television) of French original videos 1 
French video versions of English original films 1 
French video versions of English original sound filmstrips 3 
Abridged video versions (television) of French original films 2 — 
French video versions of English original videos 1 
Abridged video versions of English original films 1 
Subtitled versions of English original films 1 
French subtitled video versions of English original films oe 1 
French subtitled video versions (for the hearing impaired) 
of French original films and videos == 13 
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Total versions 50 rly 67 


Total productions 1988-89 118 30 148 


Note 1 Includes sponsored films produced by the NFB 


Note 2 Includes films produced with the collaboration, in association 
or with the participation of the NFB, without assistance from 


the Independent Production Program 
Note 3 If a film has been produced in 35 mm and reduced to 16 mm, or vice-versa 


it appears only once in the statistics. This applies to 13 productions 


completed this year 


83] 


DISTRIBUTION 
CANADIAN DISTRIBUTION 1988-1989 1987-1988 


Television 


Telecasts English 3, 988 3,436 

French 853 1,482 

ee ae 
Theatrical 

Bookings 35 mm 467 310 


Non-theatrical 


NFB Rentals and Reservations 233,266 377,618 
Film and Video Deposit Program Bookings 76,200 27,084 
Videocassette Sales 15,744 12,975 
16 mm Print Sales 1,297 L559 
Multimedia Sales 12,672 14,192 
New NEB Prints Placed in Distribution 16 mm 1,880 3,602 

Videocassettes 7,434 7,690 


Electronic Reproduction Contracts 
Prints Placed in Distribution Lipa es =" 


* As per contractual reporting cycle, includes activity for last three fiscal years 


DISTRIBUTION 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 1988-1989 1987-1988 
—_—_——_— LLL LLL aaa ee 
Television 
New Titles Under Contract United States 85 66 
Europe and Middle East 959 726 
Asia and Australia 74 437 
South America and Central America 1,009 160 
Africa D5 138 
Theatrical 
Sales — New Titles Under Contract United States 2 7 
Europe and Middle East 22 21 
Asia and Australia — 21 
South America and Central America 38 57 
Africa — — 
Non-theatrical 
Bookings through Canadian United States 610 2,477 
Diplomatic Missions Europe and Middle East 7,442 10,998 
Asia and Australia 3,806 5,387 
South America and Central America 9,260 8,935 
Africa 1,424 2,839 
Film Sales NFB 520 659 
Distributors 803 1,623 
Videocassette Sales NFB 582 497 
Distributors 1,408 1,888 
Multimedia Product Sales 182 1,479 


Prints Placed in Non-Theatrical 
Distribution Abroad 338 369 


TECHNICAL AND Comparative 

PRODUCTION SERVICES 1988-1989 1987-1988 Output % 

eee errr errr rere ——e—eeeeeEeEee 

Laboratory 35 mm, monochrome 291, 186 330,930 88.0 

Footage processed and invoiced 35 mm, color 1,578,288 2,360,575 66.9 

(in feet) 16 mm, monochrome 1,048,378 1,059, 760 98.9 

16 mm, color 10,384,228 13,135,940 79.1 

Total 13,302,080 16,887,295 78.8 

ee eee reer errr eer ——————EEE—eEE————EeE 

Negative Cutting Hours invoiced 8,776 9,145 96.0 

———————— amas 

Camera 35 mm, monochrome 2 1 200.0 

Footage shot (in hours): 35 mm, color 53 132 40.2 

16 mm, monochrome 66 4] 161.0 

16 mm, color 1,009 977 103.3 

Total 1,130 1,151 98.2 

EE eam, 

Pre-production technicians — staff 4,396 3,864 113.8 

Hours invoiced: — freelance 7,247 8,288 87.4 

carpenters — staff 5,433 4, 530 119.9 

— freelance 40 475 8.4 

Total 17,116 HIE 99.8 

Sound and Projection studios 7,806 8,518 91.6 

Hours invoiced: transfer 5,460 6,589 82.9 

projection rooms 7,532 7,647 98.5 

sound recordists — staff 5,840 6,431 90.8 

— freelance 6,453 5,245 123.0 

Total 33,091 34, 430 96.1 

Music and Effects Footage transferred (in feet) 369, 718 259, 084 142.7 

EL Oe SELENE 59 SSSR 7 SEES SA SRE RS RS SS SSS SS S/S ESS 

Visual Effects Footage shot (in feet) 180,666 203,911 §8.6 
Hours invoiced: 

animation and opticals 6,094 5,754 105.9 

titles 3,068 D8 120.2 

graphic artists 8,713 8,138 107.1 

Total 17,875 16, 445 108.7 


Printing 


Video Services 


Engineering 


Hours invoiced 5,483 


5,112 107.3 


Cassettes invoiced 8,253 8,569 96.3 
Hours invoiced: 

tape-to-film transfer il 51 60.8 
telecine transfer 770 720 106.9 
tape-to-tape transfer 1,041 1,045 99.6 
1’’ VTR transfer 2,970 1,950 152.3 
technician 22 16 IBZ 
Rank Cintel 1,703 1,420 119.9 
Chyron 781 529 147.6 
Total 7,318 5,751 I OH EGE 


Hours invoiced 


ALIAS WILL JAMES 

Part of L'Américanité collection 
Director: Jacques Godbout 
Producer: Eric Michel 


Silver FIPA 

Original or Adapted Documentary 
Category 

2nd Festival International de 
programmes audiovisuels 
Cannes, France 

October 8 to 12, 1988 


L’ART DE TOURNER EN ROND — 
2¢ PARTIE 

Director: Maurice Bulbulian 
Producer; Raymond Gauthier 


André-Leroux Award for the Best 
Medium-length Film, given by the 
Association québécoise des critiques 
de cinéma/Septiémes Rendez-vous 
du cinéma québécois 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
February 2 to 11, 1989 


THE BOY AND THE SNOW GOOSE/ 
LE PETIT GARCON ET L’OIE DES 
NEIGES 

Director and Producer: Gayle Thomas 


Second Prize Short Film — Animation 
(10-15 minutes) Category 

5th International Festival of Children’s 
Films 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

October 14 to 23, 1988 


THE CAT CAME BACK 

Director: Cordell Barker 

Producers: Richard Condie, Cordell Barker 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 

Public's Award 

Special Jury Award for Humour 
Special Jury Award for Music 

(john McCulloch) 

8th World Festival of Animated Films 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia 

May 30 to June 3, 1988 


First Prize 

Short Animated (under 10 minutes) 
Category 

5th International Festival of Children’s 
Films 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

October 14 to 23, 1988 


Silver Hugo 

Animation Category 

24th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

October 24 to November 6, 1988 


Prix Animé 88 given by the public for 
the Best Animation Film of the Festival 
7th International Film Festival of Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec, Canada 
October 29 to November 3, 1988 


Second Prize 

Works for Children Category 

First International Animation Film 
Festival 

Shanghai, People’s Republic of China 
November 10 to 14, 1988 


First Prize 

Debut Works Category 

Accompanied by a cash prize of $200 
and an Amiga Commodore Computer 
System 

Los Angeles Film Critics’ Award (tied 
with Vykrutasy directed by Garri Bardin, 
USSR) 

Award sponsored by Eastman Kodak 
and accompanied by $2,500 worth of 
film stock 

3rd International Animation Celebration 
Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 

January 26 to February 2, 1989 


In Nomination 

Short Film Awards — Animation 
Category 

61st Annual Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 

Hollywood, California, U.S.A. 
February 15, 1989 

Genie Award for Best Animated Short 
1989 Genie Awards 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

March 22, 1989 


LE COLPORTEUR/ 

THE PERSISTENT PEDDLER 
Director: Claude Cloutier 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Special Mention given by the Télébec 
Jury 

7th International Film Festival of Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec, Canada 
October 29 to November 3, 1988 


CONCERTO GROSSO MODO 
Director: Francois Aubry 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Silver Apple Award 

Fine Arts For Young People Category 
18th Annual National Educational Film 
Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


Red Ribbon Award 

Arts and Humanities Category 

30th Annual American Film and Video 
Festival 

New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


Bronze Chris Plaque Award 

Art and Culture Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


DANCING AROUND THE TABLE — 
PART 1 

Director: Maurice Bulbulian 
Producer: Raymond Gauthier 


Best Public Affairs Film 

24th Yorkton Short Film and Video 
Festival 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 
May 25 to 29, 1988 


DARK LULLABIES 

Directors: Irene Lilienheim Angelico, 
Abbey Jack Neidik 

Producers: Irene Lilienheim Angelico, 
Abbey Jack Neidik, 
Edward Le Lorrain, 
Bonnie Sherr Klein 

Coproduced by Dark Lullabies Inc. 

and NFB 


Memorial Award 

World Television Festival 
Tokyo, Japan 

January 27, 28, 1989 


DERACINES 
Director: Pierre Marier 
Producer: Robert Forget 


Prize of the World Association of 
Democratic Youth 

31st International Leipzig Documentary 
and Short Film Festival for Cinema and 
Television 

Leipzig, German Democratic Republic 
November 25 to December 1, 1988 


DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION OF 
THE ARCTIC 

Part of The Canadian Arctic series 
Director: Julie Stanfel 

Producer: Keith Packwood 


Certificate for Creative Excellence 
History Category 

21st Annual U.S. Industrial Film and 
Video Festival 

Elmhurst, Illinois, U.S.A. 

June 2, 1988 


DOCTOR, LAWYER, INDIAN CHIEF 

Director: Carol Geddes 

Producers: Barbara Janes, Gerry Rogers, 
Kathleen Shannon 


Bronze Apple Award 

Social Studies — Women’s Issues 
Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


DREAMS OF A LAND 
Director: Robert Doucet 
Producer: Eunice Macaulay 


First Prize 

Animation Produced for Educational 
Purposes Category 

Accompanied by a cash prize of $200 
International Animation Celebration 
Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 
January 26 to February 2, 1989 


EDGE OF ICE 

Director: William Hansen 

Producers: Adam Symansky, Bruce MacKay, 
William Hansen 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 

Statens Filmcentral (Denmark), Multi- 

culturalism Canada, Nunatsiakmiut Film 

Society and Inuit Broadcasting Corporation 


Grand Prix for the Best Documentary 
First International Film Festival of the 
Sea and Islands 

Angra de Heroismo, Acores, Portugal 

April 25 to May 1, 1988 


Gold Anchor 

20th International Festival of Maritime 
and Exploration Films 

Toulon, France 

November 16 to 19, 1988 


ETERNAL PATH 

Part of Canadian Composers series 
Director: Larry Weinstein 

Producers: Larry Weinstein, Niv Fichman 
Produced for NFB by Rhombus Media Inc. 


Gold Apple Award 

Music Around the World Category 
18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


EVERY DOG’S GUIDE TO 
COMPLETE HOME SAFETY 
Director: Les Drew 
Producer: Bill Pettigrew 


Gold Apple Award 

Health and Safety — Health and 
Maintenance/Safety for Young People 
Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


FOSTER CHILD 

Director: Gil Cardinal 

Producer: Jerry D. Krepakevich 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Best Production of the Festival 

Best Documentary over 30 minutes 
NFB Kathleen Shannon Documentary 
Award of $1,000. 

Certificate of Merit for Cinematography 
(James Jeffrey) 

24th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 

May 25 to 29, 1988 


Special Jury Award 

Accompanied by a cash prize of $1,500 
9th Banff Television Festival 

Banff, Alberta, Canada 

June 5 to 11, 1988 


Red Ribbon Award 

Family Relations Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


Certificate of Honorable Mention 
Health and Medicine — Adoption 
Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


Gemini Award for Best Direction in a 
Documentary (Gil Cardinal) 

1988 Gemini Awards 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

November 29, 30, 1988 


FUTURE BLOCK 
Director: Kevin McCracken 
Producer; David Verrall 


Citation for Honorable Mention for 
Creativity 

Social Studies/Social Issues — 
Technology and Society Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


Finalist Award 

22nd Annual Independent Film and 
Video Expo 

New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

October 22, 23, 1988 


GEORGE AND ROSEMARY 
Directors: Alison Snowden, David Fine 
Producer: Eunice Macaulay 


First Prize 

5-12-Minute Films Category 

8th World Festival of Animated Films 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia 

May 30 to June 3, 1988 


Mannheim Film Ducat 
Accompanied by a cash prize of 
2,500 DM 

Volkshochschul (High school) Jury 
Award 

37th International Film Week 


Mannheim, Federal Republic of Germany 


October 3 to 8, 1988 


Certificate of Excellence 

PIMA 88 Media Festival (Pacific 
Instructional Media Association) 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


First Prize 

5-15-Minute Films Category 

First International Animation Film 
Festival 

Shanghai, People’s Republic of China 
November 10 to 14, 1988 


GET A JOB 

Director: Brad Caslor 

Producers: Brad Caslor, Derek Mazur, 
Michael Scott 

Produced by NFB (English Program 

Branch, Prairie Studio) 


Red Ribbon Award 

Vocational Guidance Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


L’HEURE DES ANGES/NIGHTANGEL 
Directors: Jacques Drouin, Bretislav Pojar 
Producers: Robert Forget (NFB), 

Vera Henzlova (Kratky Film) 
Coproduced by NFB and Jiri Trnka Studio 
(Prague, Czechoslovakia) 


Crystal Apple Award 

Human Relations — Physically Disabled 
Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


Best Animation Film accompanied by a 
cash prize of $100 

12th Film and Video Festival 

Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. 

May 18 to 22, 1988 


HOMESTEADING ON THE PRAIRIES 
(filmstrip) 

Part of Everyday Things in Early Canada 
series 

Director: Eva Szasz 

Producers: Joe MacDonald, Tamara Lynch 


Silver Apple Award 

Filmstrips — History, Economics and 
Government Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 
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IN BED WITH AN ELEPHANT 
Part of Reckoning series 

Director: Kent Martin 

Producer: John Taylor 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


Blue Ribbon Award 

International Issues Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


Gemini Award for Best Writing in 
an Information Series (Kent Martin, 
James Laxer) 

1988 Gemini Awards 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
November 29, 30, 1988 


KALAMAZOO 

Director: Marc-André Forcier 

Producers: Jean Dansereau, Louise Gendron, 
Suzanne Dussault, Nicole Robert, 
Yvon Provost 

Coproduced by Les Ateliers du cinéma 

québécois Inc. and NFB with the partici- 

pation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 

générale du Cinéma du Québec and the 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 


L.E. Ouimet-Molson Award for the Best 
Feature Film given by the Association 
québécoise des critiques de cinéma 
Septiémes Rendez-vous du cinéma 
québécois 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

February 2 to 11, 1989 


THE KING CHRONICLE 
Director: Donald Brittain 
Producer; Adam Symansky 
Coproduced by NFB and Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


Chris Statuette Award 

Social Studies Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


LEFT OUT 

Part of Finding Our Way series 
Director: Jim Purdy 

Producers: John Kramer, John Spotton 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


Certificate of Commendation 
A.T.O.M. Awards 1988 for Short 
Educational Films 

Melbourne, Australia 

June 1988 


LUCRETIA 
Director: Heidi Blomkvist 
Producer: Eunice Macaulay 


Citation for Honorable Mention for 
Cinematography (Pierre Landry, Robin 
L.P. Bain, Raymond Dumas) 

Language Arts — Literary Adaptations 
Category 

18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


THE MAGIC QUILT 

Director: Bettina Maylone 
Producer; George Johnson 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


Ruby Slipper Award for the Best Anima- 
tion Film, given by the Children’s Jury 
International Children’s Films and 
Television Festival 

Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 

July 30 to August 4, 1988 


THE MAN WHO STOLE DREAMS 

Director: Joyce Borenstein 

Producers: Margaret Pettigrew, 
Kathleen Shannon 


Honorable Mention 

Short Animated Films (10-15 minutes) 
Category 

5th International Festival of Children’s 
Films 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A 

October 14 to 23, 1988 


MARIO 
Director: Jean Beaudin 
Producers: Jean Beaudin, Héléne Verrier 


Blue Ribbon Award 

Family Relations Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


MORTIMER GRIFFIN AND SHALINSKY 
Director: Mort Ransen 
Producers: Janice Platt 
(Atlantis Films Limited), 
William Weintraub (NFB) 
Coproduced by Atlantis Films Limited and 
NFB with the participation of Global Tele- 
vision Network and Telefilm Canada 


Red Ribbon Award 

Literary Adaptations Category 

40th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


MR. NOBODY 

Part of The Elderly at Risk series 
Director: Lyn Wright 

Producer: Silva Basmajian 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


Red Ribbon Award 


' Special Needs — Elderly Category 


30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 
March 8 to 13, 1988 


NOCTURNES 
Director: Francois Aubry 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Mention for the quality and originality 
of the special effects 

Sixieme Carrousel international du film 
Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 

September 19 to 25, 1988 


THE OLD PERSON’S FRIEND 

Part of Discussions in Bioethics series 

Director: Annie O'Donoghue 

Producers; Wolf Koenig, Jennifer Torrance 
Ian Rankin 


International Film Screening 
Honorable Mention 

7th International Congress on Care 
of the Terminally Ill 

Presented by the Royal Victoria 
Hospital in collaboration with 
McGill University 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

October 15 to 19, 1988 


ONE STEP AWAY 

Part of Family Crisis series 

Director; Robert Fortier 

Producers: Robert Fortier, Sam Grana 


Honorable Mention Citation 

Education Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


PEEP AND THE BIG WIDE WORLD 
Director: Kaj Pindal 

Producer: Michael Scott 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


Second Prize 

Children’s Animated Productions (not 
part of a series) Category 

Ottawa ‘88 International Animation 
Festival 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

October 5 to 9, 1988 


Honorable Mention 

Single Program Video Animation 
Category 

Sth International Festival of Children’s 
Films 

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 

October 14 to 23, 1988 


POUNDMAKER’S LODGE: 
A HEALING PLACE 
Director: Alanis Obomsawin 
Producers: Alanis Obomsawin, 
Marrin Canell, Robert Verrall 


Certificate of Honorable Mention 
Health and Medicine — Addiction, 
Alcohol, Drugs, Tobacco Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


PREMIERS BATISSEURS DE MONTREAL 
(filmstrip) 
Director: Pierre Lapointe 
Producers: Pierre Lapointe, 
Colette Blanchard 


Certificate of Merit 

AMTEC Media Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
June 19 to 22, 1988 


RICHARD CARDINAL: CRY FROM A 
DIARY OF A METIS CHILD 
Director: Alanis Obomsawin 
Producers: Alanis Obomsawin, 

Marrin Canell, Robert Verrall 


Red Ribbon Award 

Current Concerns Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


SALUT VICTOR 

Director: Anne Claire Poirier 

Producer: Monique Létourneau 

Coproduced by NFB and Les Producteurs 
T.V.-Films Associés Inc. with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, 

la Société générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and la Société de 
radio-télévision du Québec 


Grand Prix Hydro-Québec (Public's 
Award) 

7th International Film Festival of Abitibi 
Témiscamingue 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec 

October 29 to November 3, 1988 


SEE NO EVIL... 

Director: Paul Cowan 

Producers: Paul Cowan, 
Adam Symansky 


Merit Award for Narration 

8th Atlantic Film and Video Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
October 11 to 16, 1988 


SHATTERED DREAMS 

Director; Wendy Hill-Tout 
Producer: Dale Phillips 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Best Documentary 

Best Overall Sound 

(Per Asplund, George Tarrant) 
15th Annual Alberta Film and 
Television Awards 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
February 25, 1989 


SHOOTING STARS 
Director: Allan Stein 
Producers: Allan Stein, 

Jerry D. Krepakevich 
Coproduced by Stein MacLean Productions 
Limited and NFB (English Program Branch, 
North West Studio) in collaboration with 
the Secretary of State, Women’s Program, 
Basketball Canada, the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corporation (Edmonton) and with 
the participation of Alberta Motion Picture 
Development Corporation and Telefilm 
Canada 


Best Sport/Recreation Film 

24th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 
May 25 to 29, 1988 


SONIA 

Director; Paule Baillargeon 

Producers: Michel Gauthier, Roger Frappier 
Suzanne Dussault 


Chris Statuette Award 

Health and Medicine — Care for the 
Mentally Ill, Issues in Psychology, 
Psychiatry 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


SUCRE NOIR 
Director: Michel Régnier 
Producer: Eric Michel 


Special Mention 

Section: Regard canadien sur |’Afrique et 
les pays créoles 

Les journées du cinéma africain 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

April 12 to 17, 1988 


TO A SAFER PLACE 

Director: Beverly Shaffer 

Producers: Gerry Rogers, Beverly Shaffer 
Kathleen Shannon, 
Barbara Janes, Ginny Stikeman, 
Rina Fraticelli 


1988 Emily Award 

Blue Ribbon Award 

Family Relations Category 

30th American Film and Video Festival 
New York, N.Y., U.S.A. 

May 23 to 28, 1988 


First Place — Gold Award 
Family Dynamics Category 
John Muir Medical Film Festival 
Walnut Creek, California, U.S.A. 
June 18 to 25, 1988 


Chris Statuette Award 

Health and Medicine — Rape/Sexual 
Abuse Category 

36th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A. 

October 26 to 28, 1988 


TOCADE 
Director: Michel Murray 
Producer: Robert Forget 


Golden Spike for the Best Short Film of 
the Festival 

34rd International Film Festival 
Valladolid, Spain 

October 21 to 29, 1988 


TRAIN OF DREAMS 
Director: John N. Smith 
Producers: Sam Grana, Sally Bochner 


Principado de Asturias Award for the 
Best Feature Film of the Festival 
Best Director Award (john N. Smith) 
Best Actor Award (Jason St. Amour) 
International Film Festival 

Gijon, Spain 

July 8 to 16, 1988 


THE WAKE 

Part of Daughters of the Country series 
Director and Producer: Norma Bailey 
Produced by NFB (English Program 


Branch, Prairie Studio) with the participa- 


tion of the Manitoba Job Fund and the 
Manitoba Government 


Best Script Award (Sharon Riis) 
Superchannel Best Script cash award of 
$1,000. 

Special Jury Award 

Certificate of Merit for Acting 

(Dianne Debassige) 

24th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 

May 25 to 29, 1988 


A WAKE FOR MILTON 

Directors: Brian Pollard, Mike Mahoney 
Producer: Brian Pollard 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


Award of Merit for On-air Narration to 
Cedric Smith 

8th Atlantic Film and Video Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

October 11 to 16, 1988 


THE WANDERER/L’ETRANGER 
Director: George Ungar 
Producers: George Ungar, 

Eunice Macaulay, Ishu Patel 


Jury Award 

Short Films Category 

World Film Festival 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
August 24 to September 4, 1988 


Mention for the quality of the short 
story adaptation 

Sixieme Carrousel international du film 
Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 

September 19 to 25, 1988 


WHERE THE BAY BECOMES THE SEA 
Director: John Brett 

Producer: Shelagh Mackenzie 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) in collaboration 
with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation 


Mario Ruspolli Trophy for the Best 
Ecological Film 

First International Film Festival of the 
Sea and Islands 

Angra de Heroismo, Acores, Portugal 
April 25 to May 1, 1988 


WORLD DRUMS 

Director: Niv Fichman 

Producers; Niv Fichman, Louise Clark, 
Larry Weinstein 

Produced by Rhombus Media Inc. for NFB 


Honorable Mention for Concept 

Music Around the World Category 
18th Annual National Educational Film 
and Video Festival 

Oakland, California, U.S.A. 

April 29 to May 1, 1988 


Photo: Canapress Photo Service 


SPECIAL AWARDS 
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An honorary Oscar is presented to the National Film Board, in 
Hollywood. Shown are Kiefer Sutherland, the Honorable Marcel Masse, 
Anne Claire Poirier, Colin Low, and Donald Sutherland. 


DONALD BRITTAIN 


1988 John Grierson International Gold Medal 
Award 

140th SMPTE Technical Conference 

Honors and Awards 

New York, N.Y., U.S.A 

October 15 to 19, 1988 


LES HALMAN 


Pioneer Award 

This award, given during the festival 
each year by CBC, pays tribute to an 
individual who has done pioneer work 
in the film industry in the Atlantic 
Region 

8th Atlantic Film and Video Festival 
1988 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
October 11 to 16, 1988 


PIERRE HEBERT 


Norman McLaren Heritage Award 
Established and given by Asifa-Canada 
and Guy Glover for the estate of 
Norman McLaren 

Ottawa 88 International Animation 
Festival 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 


October 5 to 9, 1988 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD OF CANADA 


Special Achievement Award 
1989 Genie Awards 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
March 22, 1989 


Honorary Oscar 

“in recognition of its 50th anniversary 
and its dedicated commitment to ori- 
ginate artistic, creative and technological 
activity and excellence in every area of 
film making.’’ 

61st Annual Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 

Hollywood, California, U.S.A 

March 29, 1989 


Certificate of Recognition given by the 
Cooperative Education Department of 
the Protestant School Board of Greater 
Montreal to the NFB for its contribution 
towards the education and training of 
students as they face the challenges re 
quired for the world of work 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

June 21, 1988 
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Jacques Godbout, Joan Pennefather and Kathleen Shannon accept an 
honorary Genie from the Academy of Canadian Film and Television 


ANNE CLAIRE POIRIER 


Albert-Tessier Award 1988 

Awarded by the Quebec Department 

of Cultural Affairs 

Silver Medal and Certificate of Honor 
accompanied by a cash prize of $15,000 
Les Prix du Québec 1988 

Québec, Quebec, Canada 

October 17, 1988 
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To the Minister of Communications 


I have examined the balance sheet of the National Film Board as at 
March 31, 1989 and the statements of operations, accumulated deficit and 
accumulated net charge against the Revolving Fund’s authority for the year 
then ended. My examination was made in accordance with generally ac- 
cepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests and other 
procedures as I considered necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly the financial posi- 
tion of the Board as at March 31, 1989 and the results of its operations 
and the changes in its financial position for the year then ended in accor- 
dance with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis 
consistent with that of the preceding year. 


Raymond Dubois, F.C.A. 
Deputy Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 2, 1989 


NATE EON AVL FF IAL Orn 


ASSETS 


BALANCE SHEET Current assets 


AS AT MARCH 31, 1989 
Cash 


Accounts receivable 
Government of Canada 
Outside parties 

Advances to coproducers (Note 3) 

Inventories (Note 4) 


Prepaid expenses 


Fixed assets (Note 5) 


Cost 


Less: accumulated depreciation 


1989 1988 

§ = 292,857 $135,367 
1,577,634 750, 713 
3, 716,507 4, 563,806 
427,270 — 
2,716,685 2,088,819 
644,791 411,164 
9,375; 744 7,949, 869 
28, 148,072 24,331,730 
15,910,381 14,058, 889 
12,237,691 10,272,841 


§ 21,613,435 


§ 18,222,710 


Approved by Management: 


hho | 


Director of Finance, Administration 
and Personnel Division 


Ge 


Vice-Government Film Commissioner 


ae ON hte re Me BLO: A RD 


LIABILITIES 1989 1988 


Current liabilities 


Accounts payable 


Government of Canada § 2,751,874 $ 492,765 
Outside parties 3,945,057 3,307, 724 
Accrued salaries and benefits 784, 668 677,383 
Advances on productions 222,261 198,370 


Current portion of obligations 

under capital lease (Note 6) 350, 554 — 
Current portion of provision for 

employee termination 

benefits 320,000 320,000 


8,374,414 4,996,242 


Long-term liability 


Obligations under capital lease 


(Note 6) 1,186, 463 — 
Provision for employee 

termination benefits 6,453, 061 6,304, 458 

7,639, 524 6,304, 458 

16,013,938 11,300, 700 


EQUITY OF CANADA 


Accumulated net charge against 
the Revolving Fund’s authority 


(Note 7) 12,931,269 14,708,251 
Accumulated deficit (Note 8) (Z,93L, 472) (7, 786,241) 
5,599, 497 6,922,010 

$21,613,435 $18,222,710 


Approved by the Board: 


fu Jeae 


Member 


wn a2 


Member 


<j 
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
MARCH 31, 1989 


Expenses (Note 9) 


English programming 
Production of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 
Board’s program 
Sponsored production 
Marketing of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 


French programming 
Production of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 
Board’s program 
Sponsored production 
Marketing of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 


General services 
Distribution and other services 
Research and development 


Management and administration 


Revenues 
Production and marketing of films 
and other forms of visual 
presentation 
English programming 
French programming 
Film prints, rentals and royalties 
Canadian distribution 
International distribution 
Services and miscellaneous 


Pili MBO a hop 


Cost of operations before expenses 
to obtain programming licences 


Expenses to obtain programming 
licences 


Cost of operations for the year 


1989 1988 

S$ 26,932,031 S$ 25,983,385 
3,845, 141 3,350,157 
9,539,512 8,496, 716 
40,316, 684 37,830,258 
16,325, 137 15,144, 665 
679, 420 127,850 
3,595,074 3,165, 283 
20,599, 631 18, 437,798 
10,356,779 9, 909, 563 
1,088,001 1,293,012 
11, 444, 780 11,202,575 
8, 684, 756 8,770,954 
81,045,851 76,241, 585 
3,849, 645 3,369,328 
715,840 136,903 
2,229, 260 1,897,919 
2,387,088 2,535, 844 
1,677,656 1,477,057 
10,859, 489 9,417,051 


70,186, 362 


§ 70,186,362 


66, 824, 534 


E150, 297 


$ 67,975, 531 
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1989 1988 
STATEMENT OF ACCUMULATED Balance, beginning of year § 7,786,241 S$ 6,546,282 
DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR ENDED Cost of operations for the year 70, 186,362 67,975, 531 
MARCH 31, 1989 

77,972,603 74,521,813 

Parliamentary appropriation 
— Operations (70, 640, 831) (66, 735,572) 
Balance, end of year $ 7,331,772 § 7,786,241 


eee 
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STATEMENT OF ACCUMULATED 
NET CHARGE AGAINST THE 
REVOLVING FUND’S AUTHORITY 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

MARCH 31, 1989 


Operating activities 
Cost of operations for the year 
Items not affecting the accumulated 
net charge against the Revolving 
Fund’s authority 
Depreciation 
Loss (gain) on disposal 
of fixed assets 
Increase in the provision 
for employee 
termination benefits 
Decrease in the provision 
for accrued vacations 


Decrease (increase) in the funded 
components of working capital 


Investing activities 
Acquisition of fixed assets 
Acquisition under capital leases 
Proceeds from disposal of fixed assets 
Advance to a non-profit organization 
Write-off of advances to a 

non-profit organization 


Financing activities 

Parliamentary appropriation 

Decrease (increase) in the net book 
value of fixed assets net of 
obligations under capital lease 


Obligations under capital lease 
Payments on obligations under 
capital lease 


TONAL pfeil Lf wats! Rep 


1989 1988 

$(70, 186, 362) $(67,975, 531) 
2,423,054 3,610, 533 
(176, 590) 758, 104 
148, 603 649, 587 
(31, 139) (247,999) 
(67,822, 434) (63,205,306) 
1,632,882 (6,090, 589) 
(66, 189, 552) (69,295,895) 
(2,791,535) (2,215,975) 
(1, 707,301) oe 
287,522 51,382 
— (17,944) 

= 808, 123 
(4,211,314) (1,374,414) 


Increase (decrease) for the year 
Balance, beginning of year 


Balance, end of year 


71,068, 664 64,531,528 
(427,833) 2,204,044 
70,640,831 66, 735,572 
1,707,301 ~~ 
(170,284) a 
72,177,848 66, 735,572 
(1,776, 982) 3,934, 737 
14,708,251 10,773,514 

$ 12,931,269 $ 14,708,251 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
MARCH 31, 1989 


1. Authority and purposes The National Film Board was established in 1950 under the National Film Act to initiate 
and promote the production and distribution of films in the national interest and in 
particular to: 


— produce and distribute, and to promote the production and distribution of films 
designed to interpret Canada to Canadians and to other nations; 


—_/fepresent the Government of Canada in its relations with persons engaged in 
commercial motion picture film activity in connection with motion picture films 
for the Government or any department thereof; 


— engage in research in film activity and to make available the results thereof to 
persons engaged in the production of films; 


— advise the Governor in Council in connection with film activities; and 


— discharge such other duties relating to film activity as the Governor in Council 
may direct it to undertake. 


The Board, through the operation of a revolving fund having a permanent continuing 
authority from Parliament, can make payments out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
for working capital and the interim financing of operating costs and the acquisition 
of fixed assets and can record the increase in the net book value of fixed assets against 
this authority, which provides that the aggregate of admissible working capital and net 
book value of fixed assets is not to exceed $20 million at any one time. A parliamentary 
authority, to replenish the revolving fund for net acquisitions of fixed assets and the 
admissible cost of operations, is voted annually and recorded in the year to which it 
applies. Any unused balance lapses. 


2. Significant accounting policies Production of films and other forms of visual presentation 


All production costs are charged to operations in the year in which they are incurred 
and shown in the statement of operations as follows: 


Board’s program 


All costs incurred for unsponsored productions, the Board’s share in coproductions and 
the excess of costs over the sponsor’s contribution for partially sponsored productions. 
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Sponsored production 


All costs incurred for fully sponsored productions and the sponsored costs of partially 
sponsored productions. 


Revenues from production of films and other forms of visual presentation are account- 
ed for at an amount equal to the sponsored production costs during the year in which 
these costs are incurred. Any profit is recognized in the year the production is completed. 


Film Prints 


The cost of prints made for sale purposes is recorded as inventories. The cost of other 
prints is expensed on a current basis. 


Inventories 


Productions in progress are carried at the cumulative amount of costs incurred for each 
production exceeding advances invoiced, up to the amount of the sponsored unbilled 
balance. On the other hand, any cumulative excess of advances invoiced over costs 
incurred is recorded as advances on productions. 


Materials and supplies are carried at the average costs. 


Film prints and other forms of visual presentation held for sale are carried at the lower 
of the average direct cost of production and net realizable value. 


Fixed assets 


Technical equipment, data processing equipment, office equipment and furniture and 
rolling stock are carried at cost. Depreciation is calculated on the straight-line method 
over the estimated useful lives of the assets, generally 3 to 20 years. 


’ Leasehold improvements are charged to operations as incurred. 


The Board enters into operating lease agreements to acquire the exclusive use of certain 
fixed assets. These rental fees are charged to operations in the year to which they apply. 
The Board also enters into capital lease agreements by which substantially all the benefits 
and risks incident to ownership of the assets are transferred to the Board. The Board 
then records an asset and an obligation corresponding to the fair value of the acquisi- 
tion price of the asset (excluding any interest expenditure). The assets recorded from 
a capital lease agreement are amortized on the same basis as other assets owned by 
the Board and the obligations are amortized over the lease term. 


3. Advances to coproducers 


4. Inventories 
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Employee termination benefits 


On termination of employment, employees of the Board are entitled to certain benefits 
provided for under their collective agreements and their conditions of employment. 
The cost of these benefits is expensed in the year in which they are earned. 


Pension plan 


All employees participate in the superannuation plan administered by the Government 
of Canada. The employees and the Board contribute equally to the cost of the plan. 
This contribution represents the total liability of the Board. Contributions in respect 
of current service and admissible past service are expensed during the year in which 
payments are made. The terms of payment for past service are set by the applicable 
purchase conditions in effect, generally over the number of years of service remaining 
prior to retirement. 


During the year, the Board advanced amounts to coproducers to temporarily finance 
a portion of their production costs and in order to avoid delaying production sche- 
dules. These advances are reimbursable without interest according to the degree of ad- 
vancement of productions. Concurrently, the coproducers have assigned to the Board 
amounts owed or amounts that could be owed by Telefilm Canada or the Société de 
radio-télévision du Québec. 


1989 1988 
Productions in progress $ 975,123 § 397,831 
Materials and supplies 1,417,453 1,338, 817 
Film prints and other forms of 
visual presentation held 
for sale 324,109 352,171 
$2,716,685 $2,088,819 


5. Fixed assets 
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Balance, Balance, 
beginning end 
Cost of year Acquisitions Disposals of year 
Technical Equipment $18,993,961 $2,088, 903 $ 152,589 $20,930,275 
Data processing 
equipment 3,825,510 525,770 487,217 3,864, 063 
Office furniture 901,759 84,479 6,370 979,868 
Office equipment 501,396 73,407 10,006 564,797 
Rolling stock 109,104 18,976 26,312 101,768 
$24, 331, 730 $2,791,535 § 682,494 26, 440, 771 
Equipment under 
capital lease 
Data processing 
Equipment $ — § 1,694,779 $ — eS) Ll O94 e7s9) 
Technical equipment — 12,522 — 12,522 
— 1,707,301 — 1,707,301 
$24, 331, 730 $4, 498, 836 § 682,494 $28,148,072 
Balance, Balance, 
Accumulated beginning end 
depreciation of year Depreciation Decrease of year 
Technical equipment $11,652,956  $ 1,675,628 § 149,497 $13,179,087 
Data processing 
equipment 1,764,901 592,171 393, 433 1,963,639 
Office furniture 317,159 62,177 6,041 373,295 
Office equipment 249,301 49, 888 9, 733 289,456 
Rolling stock 74,572 12,559 12,858 74,273 
$14,058,889 $ 2,392,423 § 571,562 $15,879,750 
Equipment under 
capital lease 
Data processing $ _— § 30,422 § — § 30,422 
Technical equipment — 209 — 209 
_ 30,631 — 30,631 
$14,058, 889 $2, 423,054 § 571,562 $15,910,381 
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6. Obligations under capital lease 


7. Accumulated net charge against 
the Revolving Fund’s authority 


During the year, the Board entered into agreements to rent data processing equipment 
and technical equipment under capital lease. The assets were capitalized at $1,707,301 
using implicit interest rates varying from 9.5% to 15%. The related obligations are 
liquidated over the 5-year lease terms and are segregated between current and long-term 
portions on the balance sheet. Minimum lease payments for the year ended March 31, 
1989 totalled $170,596, including interest of $312 charged to operations. 


Obligation under capital lease includes the following: 


Future lease payments 


1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 


Less: interest 


Current portion 


Long-term portion 


Amount spent in excess of 


370, 750 
370, 750 
370, 750 
370, 750 
369,992 


1,852,992 
31,9 


rok Wy We 
350,554 


1, 186, 463 


parliamentary appropriation 


current year 


prior year 
Funded components of working capital 
Net book value of fixed assets 
Obligations under capital lease 


1989 


266, 438 
1,964, 157 
12,237,691 
(1,537,017) 


$12,931,269 


1988 


$ 838,371 
3,597,039 
10,272,841 


$14, 708,251 


8. Accumulated deficit 


9. Expenses 


10. Contingent liability 
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Comprised of the following unfunded cumulative expenses: 


1989 1988 
Amount spent in excess of 
parliamentary appropriation 
current year § oo § 838371 
prior year 266, 438 -- 
Accrued vacations 292,273 323,412 
Employee termination benefits 
short-term 320,000 320,000 
long-term 6,453,061 6,304, 458 
S$ 7,331,772 $ 7,786,241 
1989 1988 
Salaries and benefits $40,327,013 $38, 400, 871 
Rentals 9, 489, 647 9,302,898 
Professional and special services 7, 585, 640 6,963,851 
Transportation and communications 5,810,279 5,476,947 
Materials and supplies 4, 362,836 6,017, 860 
Cash financing in coproductions 3,791,875 390, 905 
Contracted film production and 
laboratory processing 3, 540, 495 1,975,233 
Depreciation 2,423,054 3,610; 533 
Repair and upkeep 1,645,391 1,350,624 
Information 1,579,264 1,335,206 
Miscellaneous 490,357 1,416,657 
$81,045,851 $76,241, 585 


The Board is the defendant in certain pending claims and lawsuits for amounts totalling 
$1,927,937. It is the opinion of Management that these actions, if as and when 
resolved, will not result in any substantial liabilities to the Board. 


HEAD OFFICE 
Ottawa, Ontario 
150 Kent Street 


Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0M9 
Tel.: (613) 992-3615 


OPERATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


Norman McLaren Building 
3155 Cote de Liesse Road 
St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 


John Grierson Building 
125 Houde Street 
St. Laurent, Quebec 


Tel.: (514) 283-9000 
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POSTAL ADDRESS 


P.O. Box 6100 
Station A 


Montreal, Quebec H3C 3HS 


DELIVERY ADDRESS 


Norman McLaren Building 
3155 Cote de Liesse Road, 
St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 


DIALCOM 
20: GOC 148 


DISTRIBUTION 


© DISTRIBUTION IN CANADA 


ALBERTA 


Audiovisual Centre 

Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue, Suite 120 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3010/3013 


Partner : 


Calgary Public Library 
616 McLeod Trail S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 2M3 
Tel.: (403) 292-5340 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Audiovisual Centre 

1045 Howe Street, Suite 100 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2B1 
Tel.: (604) 666-0716 


1412 Douglas Street 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 2G1 
Tel. : (604) 388-3868 
Partner: 


Prince George Public Library 
887 Dominion Street 
Prince George, B.C 

Tel.: (604) 563-9251 


V2L SL] 


MANITOBA 


Audiovisual Centre 
245 Main Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Tel.: (204) 983-4131 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 


Audiovisual Centre 

Terminal Plaza Building 

1222 Main Street 

Moncton, New Brunswick EI1C 1H6 
Tel.: (506) 857-6101 


Partner : 


1 Market Place, 3rd floor 
Saint John, New Brunswick E2L 4Z6 
Tel.: (506) 648-4996 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Audiovisual Centre 

Building 205, Pleasantville 

St. John’s, Newfoundland AIA 1$8 
Tel.: (709) 772-5005 


Partner: 


Corner Brook City Library 
Sir Richard Squires Building 
Corner Brook, Newfoundland 
A2H 6J8 

Tel. : (709) 637-2222 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Partner : 


Government of N.W.T. 
Department of Education 
School Program Branch 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
Tel.: (403) 873-7672 


X1A 2L9 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Audiovisual Centre 
1572 Barrington Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Tel.: (902) 426-6001 


Partner : 


B3J 126 


University College of Cape Breton 
Glace Bay/Sydney Highway 
P.O. Box 7770 
Sydney, Nova Scotia 
Tel.: (902) 564-7770 


BIP 6K7 


ONTARIO 


Audiovisual Centre 

150 Kent Street, Suite 642 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M9 
Tel.: (613) 996-4861 


Audiovisual Centre 
Mackenzie Building 

1 Lombard Street 

Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J6 
Tel. : (416) 973-9093/9110 


Government of Canada Building 
120 Clarence Street, Suite 277 
Kingston, Ontario K7L 1X0 
Tel.: (613) 545-8056 


195 First Avenue West 
North Bay, Ontario PIB 3B8 
Tel.: (705) 472-4740 


Partners 


Dundas Public Library 

18 Ogilvie Street 

Dundas, Ontario LOH 282 
Tel.: (416) 627-3507 


Kitchener Public Library 

85 Queen Street North 
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 2H1 
Tel. : (519) 743-0271 


London Public Library 

305 Queen Avenue 
London, Ontario N6B 3L7 
Tel.: (519) 661-5100 


Centre des jeunes de Sudbury 
20 St. Anne Road 

Sudbury, Ontario P3C 5N4 
Tel.: (705) 675-6493 ext. 22 


Thunder Bay Public Library 

910 Victoria Avenue 

Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 1B4 
Tel.: (807) 623-5414 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Audiovisual Centre 

202 Richmond Street 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
Tel.: (902) 368-4641 


CIA 1J2 


QUEBEC 


Audiovisual Centre 

Complexe Guy-Favreau 

Suite 005 

200 René-Lévesque Blvd, West 
Montreal, Quebec H2Z 1X4 
Tel.: (514) 283-4823/4824/4861 


Audiovisual Centre 

350 St. Joseph Street East 
Quebec, Quebec GI1K 3B2 
Tel.: (418) 648-3176/3852 


530 Jacques-Cartier Street East 
Chicoutimi, Quebec G7H 1Z5 
Tel.: (418) 543-0711 


207 Cathedral Avenue 
Rimouski, Quebec G5L 5J1 
Tel.: (418) 722-3086 


Université du Québec 
Pavillon Taschereau 

74 Taschereau Street East 
Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec 
Tel.: (819) 762-6051 


Partners: 


JOX 3E4 


Bibliothéque municipale de Sherbrooke 


165 Bank Street 
Sherbrooke, Quebec J1H 1G8 
Tel.: (819) 822-6019 


Bibliothéque municipale de Trois- 
Riviéres 

1225 Place de I’Hotel de Ville 
Trois-Riviéres, Quebec G9A 5L9 
Tel.: (819) 372-4630 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Audiovisual Centre 

424 - 21st Street East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Tel.: (306) 975-5867 


S7K 0C2 


Partner: 


Regina Public Library 
2311, 12th Avenue 

Regina, Saskatchewan 
Tel.: (306) 777-6018 


S4P 325 


YUKON 
Partner 


Government of the Yukon 
Libraries and Archives 
Department of Education 
P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Tel.: (404) 667-5811 


YIA 2C6 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CANADA 


UNITED STATES 


16th Floor 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 
Tel.: (212) 586-5131 


EUROPE 


1 Grosvenor Square 
London, England W1X 0AB 
Tel.: 629-9492 


15, rue de Berri 
75008 Paris 
France 

Tel.: 43.59.18.60 


PRODUCTION 
S@aeaseepeepeeecaeaaaasn 
ENGLISH PRODUCTION CENTRES 
ATLANTIC 


1571 Argyle Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Tel.: (902) 426-6000 


B3) 2B2 


ONTARIO 


90 Richmond Street East, 3rd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario MSC IP1 
Tel.: (416) 973-0899 


PRAIRIE 


245 Main Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Tel.: (204) 983-3160 


2001 Cornwall Street, Suite 111 
Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 2K6 
Tel.: (306) 780-5014 
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NORTHWEST 


Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue, Suite 120 
Edmonton, Alberta 15] 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3013 


PACIFIC 


1045 Howe Street, Suite 400 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2B1 
Tel.: (604) 666-3838 


FRENCH PRODUCTION CENTRES 
ACADIA 


Terminal Plaza Building 
1222 Main Street 
Moncton, New Brunswick 
Tel.: (506) 857-6105 


EIC 1H6 


ONTARIO 


90 Richmond Street East 
Toronto, Ontario M5C IPI 
Tel.: (416) 973-2225 


WEST 
245 Main Street 


Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Tel.: (204) 983-3194 


R3C 1A7 
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National Office 
Film Board national du film 
of Canada du Canada 


Government Film Commissioner | Commissaire du gouvernement a la cinématographie 


Ottawa, 1990 


The Honorable Marcel Masse 
Minister of Communications 
Ottawa (Ontario) 


Sir, 


| have the honor of presenting to you, in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 (1) 
of the National Film Act, 1950, the fifty-first Annual Report of the work of the National Film 
Board for the year ended March 31, 1990. 


The report also provides highlights of major events that took place at the Board during this 
fiscal period. 


Yours respectfully, 


Ln es 


Joan Pennefather 
Government Film Commissioner and 
Chairperson of the National Film Board 
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The Board of Trustees of the National Film Board of Canada consists of nine members. Four of them, 
including the Government Film Commissioner (who is also Chairperson of the Board), are from the public 
service, and five are prominent citizens representing the major geographic regions of the country. 
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The National Film Board of Canada is a cultural agency whose primary concern has always 
been to serve the people of Canada. Indeed, the drafting of the Act of Parliament that 
created the NFB in 1939 can be hailed as visionary, for our mandate “to promote the 
production and distribution of films designed to interpret Canada to Canadians and to other 
nations” is as valid today as when it was formulated over fifty years ago. 


The NFB serves Canadians by enriching our collective heritage through the production of 
films that educate, enlighten, delight and inspire. In these days of globalization, 
interdependent economies are distinguished by a nation’s unique cultural characteristics. 
Canada is particularly progressive in this regard. We maintain and cherish cultural and 
ethnic diversity and linguistic duality, and we understand the need to embrace differences 
over conformity, compromise over incompatibility, tolerence and generosity over vested 
interest. The NFB reflects and reinforces this notion of Canada in films such as Jours de 
plaine (directed by Réal Bérard and André Leduc) and Welcome to Canada (directed by 
John Smith). 


Great numbers of Canadians enjoyed the NFB’s 50th Anniversary celebrations in 1989. 
Many thousands came to our Anniversary Open Houses that were held in NFB studios 
across Canada. During a pan-Canadian award’s tour of the NFB’s Oscar, Genie and Palme 
d’or, more than 10,000 people were photographed with these trophies. The popularity of 
the anniversary celebrations was enhanced by the participation of four esteemed NFB 
filmmakers - Kathleen Shannon, Jacques Godbout, Anne Claire Poirier and Colin Low - 
who were special cultural ambassadors during the year. The NFB’s half-century of 
filmmaking achievements was marked as well by the issuing of a commemorative stamp by 
Canada Post. This past year saw the release of a range of innovative animated productions 
including Juke-Bar (directed by Martin Barry), a sizzling puppet and live-action animation 
film that earned enthusiastic reviews in Canada and abroad. It will entertain audiences for 
years to come. We look forward to a double animation celebration in 1991 : the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of the English Animation Unit by the late master Norman 
McLaren, and the 25th anniversary of the French Animation Studio. 


Throughout the history of the NFB, documentary has been the most effective film genre to 
fulfill our role as public producer. One of the most wide-reaching of the anniversary 
events, the symposium A Salute to the Documentary , underscored the NFB’s international 
' leadership role in the development of documentary film, and the vitality of this film genre 
worldwide. In this regard, recent productions such as Au Chic Resto Pop, directed by 
Tahani Rached, illustrate that innovation continues to thrive and to add to our 
achievements. “A stimulating and bracing film,” wrote Francine Laurendeau in Le Devoir. 


Women’s film production continues to occupy a critical place at the NFB. The Federal 
Women’s Film Program, Studio D and Regards de Femmes have this past year produced 
acclaimed and important works: Goddess Remembered (directed by Donna Read), Il y a 
longtemps que je t'aime (directed by Anne Claire Poirier), In her Chosen Field / Femmes en 
campagne (directed by Barbara Evans). The year 1989 also marked the 15th anniversary of 
Studio D, a production unit which has gained recognition as the first public production unit 
in the world devoted exclusively to women issues. 


Other NFB studios across Canada are exploring the concerns of Canadian women as well. 
The Ontario Centre’s documentary, Playing for Keeps, a moving profile of several teenage 
mothers, recently drew an audience of over 800,000 viewers when it was shown on a CBC 
prime time telecast. The success of this film, directed by independent filmmaker Lyn 
Wright, proves that films designed for specific audience groups do enjoy widespread 
appeal. 


In 1989, the contribution of the NFB’s Technical Research and Development Division was 
highlighted at the Congress of the International Union of Technical Cinematograph 
Associations (UNIATEC). This international event, with participants from over 25 countries 
and hosted by the NFB, took place in Montreal in October of the same year. This was the 
first time the UNIATEC Congress has ever been held in North America. 


The NFB continues in its role as a significant producer of feature-length dramatic films, 
both as sole producer or co-producer. Cynthia Scott’s The Compagny of Strangers has been 
launched on its global tour to a wave of standing ovations, while Gile Walker's Princes in 
Exile, co-produced with Cinepix, was one of the season’s television favourites - “One of 
the most affecting Canadian movies ever made in English,” according to the Toronto Star. 
Through its co-production program, the NFB has proudly participated in some of the best 
feature films ever made in Canada - The Last Winter, Bye Bye Blues, Une Histoire inventeée, 
Les Noces de Papier and Portion d éternité. 


Distribution activity at the NFB provides the support and promotion needed to ensure that 
films reach both the primary audience and for which they have been created, as well as 
being presented and made available to the general public. Direct marketing to the home 
video market, toll-free numbers for easy-access rental, non-theatrical distribution in public 
and school library networks and increased telecasts are some of the means we use to make 
our products accessible to everyone. For instance, NFB videos can now be borrowed from 
over 300 public libraries across Canada. 


The tributes received by the NFB during this anniversary year, and the enthusiastic 
response to our productions, reconfirm public confidence in this organization. But we are 
keenly aware that we must continue to earn this confidence. During the past year, the NFB 
has reviewed its programs and activities, looking for ways to better serve the public yet, to 
continue to develop the art of filmmaking and to support greater access to films across the 
country. Our mission is to assure that the National Film Board of Canada plays its part in 
fostering understanding and communication by portraying our past and present realities, 
and by telling uniquely Canadian stories. It is an important and challenging task, one that 
we feel makes a valuable, if not urgent, contribution to Canada at the present time. The 
open expression of ideas and concerns, using the powerful tools of modern 
communication technologies, is fundamental in this process. We believe that the 
combination of creativity and dialogue will help to make Canada a richer place, and a 
country actively involved in assuring the survival of the planet. 


Government Film Commissioner 
and Chairperson of the National Film Board 


Joan Pennefather 


Justice Denied recounts the story of Donald Marshall, a 17-year-old Micmac who was imprisoned eleven years for a murder which he did not commit 
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During the NFB’s 50th Anniversary year, 
praise from the media was wide-ranging 
and glowing. One of the most respected 
members of the press, the Christian 
Science Monitor, chose to feature a special 
news item on its national 
television network covering 
the Film Board and its anni- 
versary. Television coverage 
of NFB films and special 
salutes for the 50th Anniver- 
sary reached tremendous 
heights with national, edu- 
cational, private and inter- 
national networks devoting 
many hours of prime time to the Film 
Board. 


In Canada, two such highlights were the 
presentation by the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation’s NFB Thursday Night Movie 
running from February 2 through March 9, 
offering feature films and an animation 
retrospective, and Vision TV’s unprece- 
dented gesture in devoting an entire 
evening to NFB films and filmmakers. 


Canadians were invited to share in 
NFB anniversary celebrations through 
open houses across the country. The 
Film Board opened its doors to 
the public in Vancouver, Edmonton, 
Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, 
Charlottetown and St. John’s. In Montreal, 
24,000 visitors toured the facilities over a 
three-day period, during which time the 
Cote de Liesse building was dedicated to 
the memory of the late Norman McLaren 
who contributed so much to the NFB and 
to the international world of cinema. 
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Two major National Film Board produc- 
tions released during the 1989 Canadian 
film festival season drew international 
acclaim throughout the year. Paul Cowan’s 


Justice Denied and John Smith's Welcome 


to Canada were first seen at the Montreal 
World Film Festival and at the Festival of 
Festivals in Toronto. In referring to these 
two entries, Noel Taylor of the Ottawa 
Citizen wrote: “No one tells Canada’s story 
quite like the National Film Board. It’s a 
tradition that has used the documentary to 
weave the thread of the nation through 
war and apprehended insurrection and its 
dramatization of events with a universal 
significance.” 


Justice Denied is the powerful story of 


Donald Marshall, a 17-year-old Nova Scotia 
Micmac who was condemned to a 
maximum security prison for a murder 
which he did not commit. Paul Cowan's 
dramatized account of this travesty of 
justice covers the eleven-year period in 
which Marshall remained a prisoner until 
his case was re-opened and he was found 
innocent.When televised on the CBC 
Network on November 19, the film drew 
1.778 million viewers.“A rewarding and 
supremely entertaining experience,” wrote 
the Montreal Gazette. 
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\ group of Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka, set adrift off the shores of Newfoundland, are cared for by 


local villagers in Welcome to Canada 


Goddess Remembered recounts the history of women’s spirituality as far back as 3,500. 


Welcome to Canada is a deeply moving 
account of a group of Tamil refugees from 
Sri Lanka, who are set adrift off the shores 
of Newfoundland and of the people of a 
small fishing village who care for the 
confused arrivals. According to the 
Canadian Press, “the film is an intimate and 
inspiring tale of two very different groups 
trying to relate to each other in small 
ways” and for the Globe and Mail, the film 
Was “a moving portrait of human distress.” 


Another significant anniversary was 
marked at the NFB, the fifteenth of the 
renowned women’s Studio D. Since its 
inception, this studio, the first public film 
unit in the world devoted to women’s 
issues, has produced over 100 films. 
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Two of Studio D’s most notable films were 
Goddess Remembered and Half the 
Kingdom. Both drew turn-away crowds in 
several Canadian cities and received wide 
critical acclaim. Goddess Remembered, 
directed by Donna Read, examines the 
history of women’s spirituality beginning 
around 3,500 B.C. when women were 
respected as the source of life, wisdom 
and justice. The film was launched 
nationally during September and October 
and was programmed into the Toronto 
Festival of Festivals, the Vancouver 
International Film Festival and the 
Edmonton Insight Festival of Films and 
Videos by Women. It premiered on Vision 
TV. Cinema Canada called it “a film which 
is not only intellectually and visually 
stimulating but which culminates in a 
dynamic experience - female and human 
- of the spirit.” 


Half the Kingdom focuses on seven well- 
known women from Canada, the United 
States and Israel who struggle to interpret 
their Jewish heritage with a feminine 
perspective. This Studio D-Kol Ishah 
coproduction was launched nationally in 
conjunction with several national Jewish 
women’s organizations and with local 
synagogue leaders. 


Slated for release in June 1990, Five 
Feminist Minutes is a coproduction of 
Studio D, Regards de femmes and the 
regional studios, and is the result of a 
search for 16 five-minute film proposals. 
Two hundred and fifty entries were 
submitted to the project, which was 
designed to further the NFB’s commitment 
to independent filmmakers, and provide 
them with a showcase for their talents. 


Claire Prieto’s Older, Stronger, Wiser 
presents portraits of Black Canadian 
women in Ontario who recall their lives 
from the 1920s to the early 1980s. The film 
was launched nationally in collaboration 
with several Black community groups 
across the country. Anne Henderson’s film 
On Shifting Ground explores a Philippine 
women’s organization which strives to 
improve the living conditions of families in 
a squatter area. 


1989-1990 was a production year for Phase 
II of the Federal Women’s Film Program, a 
joint venture of the NFB and several 
government agencies and departments to 
support women’s films concerned with 
social justice issues. The first four films in 
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In Her Chosen Field examines the hardships faced 
by women in rural areas and the initiatives they take 
to overcome their problems. 


the program were completed by the end 
of the fiscal year. One of these, Barbara 
Evans’ In Her Chosen Field, named best 
documentary at the 26th Yorkton Short 
Film and Video Festival in Saskatchewan, 
tells of six farm women from 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario. The 
film speaks of the economic crisis in 
agriculture, with a focus on issues facing 
farm women and their families. In Her 
Chosen Field, and Femmes en campagne 
directed by Dagmar Gueissaz Teufel, were 
released at the opening of the 4th Annual 
Conference of Women in Agriculture in 
Saint John, New Brunswick. When the 
CBC and Radio-Canada carried the second 
language versions of both films, the prime 
time telecasts reached over 535,000 
viewers. 


The past year was an exceptional one, not 
only for Studio D, but for the regional 
centres, which focused on women’s issues. 
From the Atlantic Centre, Black Mother, 
Black Daughter, directed by Sylvia 
Hamilton and Claire Prieto, explores the 
lives of a number of Black women in 
Nova Scotia and how they have fostered 
and nurtured their culture in their 
province. A gala public screening in 
Halifax was attended by 1,200 people, and 
the film was entered in the Women’s Film 
Festival in Montreal,.the Festival of 
Festivals in Toronto and the Atlantic Film 
Festival in Halifax 


Under the auspices of the Employment 
Equity Program, the second phase of 
the highly successful documentary wri- 
ters workshop was held in Toronto. In 
Vancouver, the NFB and Women in Focus 
co-sponsored In Visible Colors, a 
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film/video festival and symposium 
showcasing the works of women of color 
and women in the developing world. The 
festival drew an audience of 7,000. The 
Equity Program was also one of the 
sponsors of a series of eight one-day 
workshops in Vancouver entitled “Business 
Skills for the Independent Producer’, 
attended by over 100 women. Across the 
country, the Equity Program encouraged 
the hiring of women as directors, 
producers and writers, and in camera, 
sound, and editing positions. 


Throughout the year, a number of health 
issues were dealt with through film. One 
of the most significant was Wendy Hill- 
Tout’s Shattered Dreams, a North West 
Centre production on the subject of 
schizophrenia and the misconceptions 
concerning this disease. The film reveals 
the devastating effects of schizophrenia on 
family members, and their remarkable 
ability to cope. A powerful and disturbing 
story of a mentally and physically disabled 
boy is told in Hubert Schuurman’s film 
Nicholas, which premiered at the National 
Conference of the Canadian Association 
for Community Living and was telecast 
nationally on the CBC in November. 
Crown Prince, produced by the Prairie 
Centre and directed by Aaron Kim 


Johnston, explores the horrors faced by 


teenagers in dealing with domestic 
violence and how one family begins on its 
road to recovery. 


Since its release in December, Media and 
Society, a four-hour video package 
produced by the Ontario Centre to support 
emerging curricula for media literacy 
studies, has been widely promoted, 
resulting in 230 sales in just three months. 
The collection, directed by David Adkin, 
features 19 NFB films or excerpts about 
the media in contemporary society and is 
accompanied by a 124-page resource 
guide. Another popular item from the 
Ontario Centre is Videos Just For Kids, a 
collection of 26 of the best NFB films for 
children packaged on ten videocassettes. 
In July 1989, the Government Film 
Commissioner presented the Duke and 
Duchess of York with a complete set of 
the videos for their daughter Princess 
Beatrice. 


Black Mother, Black Daughter is a moving testament 
to Black women who have struggled for over 

200 years to create and maintain a home and 
community in Nova Scotia. 


PA 


Schizophrenia and the many misconceptions 
concerning this disease are studied in the powerful 
production Shattered Dreams 


consists of a four-hour video 


Media and Society 
collection to support emerging curricula for 


media literacy studies 
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The Growing Up series is designed to answer questions children ask about human relationships 


and reproduction. 


Three films comprise the Pacific Centre's 
Growing Up series, directed by Moira 
Simpson, which premiered on the TV 
Knowledge Network to much critical 
acclaim. The films Head Full of Questions, 
Especially You, and Changes provide 
sensitively presented, frank information on 
sex education for children. Also from the 
Pacific Centre came the Look Again series 
of six short classroom films exploring 
scientific phenomena. These are 
Connections, Journey of the Blob, Night, 
Between the Walls, Topsy-Turvy and 
Snowballs and Sand Castles, all directed 
by Bill Maylone. 


The Independent Coproduction Program, 
established in 1988 to support films 
proposed by the private sector, parti- 
cipated in the creation of a number 
of significant feature films, notably, 
The Last Winter, Bye Bye Blues, Beautiful 
Dreamers and George’s Island. The Last 
Winter, which premiered in March in 
Winnipeg, tells the story of a rural family’s 
move to the city and the difficulties faced 
by the children in being uprooted. 
Produced in collaboration with Rode 
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Pictures Inc. and John Arron Productions, 
The Last Winter was described by the 
Saskatoon Star Phoenix “like that mug of 
cocoa - warm, sweet and not too filling”, 
and by the Regina Leader Post as“a 
simplistic truthful tale deserving praise and 
attention from those looking for something 
light and entertaining.” The film won top 
prize at the International Youth Festival 


‘in Lyon, France and was accepted in 


competition at the Palm Springs Film 
Festival. The Last Winter was written and 
directed by Aaron Kim Johnston. 


Bye Bye Blues, nominated for 13 Genie 
awards and winner of three (Best Actress, 
Best Supporting Actress, Best Original 
Song), is the story of a woman faced with 
raising a family alone in the Canadian 
prairies who turns to her musical talent, 
not only to survive, but to flourish. 
Produced in collaboration with Allarcom- 
True Blue Films, and written and directed 
by Anne Wheeler, Bye Bye Blues was 
described by the Edmonton Journal as‘a 
movie as good as anything we've seen 
from English Canada in some time. It’s 
emotional at times, funny at others. It’s sad 
and happy, occasionally bitter, sometimes 
sweet. It’s like life.” 


“A charming mixture of a child’s fantasies, dreams 
and realities” is how one journalist described 
The Last Winter. 


Produced by Cinexus/Famous Players with 
the cooperation of Telefilm Canada, the 
Ontario Film Development Corporation 
and the NFB, Beautiful Dreamers stars Rip 
Torn as American poet Walt Whitman and 
tells of the relationship between him and 
a pioneer in the work of humanizing 
conditions for psychiatric patients. The 
film was first seen at the American Film 
Market in Hollywood in March and had its 
world premiere in London, Ontario that 
same month. It was directed by John Kent 
Harrison. 


George's Island, directed by Paul Donovan 
and produced by the NFB’s Atlantic Centre 
in collaboration with Salter Street Films, 
was launched commercially in Halifax in 
November. Maury Chayken stars in this 
fast-moving children’s feature, full of 
pirates, hidden treasure, ghosts and magic. 
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Rip Torn stars as American poet Walt Whitman in 
Beautiful Dreamers, a story of the friendship between 
the writer and a pioneer in the field of occupational 
therapy for the mentally disturbed. 


The first production to result from a 1988 
film training and production agreement 
between the NFB and the Saskatchewan 
government was The Great Electrical 
Revolution, directed by Larry Bauman. The 
project offered a comprehensive training 
and development program for young 
Saskatchewan filmmakers, and created 
significant industry-level employment, it 
assisted in raising public awareness of the 
potential of cultural industries as viable, 
diversified activities and stimulated new 
investment in drama programs originating 
in Saskatchewan. 


The Program to Assist Films in the Private 
Sector (PAFPS) provides assistance to new 
filmmakers who are working individually, 
or with a co-op or non-profit association. 
This year, PAFPS assisted in 240 projects. 
Two of these garnered awards: Good-bye 
Frederico, directed by Patricia Tassinari 
was judged the best drama under 30 
minutes at the Yorkton Short Film and 
Video Festival, and Stunt People, directed 
by Lois Siegel, won a Genie as the best 
short documentary 
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The First Emperor of China/Le Premier 
Empereur de Chine, coproduced with the 
China Xi'an Film Studios and the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization, is the latest 
example of the NFB’s mastery of the 
marvel of IMAX™ cinematography. 
According to the Canadian Press:‘It’s 
majestic. It's sweeping. It’s... BIG.” Direc- 
ted by Tony Ianzelo and China’s Liu Hao 
Xue, the film recounts the incredible story 
of the warrior king Qin Shihuang who 
united the provinces of China into a 
nation. For the first time, film cameras 
were allowed into the famous subterranian 
tomb of Qin to film the now famous terra 
cotta army. Scheduled to open with the 
new Canadian Museum of Civilization in 
Hull on June 29, the premiere was 
postponed because of the tragic student 
uprising in China’s Tiananmen Square. 
When it did begin its run on July 4 it was 
to rave reviews. To date, the film has been 
sold to 11 IMAX/OMNIMAX™ theatres in 
Canada, the United States, Mexico and 
Korea. 


The Genie-winning Stunt People provides a 
behind-the-scenes view of four generations of 

the Fournier family who have performed film stunts 
around the world. 


A number of films dealt with political 
themes. The Relationship, directed by John 
Kramer and Barbara Sears, examines the 
nature of Canadian/American relations 
through trade negotiations, while Dorothy 
Todd Hénaut’s A Song for Quebec traces 


Rebecca Jenkins won a Genie as best actress for her role in Bye Bye Blues 
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Filmed in Canada, Africa and Hong Kong, Who Gets In? examines the nature of the Canadian immigration policy. 


the rise and fall of the Quebec separatist 
movement over the last three decades 
through the eyes of poet and politician 
Gerald Godin and the legendary Quebec 
singer Pauline Julien. Both these films 
were coproduced with WTVS. Who Gets 
In?, a one-hour documentary by Barry 
Greenwald, looks at the front lines of the 
immigration system and the standards 
used by Canadian immigration officers in 
selecting would-be Canadians. Produced 
in association with the CBC and filmed in 
Hong Kong and Nairobi, the film points 
out that many of our nation’s founders and 
present citizens would not pass today’s 
immigration standards. Russian Diary, 
providing a last glimpse of the Soviet 
Union before the transition to glasnost, 
is based on co-director Terri Nash’s 
diary which she kept while filming in 
the U.S.S.R. The film was co-directed by 
Bonnie Sherr Klein. 


Films concerned with the arts included 
Albert Kish’s Notman’s World which tells 
of the life and times of William Notman, 
the photographer who captured on film a 
period at the height of the Industrial 
Revolution, Kamik, produced by the 
Prairie Centre and directed by Elise 
Swerhone, celebrates the artistry of Inuit 
seamstress Ulayok Kaviok and describes 
how she balances the old and new ways 
in her life and her art. 


The much acclaimed Prairie Centre's 
The Defender recalls the story of a man 
with a fixation for aircraft and a dream to 
create the ultimate fighter plane. This film, 
directed by Stephen Low, premiered on 
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national television in March and was the 
grand prizewinner at the Yorkton Short 
Film and Video Festival. The Ottawa 
Citizen described it as “humorous but 
remarkably tender” and TV Times wrote“a 
celebration of human spirit and the 
individual’s refusal to be ground down by 
the System, this film is as good as they 
come.” 


The environment continues to be a major 
concern for English programming. Gary 
Toole’s Trouble in the Forest deals with the 
threat to north-eastern North America’s 
trees through air pollution. The Atlantic 
Centre’s The Underlying Threat is 
concerned with the water supply which is 


‘the sole source of fresh water for six 


million Canadians. This film, directed by 
Kevin Matthews, had both a national 
telecast on Vision-TV and a regional 
telecast on British Columbia’s Knowledge 
Network. 


One of the most controversial and yet 
most acclaimed films produced by the 
NFB was Nigel Markham’s Pelts — Politics 
of the Fur Trade, from the Atlantic Centre. 
This study of Canada’s oldest industry is 
seen through the eyes of the furrier, the 
trapper and the animal rights activist. From 
the Pacific Centre, Alive in the Nuclear 
Age, designed for classroom use and 
directed by Gary Marcuse, is a video 
anthology of short programs on nuclear 
issues and the arms race. 
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The story of the fur trade is examined through the 
eyes of the trapper, the furrier and the animal rights 
activist in Pelts — Politics of the Fur Trade 


EWAN Teal GROW.UP 
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Alive in the Nuclear Age is a two-volume anthology 
of short programs for the classroom, concerning 
nuclear issues and the arms race. 


In response to the need for quality 
programming for children, Studio G 
continues to devote its multimedia 
production towards this audience. Two 
programs have proved enormously 
successful. Directed by Floyd Elliott, Claire 
Helman and Tamara Lynch, Conserving 
for Tomorrow is a 3-part series that 
considers a wide range of environmental 
concerns such as energy conservation, 
recycling, acid rain, and sustainable 
agriculture, and shows how individuals 
can make choices that will contribute to a 
healthy environment for the future. 
Perspectives in Science is an innovative 
interactive video package creating an 
awareness of the relationship between 
science, technology and society. In 
addition to launching and marketing 
activities, 24 conference workshops were 
given during the year by the series 
producer, Julie Stanfel. More than 500 kits 
are now in circulation. 
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Conserving for Tomorrow is a three-part series on 
environmental concerns and remedies for the future. 


Another production from Studio G is 
Félix Leclerc chante Cadet Rousselle, a 
35 mm adaptation directed by Daniel 
Frenette, which brings together two of 
Quebec’s great artists, Félix Leclerc and 
Jean d’Allaire. This film premiered at the 
inauguration of the Exposition Jean 
@Allaire et la tradition québécoise, held in 
Hull, Quebec. 


The Opportunities Program of English 
Animation was created in 1983 to 
celebrate the excellence of an emerging 
generation of Canadian animators, and 
continues to flourish, with three films by 
young filmmakers now in progress. This 
year’s most outstanding production was 
Oscar-winner John Weldon’s To Be/Etre 
ou ne pas étre, a provocative look at the 
nature of personal identity, which was 
selected for official competition at the 
Cannes Film Festival. 


During the year, The Animated Film/Le 
Dessin Animé, an exhibition illustrating the 
wide range of techniques and the history 
of NFB animation, toured Europe and was 
displayed in various centres, including the 
Malaposta Cultural Centre in Lisbon and La 
Vilette in Paris. Planned for completion 
next year, Donald McWilliam’s The 
Creative Process, a film on the life and 
works of the late Norman McLaren, had a 
sneak preview at the Cinémathéque 
québécoise in Montreal, in tandem with an 
exhibit of McLaren's artwork and 
materials. 
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The talents of two great Quebec artists are joined in 
Félix Leclerc chante Cadet Rousselle a well-known 
folksong performed by Félix Leclerc and illustrated 
by Jean d’Allaire. 


The year of the National Film Board’s 
creation was also the year in which the 
Queen Mother first visited Canada, and in 
1990, the NFB produced the commemo- 
rative video To The Queen Mother from 
Canada with Love. The production recalls 
all of the Queen Mother's visits since 1939, 
and was presented to her as a gift from 
the Canadian people. 


Sales of NFB products continued to 
make new inroads internationally. In the 
United States, a major home video deal 
was signed with Smarty Pants Video, a 
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Cleveland-based distributor specializing in 
home video products for children. The first 
stage of this agreement was for 12 half- 
hour compilations of animation and short 
fiction for family viewing. The NFB 
also concluded a $57,000 agreement 
with Nippon Audio Visual Library in Tokyo 
to distribute 42 NFB classics on video- 
cassettes to institutions across Japan, and 
in London the NFB sold 18 one-hour 
documentaries to the Discovery Channel 
for transmission to European countries via 
satellite. 


Typical of all the praise given to the 
National Film Board over the past year 
was the remark of the Edmonton Journal: 
“In an era when our very national under- 
pinnings are being challenged, it seems 
particularly important to celebrate an 
institution that has fulfilled its mandate to 
mirror ourselves with distinction and a 
quiet pride that is suitably Canadian.” Such 
recognition is what the 50th Anniversary 
celebrations were all about. 


Oscar winner John Weldon's To Be/Etre ou ne pas étre takes a provocative look at the nature of personal identity 
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All year long, in Canada and abroad, the 
National Film Board was celebrated and 
honored for its 50th Anniversary. The 
French Program’s most outstanding 
contribution to these festivities was 
undoubtedly the organization 
of Le Documentaire se féte/A 
Salute to the Documentary. 
This international event will 
long be remembered, and 
was a brilliant reminder of 
the late filmmaker Joris Ivens’ 
statement, “Documentary is 
cinema first.” 


Le Documentaire se féte/A Salute to the 
Documentary was held in Montreal from 
June 16 to 25 1989, to underscore the 
vitality of documentary film and the NFB’s 
role worldwide in developing this type of 
filmmaking. A few figures suffice to prove 
that this “defense and illustration” of the 
documentary well exceeded its ambitious 
objectives. More than 12,000 spectators 
attended 196 showings of 300 films, with 
theatres filled to about 60% capacity per 
screening. The International Symposium 
attracted 1,200 professionals, 300 of them 
from 46 foreign countries. The rich and 
varied program of documentary films from 
4() countries included new releases, film 
classics, and outstanding works from the 
NFB and elsewhere. This vast selection 
was divided into three sections: The 
1980s, Canada-Quebec and A History of 
Film. In order to reach the largest possible 
audience, these films were shown for ten 
days in four downtown Montreal cinemas: 
Complexe Desjardins, the NFB Cinema in 
Complexe Guy-Favreau, Cinématheque 
québécoise and Cinema Paralléle. 


The International Symposium, held at NFB 
headquarters in Montreal from June 18 to 
23, brought together filmmakers, produ- 
cers, broadcasters, journalists and teachers. 
In the warm and sometimes turbulent 
ambiance of this “Open House” for 
documentarists from all over the world, 
professionals had the opportunity to 
discuss and exchange their points of view 
on the historical development, current 
state and future prospects of documentary 
film. As Gilles Marsolais noted in 24 
Images, “The Symposium was a means of 
breaking the isolation felt by many 
participants, and creating a global vision of 


Le Documentaire se féte/A Salute to the Documentary 
provided an opportunity for participants to exchange 
their points of view on the historical development, 
current situation and future prospects of documentary 
film. 


NEB personnel worked on Le Documentaire se fete 
A Salute to the Documentary 


the documentary’s situation in the world, 
through a diversity of first-hand accounts, 
cases and experiences, in order to find 
concrete solutions for its future and for 
the preservation of cultural identities, 
in a broad sense.” One of the main 
recommendations put forward at the 
closing of this event was that the NFB act 
as a leader in the area of documentary film 
at the world level and continue the action 
begun during Le Documentaire se féte/A 
Salute to the Documentary. 
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The third part of the event, the Canadian 
Tour from Newfoundland to British 
Columbia, started in September 1989 and 
went on until the end of the winter. 
Presentations of NFB films and 
outstanding works from other countries, 
meetings with filmmakers and debates on 
diverse themes served as a reminder that 
documentary cinema, in respecting 
regional realities, still occupies a privileged 
place in the hearts of Canadians. As was 
obvious from the media coverage, the 
entire event will remain in the minds of all 
as “a celebration of abundance” (Le 
Devoir). The Montreal monthly Séquences 
summed it up as follows: “One can still 
question the future of the documentary, 
particularly in Quebec, but it is certain that 
the desire to defend and protect it has just 
been revived in an extraordinary fashion.” 


eS ed 
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The Open House events were another 
major feature of this 50th Anniversary. The 
volunteer work and boundless energy of 
hundreds of employees made it possible 
to “open the doors” of the principal NFB 
offices across the country. Montreal's 
Open House, from April 29 to May 2, 
attracted some 24,000 visitors who were 
eager to meet the craftspeople, go behind 
the scenes and learn the secrets of this 
“Mecca” of film. Among the numerous 
activities arranged for the occasion, the 
French Animation display was particularly 
appreciated by visitors. In their own 
studios, the filmmakers explained and 
demonstrated their work methods: puppet 
animation, the pinscreen technique, 
drawing directly on film, computer 
animation, computer-generated images, 
and many more. 


Il y a longtemps que je aime reflects the images of women as portrayed in NFB films 
Anne Claire Poirier (centre) is shown with Isabelle Massicotte (left) and Dominique Sicotte (right) 
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The NFB French Program also launched 
two short films made especially for the 
Open House. In Bruce Mackay’s amusing 
film Audition, produced in collaboration 
with the English Program, the actor Jean- 
Guy Moreau auditions for the role of a 
cafe waiter in a film. The originality of 
Audition was that the Open House visitors 
took part in a reconstituted “shoot” of the 
film. In L’Anniversaire/Anniversary, a 
production of the Animation Studio’s 
Computer Animation Centre, appealing 
characters reproduce the different steps in 
the making of a film. Directed by Marc 
Aubry and Michel Hébert, L’Anniver- 
saire/Anniversary permits an appreciation 
of the many possibilities of computer 
animation. The film later became part of 
the major exhibition Images du futur, 
which was held in Old Montreal during 
the summer of 1989. 


Other NFB French Program releases 
marked the 50th Anniversary celebrations. 
In May, Gilles Carle’s 50 ans, a dynamic 
short film incorporating clips from the 
NFB’s principal productions, was shown at 
the 1989 Cannes Film Festival. At the same 
time, this prestigious festival awarded a 
Palme d’or “to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the NFB and its ongoing efforts to 
promote Canadian cinema.” In December, 
at the Cinémathéque québécoise, 
filmmaker Anne Claire Poirier presented a 
pre-premiere screening of II y a longtemps 
que je taime, produced by Regards de 
femmes. Of this feature-length work, 
Huguette Roberge said in La Presse, “In 60 
strokes of the camera, this very beautiful 
film paints the sometimes hilarious, 
sometimes unbearable, distorted portrait of 
women, created by local filmmakers, men 
only for too long, and the efforts of 
women, since 1979, to express themselves 
on the screen, as they do in their daily 
lives.” As it happened, the terrible tragedy 
at the Ecole Polytechnique occurred a few 
days before the release of this film. Once 
again, reality surpassed cinematic fiction. 


SORE EEE EEE E REE HEEEE HEHEHE EEES 


Juke-Bar combines live action with puppet animation 


The premiere of I] y a longtemps que je 
taime coincided with the release of the 
magazine Zoom sur elles, under the 
direction of Ariane Emond, assisted by 
Francoise Guenette. In 15 articles, this 
copiously illustrated work follows the 
itinerary of women working in film. At the 
same time amusing and extremely serious, 
Zoom sur elles initiates real dialogue 
between men and women, one of the 
conditions to the social progress to which, 
in principle, everyone aspires. A second 
work, Les 50 ans de I’ONF, retraces the 
history of the organization. Published by 
Er a Radio-Canada with Editions 
Saint-Martin, it consists of interviews of 
NFR B personalities by journalist Richard 
Gay om adcast on Radio-Canada FM 
luring the summer of 1989 
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During the year, all forms of media gave a 
great deal of attention to the 50th 
Anniversary and the importance of the 
NFB in Canadian society. All French 
television networks gave prominence to 
coverage of the festivities and to film 
retrospectives. Radio-Canada featured 25 
NFB films between January and August 
1989, as well as special programs and 
reports, and the network’s regional 
stations broadcast two series of special 
programs on films produced by the 
hiiionees hors Québec. TVS presented 
some 17 films, mostly during the month of 
Ma " December, Musique Plus devoted 
three days to the NFB. TVOntario showed 
101 NFB films in the course of the year 
and the TVA network also aired NFB 
productions. The most original initiative 


was without doubt that of Radio-Québec 
and TVOntario; throughout the year they 
featured 30 clips of 30-60 seconds, each 
illustrating a facet of the Film Board's 50 
year history. Many film publications, in 
Canada and abroad, also published articles 
and substantial documents on the 


celebration 


in the NFB’s 
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Through its different programs, the NFB 
continues to support talented young 
filmmakers, by helping them to make their 
The French Program is 
delighted with the success achieved by 
Martin Barry, 
Cinéaste recherché-e/Wanted: Filmmaker 
contest. His short film /uke-Bar, produced 
French Animation Studio, 
carried off three important awards: the 
» for best short film at the 
Montreal World 
1 film, and the Silver Hugo 


winner of the seventh 


Film Festival, the Genie for 


egory at the Chicago Film 
amusing and imaginative 
also. selected for the 


al program, the 22nd Tourneée 


At a time when few short 


eIng shown In Commercial 


ke-Bar ran for 18 weeks wit 

Matins infideles in Quebec 

amous Players theatres across 
th the feature Crazy People 


Qui va chercher Giselle a 3 bh 45? reveals the 
difficulties of raising a family while working 
outside the home. 


Ferron, Marcelle follows the development 
of this Quebec painter. 


Created in October 1986, the Regards de 
femmes program for NFB and freelance 
women filmmakers produces films by 
women that reflect women’s concerns 
regarding the social, cultural, economical 
and political dynamics between women 
and men. Among other films, Regards de 
femmes this year produced Sylvie Groulx’s 
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Un cirque en Amérique is an inside look at the 
success of Montreal's Cirque du soleil in New York. 


documentary Qui va chercher Giselle a 
3 bh 45? The Association québécoise des 
critiques de cinéma awarded it the Prix 
André Leroux for the best medium-length 
film of the year, at the Rendez-vous du 
‘cinéma québécois. Through first-hand 
accounts, Qui va chercher Giselle a 
3 hb 45? looks at the causes of the 
declining birth rate. The film exposes the 
difficulties of raising a family, the 
indifference in the job market towards 
family constraints, and the poor living 
conditions surrounding pregnancy. Sylvie 
Groulx reaches the distressing conclusion 
that for parents, especially mothers, 
managing a professional and a family life 
at the same time can be an extraordinary 
feat. 


Selected by the 1990 International Festival 
of Films on Art, Ferron, Marcelle won the 
prize for the best portrait of an artist, and 
was later shown at the Louvre in Paris 
with other award-winning films. In this 
documentary produced by Regards de 
femmes, director Monique Crouillére 
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follows the development of Marcelle 
Ferron, one of Quebec's great names in 
painting, and her artistic, political and 
social involvement. L’Avenir en Jeux, a 
documentary by Claire Nadon, takes a 
critical look at the toy industry with 
particular reference to the warlike or sexist 
aspects of many toys. Also within the 
Regards de femmes program, Dorothy 
Todd Hénaut made the film Québec... un 
peu... beaucoup... passionnément, the 
French adaptation of A Song for Quebec. 
Singer Pauline Julien and poet and 
politician Gerald Godin share the 25 years 
they have lived together, loving one 
another and fighting side by side for the 
same cause. Their memories offer an 
invitation to discover and relive with them 
the history of a people. 


In association with federal organizations 
and departments, the Federal Women’s 
Film Program creates an awareness of the 
real-life situations of Canadian women of 
all backgrounds and ages. It defines itself 
as “a very important factor in social 
change.” Since its inception in 1981, this 
program has produced |4 films that have 
been screened 8,500 times across the 
country. With Les Pouvoirs de lage, 
director Liette Aubin shows older women 
the importance of “growing old with 
dignity.” A film dedicated to women 
farmers, Dagmar Gueissaz Teufel’s 
Femmes en campagne was seen by 
498,000 viewers when it was shown this 
year on Radio-Canada. 


The French Program’s documentary 
collection Parler d’Amérique includes 
Nathalie Petrowski’s Un cirque en 
Amérique, released in October at the 
International Film Festival in Abitibi- 
Temiscamingue. Fascinated by the 
entertainment world, the journalist from Le 
Devoir made her directorial debut with 
this inside look at the success of 
Montreal’s Cirque du soleil in New York. 
Wishing to bypass the media blitz 
surrounding the first American tour of the 
famous circus, she focuses her camera 
behind the scenes, drawing out members 
of the troupe to speak of their vision of 
America. Through these artists, she 
questions the meaning of success: financial 
gain or a dream of glory? 
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L'Histoire des trots relates the incredible adventure of three students who literally transformed the political landscape of Quebec 


Jean-Claude Labrecque again shares his 


predilection for the small and great history 
of Quebec with L’Histoire des trois. He 
relates the incredible adventure of three 


students who, every single day, for three 
months, in 1958, asked for an interview 


with premier Maurice Duplessis to make 


him aware of student demands concerning 


access to university. In the words of Jean- 
V. Dufresne 


questioned the very notion of 


time, 


respect 


Care 


f 


Quebec youth, for the first 


the established order, so 


‘fully maintained by the places of 
that 


“roy 
clergy 


were dominated by the 


and the notables 
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As part of the 1990 Internationa 
of Films on Art, Jacques G 


| Festival 
iraldeau 


released La Toile blanche and Le Tableau 


noir. The latter film is an en 
sociological inquiry into the art 
money, and artists, compil 
experience and the reflections 
and those who work in the art bt 


thralling 

market, 
ing the 
of artists 
isiness in 


Quebec. A tribute to Quebec artists, La 


Toile blanche plunges into the 
creation with 15 artists express 
points of view concerning money 
all-powerful art dealers. TI 
documentary La Débdcle, dire 
Michel Murray and Yvon Prov 
impressionistic film on the scu 
Astri Reusch, inspired by the the 
débacle.” This monumental work 


heart of 
ing their 
and the 


e short 
cted by 
St, 1S an 


pture ol 


exhibited in the Museum of Civilizati 


Quebec City, which marked 
anniversary with a pre-premiere 
of the film 


ne of “la 
Of art 1s 
Z7auion in 
its first 
showing 
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L'Heure révee is a film about the expressive value 
and universal symbolism of dreams. 


Dessine-moi une chanson is an appealing 
demonstration of the ties that bind parents 
and children. 


The French Program Animation Studio, 
which will celebrate its 25th year in 1991, 
has been more animated than ever! Juke- 
Bar was one of the studio’s films to be 
honored. L'Heure révée was selected for 
official competition at the Montreal World 
Film Festival. This animated short 
by Pierre Veilleux is an expedition into 
the imaginary universe of dreams, 
exploring language and symbolism 
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through a sleeping man. In Dessine-moi 
une chanson, also presented at the 
festival, Francine Desbiens looks at 
childhood and the one-parent family, 
inspired by a song by Robert M. Lepage. 
Made with the filmmaker's paper cut-outs, 
and collages by Maurice Trépanier, this 
touching work describes the emotions of a 
small boy confronted by a separation. 
Another animated short, Bernard Longpré’s 
Feélicité/Felicity, composed of a mosaic of 
pastel drawings, is a marvellous synthesis 
of painting and cinema. 


This is the third year that the Animation 
Studio has released a compilation 
videocassette to promote its annual 
production. L’Animaféte, released in 
December 1989 for distribution to libraries, 
video clubs and other specialized users, 
includes six short films: Le Colporteur/The 
Persistent Peddler, L’Anniversaire/ 
Anniversary, Nathaél et la Chasse aux 
phoques, Juke-Bar, Félicité/Felicity, and 
La Boite/The Box. 


The studio's Computer Animation Centre 
continued its research activities, notably 
on computer-generated images in IMAX™ 
format and image coloring for the studio’s 
film Les Miroirs du temps. The centre 
welcomed trainees from Brazil, France and 
the University of Montreal. While 
collaborating on work in progress, these 
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Jours de plaine illustrates a love for the French language and for the prairies of Western Canada. 


visitors were able to round out their 
knowledge and contribute to the 
advancement of this leading-edge sector. 


The Programme hors Québec this year 
celebrated its 15th year of regional 
production in French. With two 
production centres in Acadia and Ontario, 
this program seeks to reflect the realities 
of the country’s diverse francophone 
cultures through film production by 
freelance filmmakers. Such is the case with 
the Franc-Ouest collection, made for 
adolescents from the western provinces, 
which this year includes Jours de plaine. 
This short animated film by Réal Bérard 
and André Leduc was selected for official 
competition at the Cannes Film Festival. 
Inspired by an original song by Daniel 
Lavoie, Jours de plaine is an ode to “a 
language that dances, a beautiful and 
proud language” that appeals for solidarity 
among the world’s great family of 
francophones. Daniel Lavoie also created 
the music for the fifth film in the Franc- 
Ouest collection, Maurice-André Aubin’s 
Entre l'effort et loubli. Young franco- 
phones speak of their struggle to live in 
their language in an environment where 
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In Entre leffort et loubli, young francophones speak 
out about their struggle to protect their language 
and culture in a largely anglophone environment. 


the majority is anglophone. Produced by 
the Ontario Centre of the Programme hors 
Québec, Marguerite Cleinge’s Paraitre ou 
ne pas étre paints a portrait of bodybuilder 
Karenann Stanley. This medium-length 
documentary offers the surprising 
discovery of a young woman ready to 
sacrifice everything to sculpt her body like 
a work of art. 


In February 1990, the Acadian Centre, in 
collaboration with Productions Phare-est, 
launched the series Chroniques de 
!’Atlantique. Four 60-minute documen- 
taries were produced on Acadian identity 
as seen by those who live it and shape it 
daily: Le Taxi Cormier by Herménégilde 
Chiasson, Marc Paulin’s Moncton/Acadie, 
A Cheval sur une frontiére by Rodolphe 
Caron, and L’Ame sceur by Ginette 
Pellerin. Also from the Acadian Centre, the 
documentary Robichaud will be seen by 
all students in New Brunswick; the 
province's minister of education has 
included Herménégilde Chiasson’s portrait 
of the Acadian who was New Brunswick’s 
premier from 1960 to 1970, in the man- 
datory program for grade eleven history. 


Many fine drama works have originated 
from the Coproduction Program with the 
Private Sector. Particularly noteworthy was 
the remarkable public success of Denys 
Arcand’s Jésus de Montréal. The film’s 
Canadian box office receipts were in the 
order of $2.5 million, with a run of 66 
weeks in Montreal. Selected for official 
competition at the 1989 Cannes Festival, 
the film was awarded the Grand Jury 
award and the Ecumenical award. Jésus 
de Montréal literally swept the Genies, 
winning eleven awards including those for 


Paraitre ou ne pas étre is the portrait of a young 
bodybuilder, caught between her dreams and reality. 


L‘Ame sceur, from the series Chroniques de 
Atlantique, expresses a way of being and living 
in Acadia 


Portion d'eternité is a perceptive and informative look at genetic manipulation, which is increasuigly becoming 
a Current practice in our world. 


best film, best actor and best original 
script. The film continues its brilliant 
success on the international scene. 


And there were more successes! Portion 
d éternité attacks the serious question of 
genetic manipulation with the story of a 
couple who, while trying to resolve their 
problem of infertility, become hostages to 
unscrupulous scientists. The first dramatic 
film by documentary director Robert 
Favreau, Portion d‘éternité obtained the 
prize for best actress, awarded to Danielle 
Proulx during the Montreal World Film 
Festival, as well as the Ecumenical prize at 
the Mannheim Festival in Germany 
Jacques Leduc’s Trois pommes a cété du 
sommeil was granted the Ouimet-Molson 
prize for best feature-length film, by the 
Association québécoise des critiques de 
cinéma during the Rendez-vous du cinéma 
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québécois. Critically acclaimed, this film 
was released in April 1989 and ran for 
eight weeks in Montreal and three in 
Quebec. 


Le Party by Pierre Falardeau denounces 
the hell of prisons with its portrayal of a 
show given in a penitentiary by a group of 
variety performers. The opening film at the 
Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois, it 
enjoyed a major public success. Robert 
Ménard’s Cruising Bar broke records, 
making $3.5 million at the box office after 
a 52-week run in Montreal and Quebec 
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Le Party reveals the influence of the penitentiary 

system on the daily lives of the prisoners through 
the story of a variety show organized by and for 

the inmates. 


Over the last few months, the French 
Program has continued its coproduction 
activities with four private sector 
companies, for a series of made-for-TV- 
films to be shown on Radio-Québec 
television during prime time. As part of 
phase 3, the French Program Drama 
Studio produced Blanche est la nuit, the 
first feature film by young director 
Johanne Prégent. This intimate film, which 
plunges into the labyrinth of emotions, 
was launched in November at the 
International Film Festival in Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue. The studio is also 
involved in the production of the telefilms 
Blue, la Magnifique by Pierre Mignot, 
Carlos Ferrand’s Cuervo, and Charles 
Binamé’s Un autre homme. 


While this series is produced for 
television, the quality of the films is 
worthy of presentation in Canadian and 
foreign festivals. Michel Brault’s Les Noces 
de papier was chosen for official 
competiton by the Berlin Festival in 
February 1990, and had a theatrical release 
in Quebec and in France. Les Noces de 
papier, Bonjour Monsieur Gauguin, Le 
Chemin de Damas and Coeur de nylon 
were all premiered at the Montreal World 
Film Festival. 
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Cruising Bar, an unusual venture into the world of singles bars, follows four amorous men in their search 
for women. 


In order to reach a larger public, the NFB 
is constantly developing and improving its 
film distribution, either by direct sales or 
through the different institutional markets 
or public libraries. The mandate of the 
Quebec Networks is to make the NFB’s 
audiovisual repertoire accessible to 
schools, video clubs and libraries. As part 
of this effort, in November 1989 the Net- 
works produced Pomme verte, a resource 
guide for primary schools. This catalogue 
lists 205 films and videos all under 30 
minutes, on topics relevant to the Quebec 
Department of Education’s programs, and 
is accompanied by 55 user’s guides. Also, 
the Networks produced, for the first time, 
a compilation videocassette, in order to 
attract Radio-Canada’s interest in NFB 
animated short films. Entitled Rencontre 
de certains types, it includes the titles 
Georges et Rosemarie, Pourquoi moi?, Le 
P'tit Chaos and Livraison spéciale. This 
initiative proved worthwhile, as the 
compilation was shown in its entirety on 
television and seen by nearly 600,000 
people. 
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The Pour tout dire series is designed to 
encourage French-language learning by 
young people, and provides teachers with 
an educational tool in the form of 20- 
minute videocassettes and teacher's 
guides. Winner of the Panasonic prize 
awarded to the best video by the AMTEC 
Media Festival which took place in 
Edmonton, the first set of two modules has 
reached many students, with nearly 2,000 
cassettes sold. The American educational 
television network First View included 
Pour tout dire in its programming for 
September, 1989. Two new modules, 
designed for students aged 12 to 14 years, 


Junior 1 et 2, were directed this year by 


Yves Dion. In the United States, Pour tout 
dire is distributed by Films Inc. of 
Chicago. 


Four years after its creation, the Program- 
me d’aide au cinéma indépendant - 
Québec (ACIQ) has amply proven that it 
plays an indispensible role for new 
filmmakers. Through its participation to 
date in some 58 films, ACIQ has made it 
possible for emerging, talented young 
filmmakers to become recognized by the 
entire film community. Of the 25 films 
completed this year, Jeanne Crépeau’s 
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Le Film de Justine was chosen by the 
Montreal Festival of New Cinema and 
Video, and La Liberté d'une statue by 
Olivier Asselin was on the program of the 
Montreal World Film Festival. On the 
subject of upcoming young filmmakers, 
the French Program welcomed Catherine 
Fol, winner of the first prize for La Course 
des Amériques, which entitled her to a 
year's training period at the NFB. During 
her stay, she directed the short film Terre 
a taire for the MEDIA-SPHERE Program 
organized in collaboration with the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency. 


The assistance program for young film- 
makers Fictions 16/26 is a joint initiative of 
the NFB, Telefilm Canada, the Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and Radio-Québec. Its goals are 
to support the writing and production of 
short films in Quebec and to increase the 
popularity of, and interest in, this form of 
cinematic expression. The program has 
enjoyed great success since its initiation. 
A total of 533 projects were submitted by 
109 production houses. As one of the 
producers, the NFB received 112 and 
submitted six of them to the jury. Prize- 
winners were announced in February 
1990. The three projects retained by the 
jury to be produced by the NFB are La 
Tranchée, scripted and directed by Jeanne 
Crépeau, Le Vendredi de Jeanne Robinson, 
written by Louise Pelletier and directed by 
Yves Dion, and Portrait de famille, 
scripted by Joanne Arseneau and Nathalie 
Petrowski, with Paule Baillargeon as 
director. These short films will be shown 
on Radio-Québec in the fall of 1991. 


More than ever, the French Program has 
enjoyed a year rich in events and works of 
quality. The last word goes to the Mexican 
filmmaker Eduardo Maldono, spokes- 
person for the participants in the Le 
Documentaire se féte/A Salute to the 
Documentary Symposium, who said, “The 
NFB (...) has been of inestimable help to 
many of us in the international film 
community, The Canadian example has 
shown us that a country, even when it 
lives in the cultural shadow of a powerful 
neighbor, can find its way and contribute 


to the enrichment of the world 


Blanche est la nuit deals with the sometimes tempestuous relationships of the generation in their 30s 
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Services Branch, in collaboration with other branches of the Film Board, organized the Open House event. 
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Most moviegoers are curious about what 
goes into making a film, and this year 
visitors were given a golden opportunity 
to satisfy their curiosity - at the highly 
successful Open House festivities held to 
celebrate the NFB’s 50th 
Anniversary year. 


Services Branch, in collabo- 
ration with other branches of 
the Film Board, organized the 
Montreal headquarters Open 
House and created a most 
imaginative and entertaining 
exposition of NFB opera- 
tions, as well as exhibiting its wide range 
of new technical developments. One 
of the major events was Behind the 
Screen/Derriére l’écran, a visual demon- 
stration of how a film is made, from script 
to screen. Another event was Universe: 
Destination Without Limits, a multimedia 
sound show presented by The Human 
Screen/L’Ecran Humain. 


Specialists from all sectors of Services 
Branch took part in the numerous projects 
and activities marking this 50th Anniver- 
sary year, including Le Documentaire se 
féte/A Salute to the Documentary, and 
UNIATEC. 
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Held for the first time in North America, 
the 17th Conference of the International 
Union of Technical Cinematograph 
Associations (UNIATEC) took place in 
Montreal from October 14 to 18, 1989. Five 
hundred delegates from 21 countries 
attended the conference, at which the NFB 
introduced its new Optical Digital Sound 
which replaces analogue sound and brings 
compact disk sound fidelity to the cinema, 
and the Sound Genie™, its new comput- 
erized sound effects system. 


Behind the Screen/Derriere l'écran is a live 
reconstitution of all the phases in making a film 


Many Film Board employees worked on the 17" UNIATEC conference 
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Eleven countries submitted 22 films to the 
international technical audiovisual pro- 
duction competition held in conjunction 
with the conference. The NFB won 
awards for The First Emperor of China/Le 
Premier Empereur de Chine, cited for 
outstanding photography, and L’Anniver- 
saire/Anniversary “for its computer- 
generated images.” The Film Board also 
won a prize for technical literature. 


Activities were numerous and varied 
throughout the year in the Sound De- 
partment. Feature films mixed in the 
studios include Portion d’éterniteé, 
Welcome to Canada, Sous les draps les 
étoiles, George's Island, Justice Denied, 
Beautiful Dreamers, and The First 
Emperor of China/Le Premier Empereur 
de Chine - IMAX™. A sound mixing 
specialist was recruited to help handle the 
increased needs of the department, and 
sound recording training sessions were 
initiated for women from the regions. 


With the ever-increasing need for video 
mixing, considerable use was made of the 
new recording facilities in studios 4 and 2. 
Work methods were brought into line to 
maximize the advantages of the new tech- 
nology and the resulting technique was 
used in two productions, Oumar and 
Pour tout dire. 


Following its premiere at the Open House, 
Sound Genie™, the digital management 
system, created by Research and Develop- 
ment Division, was put to work in the 
Sound Department. 


A leader in Dolby Stereo optical transfer, 
the Sound Department continues to 
provide its services in this field to private 
sector local and international productions. 
Two recent titles worked on are Melanie 
and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (French 
version). 


The Visual Effects Section, which com- 
prises Animation Camera, Optics, Printing 
and Graphic Arts, thrives on technological 
innovation and variety, and this year 
included a mixture of both. In the Optical 
Section, several complex projects were 
produced, among them George's Island 
which features masking techniques and 
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use of both black and white and color 
film. Simon les nuages also called upon 
the creativity of the special effects 
specialists, as did animation productions 
such as Jours de plaine and Bouche 
briilee. 


Pre-production is a highly specialized 
department which deals with the 
maintenance of film equipment. Training 
and professional development sessions 
organized for the Equity Program were 
offered throughout the year to the 
regions. Events such as the Open House 
and Le Documentaire se féte/A Salute to 
the Documentary were held in the Pre- 
production area and the decorations and 
special facilities were designed and built 
by Pre-production staff. Several full-length 
films used the large shooting stage, which 
was transformed from a tropical forest 
in Simon les nuages to an impressive 
government complex for Un autre 
homme. 


The NFB Laboratory once again met the 
technical challenge posed by the complex 
nature and product quality requirements 
for the high volume of 35 mm films used 
in the Cités-Cinés project. As well, the 
Laboratory continues to offer a black and 
white film processing service which is in 
increasing demand by the private sector. 


The growing concern for the environment 
has prompted the Laboratory to examine 
alternative work methods. These include 
projects such as the Workplace Hazardous 
Materials Information System (WHMIS) 
training program, and the implementation 
of an environmentally-safe color film 
processing method which removes 
ferricyanide from waste water. 


A computerized work order control 
project using the bar code system has 
been installed in the Laboratory Section. 
This communications network, designed 
jointly by the Research and Development 
Division and a private company, will 
provide a better follow-up to work in 
progress, and will eventually be extended 
to other sections. 


The second Rank Telecine System, which 
was implemented at the beginning of the 
year, enabled the Video Centre to provide 
the numerous transfers of films and film 
clips to video for the 50th Anniversary 
events. Training and professional develop- 
ment continue to play an important role in 
the operation of this high-tech centre. 
Several training seminars were offered to 
NFB technicians by major suppliers such 
as Ampex, Rank, and Timeline Corp- 
oration. 


One of the Engineering Section’s many 
activities this year was participation in 
planning the technical requirements and 
installation of improved projection 
facilities for the new NFB office and 
production complex in Toronto. Engin- 
eering also collaborated on the design of 
the interactive booths used during the 
Open House, and produced the innovative 
montages for The Human Screen/L’Ecran 
Humain. 


An important component of the Services 
Branch is the Distribution Services 
Division. This division includes staff in 
each of the Canadian regional centres. The 
division’s role is to ensure that the 
Canadian public has access to all NFB- 
produced and distributed audiovisual 
documents. The division comprises four 
headquarter support units and the national 
library system, including the Montreal- 
based reference library, film archives, the 
stock shot library, and catalogue 
information services. 


As the National Film Board enters the 90s, 
Distribution Services continues to expand 
its national video and film rental system 
through partnership agreements with 
public libraries. By year-end, the library 
system included 15 owned and operated 
NFB libraries and 18 partner libraries. As 
well, staff in French and English marketing 
completed discount video library start-up 
contracts with 171 public libraries. These 
integrated policies make NFB productions 
available to the Canadian public in over 
300 institutions. The NFB distribution 
libraries generated 193,757 bookings of 
videos and films during the year while its 
18 partner libraries reported an additional 
108,534 bookings. 
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Various initiatives were undertaken by 
Distribution Services headquarters and 
regional staff during the year. The Video 
in Your Library seminar project, in 
cooperation with the Canadian Library 
Association, was successfully completed. 
These seminars on video promotion and 
administration for public libraries were 
attended by enthusiastic groups of public 
librarians in four Canadian cities. As part 
of the 50th Anniversary celebrations, the 
NFB, in cooperation with Air Canada and 
Polaroid Corporation, took its Oscar, 
Palme d’Or and Genie on tour. Patrons 
and new friends were welcomed in all 
NFB libraries at gala events where they 
were offered a souvenir Polaroid 
photograph of themselves holding their 
favorite award. These events generated 
extensive press coverage and helped to 
promote the availability of NFB library 
services. 


New technology provided faster order 
processing and product search in the 
Customer Services and Stock Shot sales 
sections. An automated database of stock 
shot footage, NFB Images ONF, was 
introduced during the year, and work was 
started on a stock shot selection catalogue 
for national and international clients who 
wish to purchase rights to use NFB stock 
shots. 


The staff of FORMAT, the national audio- 
visual database managed by the NFB, 
worked on several publications during the 
year, including a comprehensive guide to 
all NFB productions from 1939 to 1989, 
and the 1987-1988 edition of Film/Video 
Canadiana for the National Library of 
Canada, the National Archives of Canada 
and La Cinémathéque québécoise. Staff 
also worked on the catalogue for Le 
Documentaire se féte/A Salute to the 
Documentary and the English Program 
catalogue of videos and films on women’s 
issues. Planning began for conversion of 
the FORMAT database to the new 
institutional computer, while NFB libraries 
continued to offer information services to 
clients using FORMAT. 
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The Helicopter Belly Mount was used for the aerial photography in Ballade urbaine and Aces. 


Throughout the year, Distribution Services 
staff were active in supporting NFB 
telemarketing and toll-free marketing 
activities for video sales and promotion. 
With a structured program of promotion, 
publicity and training, the NFB’s video and 
film distribution service is reaching 
Canadians in every part of the country. 


Research and development has been a 
tradition at the National Film Board since 
its earliest days and R&D’s contribution to 
the world of cinematography has been 
considerable. Today, the accomplishments, 
breakthroughs and innovations of the 
Research and Development Division are 
recognized throughout the world. 


Many of the NFB films praised at home 
and abroad during the year included R&D 
innovations. One of these was the new 
Helicopter Belly Mount which was used 
for the spectacular aerial photography in 
Ballade Urbaine directed by Serge Lessard 
and Aces by Raoul Fox. In the coming 
year, this versatile piece of engineering 
will be used in filming the IMAX™ 
production destined for the 1992 World's 
Fair in Seville. 
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Digisound™, an analog-compatible cine- 
ma. digital sound system using optical 
recording on 35 mm film, was publicly 
announced for the first time at the 17th 
UNIATEC conference in Montreal in 
October, 1989. The system had written the 
first digital data track on 35 mm sound 
film just one month earlier. The system has 
received considerable international interest 
from such giants as American Multi- 
Cinema (AMC) and Famous Players. 
Negotiations are underway with Strong 
International which owns 60% of the 
North American projector market, and 
Agfa-Gevaert, the second largest manu- 
facturer of motion picture film, has already 
entered into a cooperative research project 
with the NFB and Barringer Research to 
design a new digital sound film negative. 
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The Brain™, an automated camera movement control system, was put to practical use during the filming of Brian Duscherer’s The Balgoney Birdman. 


Digisync™, an innovative multi-format 
digital film counter and film edge code 
reader developed by the NFB and built by 
Research in Motion of Waterloo, Ontario, 
has proven highly successful in the 
marketplace, and Eastman Kodak, which 
purchased one of the first quantities 
of the unit, has demonstrated its appli- 
cations at several exhibitions. A number of 
international companies have already 


Digisync™, an innovative multi-format digital film 
counter and film edge code reader developed 
by the NFB 
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requested distribution licences. The 1990 
Digisync™ includes the capability to read 
the new bar code edge numbers, enabling 


_more efficient handling of film. The 


Laboratory recently put DigiSync™ to the 


test in locating and measuring hundreds of 


film clips for the spectacular Cités-Cinés 
exhibition in Montreal. 


The Brain™, an automated camera move- 
ment control system designed by the NFB 
last year, was put into practical application 
during the past twelve months. One 
animator claims that by using the system, 
he was able to cut his filming time by 
70%. The Brain™ will also play a major 
role in the upcoming IMAX™ film being 
produced for Seville in 1992. 


Cine-text™, the Film Board's electronic film 
subtitling system, represents a cost- 
effective alternative to conventional film 
subtitling methods. The system allows a 
film print to be projected with 
electronically generated subtitles which 
appear above or below unaltered motion 
picture images, all under the control of a 
PC compatible computer. Cine-text™ also 
permits the revision of film subtitles 
without reprinting the film. Based on 


digital sound pattern recognition, the 
subtitling display matches the spoken and 
displayed dialogue automatically. Cine- 
text™ was launched commercially in late 
1990. 


Whether it be in the area of Technical 
Services, Distribution Services or Research 
and Development, the major contribution 
of Services Branch to the events of the 
past year has created a heightened 
awareness on the part of the general 
public of the technical skills and talents 
that go into filmmaking. The rare oppor- 
tunity for all those “behind the screen” to 
demonstrate their expertise was one of the 
most rewarding experiences of the 50th 
Anniversary year. 
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10 JOURS... 48 HEURES 


57:26 color 

Abridged video version (television) of 
French original film of same title 
Produced by NFB 


15TH ANNIVERSARY 
57:16 color 

English original video 
Produced by NFB 

1989 GENIE AWARD CLIP 
1:51 color 


Multilingual original publicity video clip 
Produced by NFB 


ABITIBI CLIP 


0:59 color 35 mm 
French original publicity clip 
Produced by NFB 


A CHEVAL SUR UNE FRONTIERE 

Part of Les Chroniques de l'Atlantique series 
47:15 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du Phare- 
Est Inc. and NFB (French Program Branch, 
Acadia Studio) in collaboration with Radio- 
Canada and with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada 


ACADEMY AWARDS CLIP 
yt: color 
Multilingual original video 
Produced by NFB 


ADAM'S WORLD 


19:07 color 16 mm 
English original film 


Produced by NFB 
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AGE IS NO BARRIER 
24:00 color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


AGRICULTURE IN CRISIS: NEW 
APPROACHES TO FARMING 


Part of Conserving for Tomorrow series 


18:30 color 

English original sound filmstrip and study 
guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Conservation Council of Ontario 


ALIVE IN THE NUCLEAR AGE 
VOL.1& 2 


172:05 color 

English original video 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


ANNIVERSARY /L'ANNIVERSAIRE 


11:40 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Multilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


APSARA AND ALL THE CHILDREN OF 
THE WORLD 


py js color 16 mm 

English version of French original film 
Apsara et tous les enfants du monde 
Produced by NFB 


AUDITION 


5:55 color 35 mm 
Bilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


AUX JEUX! 
Part of Notre béritage multiculturel series 


13:08 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Secretary of 
State, Multiculturalism Sector 
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L'AVENIR EN JEUX 
47:35 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


BARON MUNCHHAUSEN IN A WHALE 
OF A TALE 


Part of Stories and Legends from Other 
Lands series 


4:23 color 

Video of English original captioned 
filmstrip 

Produced by NFB 


BEAUTIFUL DREAMERS 


105:00 color 
English original film 
Coproduced by Starway and NFB with the 
participation of Telefilm Canada and the 
Ontario Film Development Corporation 


35 mm 


BLACK MOTHER, BLACK DAUGHTER 
28:59 color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


BLANCHE EST LA NUIT 

Part of Téléfictions Phase II series 
84:57 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by NFB and Les Producteurs 
T.V.-films associés inc., with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


BLUE, LA MAGNIFIQUE 

Part of Téléfictions Phase III series 
83:22 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions Vidéofilms 
limitée, Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles 

Québec and la Société de radio-telévision 
du Québec 


eeseeseeeeese 


eoeeeccoce 


THE BOX/LA BOITE 


10:27. ~— color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Multilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


BONJOUR MONSIEUR GAUGUIN 
Part of Téléfictions Phase II series 
80:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
generale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


BUILDING A CONSERVER SOCIETY 
Part of Conserving for Tomorrow series 


1351 color 

English original sound filmstrip and study 
guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Conservation Council of Ontario 


CANADA: TRUE NORTH (series) 


A SONG FOR QUEBEC 

55:12 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and WTVS/Detroit in 
collaboration with Global Television 
Network 


LE CAPITAINE SANTE ET LES 4 
GROUPES D'ALIMENTS 


Part of J mange bien, j'me sens bien series 


9:38 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Health and 
Welfare Canada 


THE CAT STRIKES BACK 


0:30 color 

English original publicity video clip 
Produced by Credo Group Ltd. for the 
NFB 


SSSSHHHHSHSEHHHHSESHHSHSHSEHHESHSSSHEHHSESHEESTOHHEHHSHHTHSHSHESEOSHTEHOSHSEHTESHSHOHSOESOSSODSESOOHHOHEHEEEESESESESEESSEEEESEEEEEEOEEEEESE 


CHANGES 

Part of Growing Up series 
19:00 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


LE CHAT COLLA... 


Tor color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French version of English original film 
The Cat Came Back 

Produced by NFB 


CHEMIN DE DAMAS 

Part of Téléfictions Phase II series 
81:49 color 16 mm 

French. original film 

Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


CHILD OF THE ANDES 


27:49 color 16 mm 


‘English abridged version of French original 


film Mémoires d'une enfant des Andes 
Produced by NFB 


LES CHRONIQUES DE L' ATLANTIQUE 
(series) 


A CHEVAL SUR UNE FRONTIERE 


47:15 color 
MONCTON /ACADIE 
54:20 color 


LE TAXI CORMIER 
55:32 color 


French original films 

Coproduced by Les Productions du Phare- 
Est Inc. and NFB (French Program Branch, 
Acadia Studio) in collaboration with Radio- 
Canada and with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada 


CCEUR DE NYLON 

Part of Téléfictions Phase II series 
73:43 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions Vidéofilms 
limitée, Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc, and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


CONSERVING FOR TOMORROW 
(series) 


AGRICULTURE IN CRISIS: NEW 
APPROACHES TO FARMING 


18:30 color 


BUILDING A CONSERVER SOCIETY 
13:51 color 


TO CONSUME OR CONSERVE? 
10:59 color 


English original sound filmstrips with 
study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Conservation Council of Ontario 


THE CROWN PRINCE 
37:42 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB in association with 
Health and Welfare Canada 


CRUISING BAR 


96:04 color 
French original film 
Produced by Les Productions Vidéofilms 
limitée in association with NFB, in 
collaboration with Super-Ecran (Premier 
Choix: TVEC Inc.), and with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada and la 
Société générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec 


35 mm 
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CUERVO 
Part of Téléfictions Phase III series 
79:30 color 16 mm 


French original film 

Coproduced by Les Films Vision 4 inc., Les 
Producteurs T.V.-films associés inc. and 
NFB with the financial participation of 
Telefilm Canada, la Société générale des 
industries culturelles - Québec and la 
Société de radio-télévision du Québec 


LA DEBACLE 


9:38 color 
French original film 
Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Musee de la civilisation 


35 mm 


DESSINE-MOI UNE CHANSON 


8:19 color 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


16 mm and 35 mm 


LE DIABLE A QUATRE 

Part of Téléfictions Phase I series 
78:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


THE DIG 

22:00 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


EN QUETE D'UN PAYS 


8:08 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French version of English original film 
Dreams of a Land 

Produced by NFB 
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ENTRE L'EFFORT ET L'OUBLI 
Part of the Franc-Ouest collection 
49:21 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia 


ESPECIALLY YOU 

Part of Growing Up series 
17:00 color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


L'EXPANSION DU VILLAGE 
Part of Les Hurons series 


9:53 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and map 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization 


FELICITE/FELICITY 


10:09 color 16mm and 35 mm 
Multilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


FELIX LECLERC CHANTE CADET 
ROUSSELLE 


pred color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


FEMMES EN CAMPAGNE 
28:25 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Federal Women’s Film Program 


FERRON, MARCELLE 
51:1] color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 
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THE FIRST EMPEROR OF CHINA 
42:00 color 70 mm IMAX 
English original film 

Coproduced by NFB, China Xi’an Film 
Studios and the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Part of Something in Common - Children of 
Other Lands series 


12:19 color 
English original sound filmstrip with study 
guide 


Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 


FRANC-OUEST (collection) 


ENTRE L'EFFORT ET L'OUBLI 
49:21 color 16 mm 


JOURS DE PLAINE 
6:26 color 35 mm 
LE MESSAGE DE CORNIPOLI 
19:03 color 16 mm 


LA NOUVELLE AU VILLAGE 
22:43 color 16 mm 


PAUL ET MOUSTACHE 
17:57 color 16 mm 


QUAND L'ACCENT DEVIENT GRAVE 
18:20 color 16 mm 


French original films 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia 


GET BACK THE NIGHT 


7:39 color 

English original video 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) in collabora- 
tion with Coyote Records and Stein 
MacLean Productions Ltd 


eosee 


LA GLACE ET LA VIE 


27:50 color 16 mm 
French adaptation of English original film 
Edge of Ice 


Produced by NFB 


GODDESS REMEMBERED 
54:26 color 16 min 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


GRAND-MAMAN MUFFIN 
Part ofJ'mange bien, j'me sens bien series 


8:40 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Health and 
Welfare Canada 


GROWING UP SERIES (series) 


CHANGES 

19:00 color 16 mm 
ESPECIALLY YOU 

17:00 color 16 mm 


HEAD FULL OF QUESTIONS 
20:16 color 16 mm 


English original films 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


GROWING UP SERIES (FAMILY VIDEO) 


75:00 color 

English original video 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


LES GUERRES HURONNES 
Part of Les Hurons series 


10:15 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and map 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization 
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HALF THE KINGDOM 
58:45 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by Kol Ishah Productions Inc. 
and NFB in collaboration with Telefilm 
Canada, TVOntario and Communications 
Canada 


HARRY IN WONDERLAND 
28:30 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by Rhombus Media Inc. for the 
NFB 


HEAD FULL OF QUESTIONS 
Part of Growing Up series 
20:16 . color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


HEALTH MATTERS 
Part of Something in Common: Children of 
Other Lands series 


15:59 color 
English original sound filmstrip with study 
guide 


‘Coproduced by NEB and the Canadian 


International Development Agency 


L'HEURE REVEE 


8:39 color 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


16 mm and 35 mm 


LES HEURES PRECIEUSES 
Part of Téléfictions Phase III series 


90:00 color 
French original film 
Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


16 mm 


SCOCSOSH SOHO SEES ES EEE EES OSES EEEEE 


L'HISTOIRE DES TROIS 
74:15 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


HUDDEN AND DUDDEN AND DONALD 
O'NEARY (IRISH FOLKTALE) 


Part of Stories and Legends from Other 
Lands series 


5:03 color 

Video of English original captioned 
filmstrip 

Produced by NFB 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN CANADA 


63:25 color 

Video of English original sound filmstrips 
Human Rights Are Your Rights, Our 
Freedom: Myths and Realities, A Struggle 
for Independence, Standing Up for Your 
Rights, with study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Multiculturalism Canada 


L'HUMEUR A L'HUMOUR 
48:23 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Productions Septembre 
inc. and NFB with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and Radio-Canada 


LES HURONS (series) 


L'EXPANSION DU VILLAGE 
9:53 color 


LES GUERRES HURONNES 
10:15 color 


LA VIE QUOTIDIENNE 
10:04 color 


Videos of French original sound filmstrips 
with study guides and maps 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization 
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IL Y A LONGTEMPS QUE JE T'AIME 


86:00 color 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


16 mm 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT (series) 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 1 - 
INTERNATIONAL BACKGROUND - 


CANADIAN ROOTS 
54:30 color 16 mm 


IMPERFECT UNION /CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 2 - BORN OF 


HARD TIMES 
51:32 color 10 mm 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 3 - FALLING 
APART AND GETTING TOGETHER 


53:19 color 16 mm 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 4 - NEW PARTY, 
OLD PROBLEMS 


58:08 color 16 mm 
English original films 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 1 - 
INTERNATIONAL BACKGROUND - 
CANADIAN ROOTS 


Part of Imperfect Union/Canadian Labour 
and the Left series 
54:30 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 2 - BORN OF 
HARD TIMES 


Part of Imperfect Union/Canadian Labour 
and the Left series 
py) Koy Ve color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 3 - FALLING 
APART AND GETTING TOGETHER 


Part of Imperfect Union/Canadian Labour 
and the Left series 
53:19 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IMPERFECT UNION/CANADIAN LABOUR 
AND THE LEFT - PART 4 - NEW PARTY 
OLD PROBLEMS 


Part of Imperfect Union/Canadian Labour 
and the Left series 
58:08 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


IN HER CHOSEN FIELD 
28:04 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Federal Women’s Film Program 


THE INTERNATIONAL YOUTH FOR 
PEACE AND JUSTICE TOUR 


17:14 color 

English original sound filmstrip 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Canadian Institute for International Peace 
and Security 


JACK KEROUAC'S ROAD - A FRANCO- 
AMERICAN ODYSSEY 


54:39 color 16 mm 

English version of French original film 
Le Grand Jack 

Produced by NFB 


JE MANGE + TU MANGES = NOUS 
MANGEONS 


Part of J ‘mange bien, j ‘me sens bien series 
8:20 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip, 
with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Health and 
Welfare Canada 
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JESUS DE MONTREAL 


119:26 color 
French original film 
Produced by Max films productions inc. 
and Gérard Mital Productions in 
association with NFB with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec, la Société de radio-télévision du 
Québec and Super-Ecran (Premier Choix: 
TVEC Inc.) 


35 mm 


J'MANGE BIEN, J'ME SENS BIEN 
(series) 


LE CAPITAINE SANTE ET LES 4 
GROUPES D'ALIMENTS 


9:38 color 


GRAND-MAMAN MUFFIN 
8:40 color 


JE MANGE + TU MANGES = NOUS 
MANGEONS 


8:20 color 


LES JUMEAUX CHOISISSENT COMME IL 
FAUT 


7:50 color 

Videos of French original sound filmstrips 
with study guides and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Health and 
Welfare Canada 


THE JOURNEY HOME 
28:04 color 160 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by Cinéfort inc. and NFB in 
collaboration with the Canadian Studies 
Directorate, Secretary of State, the Non- 
theatrical Production Fund, Communi- 
cations Canada and Telefilm Canada 


JOURS DE PLAINE 
Part of the Franc-Ouest collection 


6:26 color 35 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 


Columbia 


SSCS SEHSEHSHEEHHSEHHESHHEHSEHESHHOSEHHHHHEHHEHEHHESHSHHSSSHHSHEEEEHHEHHOSEHSHHHSTESETHHEH OSES EHH HETEHOESHEEEHOHSEHEHOHSEOHEHOEHEESEHOEEEEHEEEEHESEHESE SEE ESESESEEES 


JUKE-BAR 


10:02 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
Bilingual original film 
Produced by NFB 


LES JUMEAUX CHOISISSENT COMME IL 
FAUT 


Part of] ‘mange bien, j'me sens bien series 


7:56 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Health and 
Welfare Canada 


JUSTICE DENIED 


98:02 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 


KAMIK 


14:35 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


LAURA LAUR 


90:16 color 35 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Lux Films Inc. and NFB 
with the financial participation of Telefilm 
Canada, la Société générale des industries 
culturelles - Québec, Super-Ecran (Premier 
Choix: TVEC Inc.) and Bellevue Pathé 
Québec inc. 


LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER 
Part of Something in Common: Children of 
Otber Lands series 


10:20 color 

English original sound filmstrip with study 
guide 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 


SOSSHSSEHSESHHESOHSHESHHSEHSHESHOHSHHSHESSHESHHSHHEHHHOHHHEHHHOHEHSHSHHHESHHESHHSHHETHSHHESEHSHESHHSSHHHEHHSHTHHHHEEHESOSHEHEOHSEHSHHSOH HOSES ESHESEOHTHOSSHHOEHEEOHOHE SESE SESHEHESESHEESEOEEEE 


LIBERTY STREET BLUES 


77:25 color 16 mm 

English version of French original film of 
same title 

Produced by NFB 


LIFE AFTER HOCKEY 


47:50 color 

English original video 

Produced by Great North Productions Inc. 
in collaboration with NFB (English 
Program Branch, North West Studio), with 
the participation of Telefilm Canada and 
the Alberta Motion Picture Development 
Corporation 


LIKE TWO PEAS IN A POD 


54:45 color 

Subtitled video version of French original 
film Comme deux gouttes d'eau 

Produced by NFB 


LOOK AGAIN/MIEUX VOIR (series) 


TOPSY TURVY - REVE MAGIE 

9:05 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


LOOKING BEHIND YOU 
PART I - A MOSAIC OF GENEALOGIES 


PART II - RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY 
TREE 


28:00 color 

Video of English original sound filmstrips 
with study guide and document folio 
Produced by NFB with the assistance of 
National Archives of Canada 


THE MAGICAL EYE 


46:07 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


POSS HOHHEHOHHHHHEHHESHEHEEHEEEHHTEE HHH OHEHHEHEEHESE HES OHHESHHEHHESEHSEHHEEHHEESHHHHEHEHH HEHE HSTEHTEHOSHSHEHOHSHHOHHHSHHEEHHEHHETOOSHHETEOHOHSESHEEHSHEEESETESESESHEEOHESESE ESE OEE 


MANUEL LE FILS EMPRUNTE 


79:11 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Cléo 24 inc., EGM and 
NFB with the financial participation of 
Telefilm Canada and la Société générale 
des industries culturelles - Québec in 
collaboration with Radio-Canada 


LE MARCHE DU COUPLE 


57:11 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Informaction Films inc. 
and NFB with the financial participation of 
Telefilm Canada, Radio-Québec and la 
Société générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec 


MARGUERITE BOURGEOYS 1620- 
1700 PREMIERE INSTITUTRICE DE 
VILLE-MARIE 


10:36 color 
Video of French original sound filmstrip 
Produced by NFB 


LES MASQUES - VISAGES D'UNE 
CULTURE 


Part of Notre héritage multiculturel series 


13:10 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide 

Coproduced by NFB and Secretary of 
State, Multiculturalism Sector 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY (series) 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - ADVERTISING 
AND CONSUMERISM 


80:37 color 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - IMAGES OF 
WOMEN 


54:10 color 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - CULTURAL 
SOVEREIGNTY /SHAPING 
INFORMATION 


95:00 color 


English original videos 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


Bn ee nee eee ee UREN TEOSUSSR SELES EOCEERSRENEN GCE EHETEEAREASEE SER EEESE CE OD ET CEES NSS THES URE ELOROSENE COCR CES CAEUN ES ECOREKENESE UE RE CRANE OO oon eee waaeeeeee 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - ADVERTISING 


NAIL SOUP (SCANDINAVIAN FOLKTALE) NOTRE HERITAGE MULTICULTUREL 


AND CONSUMERISM Part of Stories and Legends from Other (series) 
Part of Media and Society series Lands series 
AUX JEUX! 
80:37 color 5:21 color 
English original video ' Video of English original captioned 13:08 color 
Produced by NFB (English Program filmstrip Video of French original sound filmstrip 


Branch, Ontario Studio) Produced by NFB 


with study guide and activity cards 
Coproduced by NFB and Secretary of 
State, Multiculturalism Sector 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - IMAGES OF 
WOMEN 


Part of Media and Society series 


NATHAEL AND THE SEAL HUNT 


10:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm LES MASQUES - VISAGES D'UNE 


: English version of French original film CULTURE 
94:10 color — Nathaél et la chasse aux phoques 
English original video Produced by NFB 13:10 color 
Produced by NFB (English Program Video of French original sound filmstrip 
Branch, Ontario Studio) with study guide 
; NIGHOLAS Coproduced by NFB and Secretary of 


State, Multiculturalism Sector 


MEDIA AND SOCIETY - CULTURAL 31:46 color 16 mm 


SOVEREIGNTY /SHAPING Aaat ca RSOLES 

INFORMATION English original film 

Part of Media and Society series Produced by NFB (English Program ae ee 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) with the Part of the Franc-Ouest collection 

60°" color participation of the G. Allan Roeher 


22:43 ~——scolor 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia 


Institute and the Disabled Persons Unit, 


English original video 
Health and Welfare Canada 


Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 


LES NOCES DE PAPIER 


LE MESSAGE DE CORNIPOLI Part of Téléfictions - Phase II series 


Part of the Franc-Ouest collection ' 
86:30 color 35 mm and video 


French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 


L'ONF EN PERSONNE/THE NFB IN 


19:03 color 16 mm PERSON 


French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 


9:40 color 
Multi-image sound slide set with musical 
sound track 


Columbia Produced by NFB 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision sage 
du Québec 

MONCTON /ACADIE THE OLD BELIEVERS 


Part of Les Chroniques de l'Atlantique series 
NOTMAN'S WORLD eLee 
50:55 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


54:20 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du Phare- 
Est Inc. and NFB (French Program Branch, 
Acadia Studio) in collaboration with Radio- 
Canada and with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada 


29:07 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 
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OLDER, STRONGER, WISER 


27:59 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 
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MOVIE SHOWMAN 


29:02 color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 
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PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: 
BIOTECHNOLOGY 


ONIONS AND GARLIC (HEBREW FABLE) LE PARTY 


Part of Stories and Legends from Other 


Lands series 102:40 color 35mm Part of Perspectives in Science series 
French original film 

4:33 color Coproduced by |'Association cooperative 59:54 color 

Video of English original captioned de productions audiovisuelles and NFB English original video 

filmstrip with the financial participation of Telefilm Produced by NFB 


Produced by NFB Canada, la Société générale des industries 
culturelles - Québec and Super-Ecran 
(Premier Choix: TVEC Inc.) PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: THE 


PROGRAM IN ACTION 
Part of Perspectives in Science series 


ON SHIFTING GROUND 


27:50 color PAUL ET MOUSTACHE ath x 
Abridged video version of English original Part of the Franc-Ouest collection 21:21 aD 
film Holding Our Ground English original video 
Produced by NFB with the financial 17:57 color 16 mm Produced by NFB 


French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia 


participation of the the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Agency, Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, 
Ontario Government Ministry of Housing, 
HABITAT, UNICEF AND UNPP 


PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: WATER 
Part of Perspectives in Science series 


58:31 color 
English original video 


ONZIEME SPECIALE Produced by NFB 


Part of Téléfictions Phase I series 


PELTS - POLITICS OF THE FUR TRADE 


56:20 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


81:10 color 160 mm PIT ET LE VASTE MONDE 


French original film 

Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


34:25 color 
French video version of English original 
film Peep and the Big Wide World 


PEOPLE AND SCIENCE: GOOD Produced by NFB 


LOGGING IS NO CRIME 

Part of Perspectives in Science series 
PORTION D'ETERNITE 
2s) color 
English original video 
Produced by NFB 


96:14 color 35 mm 


OUR MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE French original film 


(series) Coproduced by Les Productions du Regard 
and NFB, with the financial participation 
26:00 color PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE (series) of Telefilm Canada, la Société générale des 


industries culturelles - Québec, Super- 
Ecran (Premier Choix: TVEC Inc.), in 
collaboration with Radio-Canada 


Video of English original sound filmstrips 
Let's Play with study guide and activity 
cards and Making Faces with study guide 
Coproduced by NFB and Secretary of 
State, Multiculturalism Sector 


PEOPLE AND SCIENCE: GOOD 
LOGGING IS NO CRIME 


9:33 color 


PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: LES POUVOIRS DE L'AGE 


BIOTECHNOLOGY 
59:54 color 28:43 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 


Federal Women's Film Program 


PARAITRE... OU NE PAS ETRE 


PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: THE 
PROGRAM IN ACTION 


21:21 color 


28:57 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB (French Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) 
PERSPECTIVES IN SCIENCE: WATER 
58:31 color 


LE PREMIER EMPEREUR DE CHINE 


42:00 color 70 mm IMAX 
French version of English, film original 
Coproduced by NFB, China Xi’an Film 
Studios and the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization 


PARLER D'AMERIQUE (collection) 
English original videos 
UN CIRQUE EN AMERIQUE Produced by NFB 
50:17 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB 
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LA PREVENTION DES INCENDIES 
(series) 


ROULEZ-VOUS PAR TERRE 
3:57 color 


SORTEZ ET RESTEZ DEHORS 
4:08 color 


LA VIEILLE DAME SAIT QUOI FAIRE 
VOYEZ-VOUS! ET VOUS? 


4:29 color 


Videos of French original sound filmstrips 
with study guides 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Fire Prevention Canada Association 


QUAND L'ACCENT DEVIENT GRAVE 
Part of the Franc-Ouest collection 

18:20 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB with the participation of 
the departments of education of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia 


QUEBEC.. UN PEU... BEAUCOUP... 
PASSIONNEMENT... 


53:49 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


QUI VA CHERCHER GISELLE A 3 H 45? 
55:06 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


THE RADICAL ROMANTIC - JOHN 
WEINZWEIG 


53:09 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by Rhombus Media Inc. in 
collaboration with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and NFB, with 
the participation of Telefilm Canada and 
the Ontario Film Development 
Corporation 
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THE RELATIONSHIP 

Part of Canada: True North series 
55:56 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and WTVS/Detroit in 
collaboration with Global Television 
Network 


RENCONTRE DE CERTAINS TYPES 


49:13 color 
French original video 
Produced by NFB 


RIVERS TO THE SEA 
46:05 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


ROBICHAUD 
58:37. color 16 mm 

French original film 

Produced by NFB (French Program 
Branch, Acadia Studio and the English 
Program Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


ROULEZ-VOUS PAR TERRE 
Part of La prévention des incendies series 


351 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Fire Prevention Canada Association 


RUSSIAN DIARY 

Part of Speaking Our Peace series 
27:16 color 16 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


SATELLITE SYMPHONY 
BEETHOVEN AND ONE WOMAN'S 
DREAM 


52:09 color 

English original video 

Coproduced by NFB and Alan Handel 
Productions Inc 
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SHATTERED DREAMS 
27:49 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


LES SILENCES DE BOLAMA 
57:13. color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


SOMETHING IN COMMON - CHILDREN 
OF OTHER LANDS (series) 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
12:19 color 


HEALTH MATTERS 
15:59 color 


LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER 
10:20 color 


WATER: THE WONDER FLUID 
12:44 color 


English original sound filmstrips with 
study guides 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 


A SONG FOR QUEBEC 

Part of Canada: True North series 
55:12 color 160 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB and WTVS/Detroit in 
collaboration with Global Television 
Network 


SORTEZ ET RESTEZ DEHORS 
Part of La Prévention des Incendies series 


4:08 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Fire Prevention Canada Association 
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SOUS LES DRAPS, LES ETOILES 
84:12 color 35 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Films Vision 4 inc. and 
NFB, with the financial participation of 
Telefilm Canada and la Société générale 
des industries culturelles - Québec 


SPEAKING OUR PEACE (series) 


RUSSIAN DIARY 
27:16 color 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


16 mm 


STORIES AND LEGENDS FROM OTHER 
LANDS (series) 


BARON MUNCHHAUSEN IN A WHALE 
OF A TALE (GERMAN LEGEND) 


4:23 color 


HUDDEN AND DUDDEN AND DONALD 
O'NEARY (IRISH FOLK TALE) 


5:03 color 


NAIL SOUP (SCANDINAVIAN FOLK 
TALE) 


5:21 color 
ONIONS AND GARLIC (HEBREW FABLE) 
4:33 color 


WORLD OF DARKNESS (YUGOSLAVIAN 
FABLE) 


3:18 color 

Videos of English original captioned 
filmstrips 

Produced by NFB 


THE STUDIO 


10:27 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English version of French original film 
L'Atelier 

Produced by NFB 


STUDIO D - 15 YEARS IN THE MAKING 
4:21 color 


English original video 
Produced by NFB 


LE TABLEAU NOIR 
73:07 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


LE TAX! CORMIER 

Part of Les chroniques de l'Atlantique series 
55:32 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du Phare- 
Est Inc. and NFB (French Program Branch, 
Acadia Studio) in collaboration with Radio- 
Canada and with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada 


TELEFICTIONS - PHASE | (series) 


LE DIABLE A QUATRE 

78:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


ONZIEME SPECIALE 


81:10 color 16 mm 


French original film 


Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NEB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


TELEFICTIONS - PHASE II (series) 


BLANCHE EST LA NUIT 

84:57 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by NFB and Les Producteurs 
T.Vfilms associés inc., with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 
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BONJOUR MONSIEUR GAUGUIN 

80:00 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
French original film 

Coproduced by Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


CHEMIN DE DAMAS 

81:49 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


CCEUR DE NYLON 

73:43 color 16 mm 

Coproduced by Les Productions Vidéofilms 
limitée, Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NEB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


LES NOCES DE PAPIER 

86:30 color 16mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and La Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


TELEFICTIONS - PHASE II! (series) 


BLUE, LA MAGNIFIQUE 

83:22 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions Vidéofilms 
limitée, Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


ee Ren er ee ee tne Se ee Se eOS SSCP ES ERLIEVEEANESS ESSEC CUCENESSRESEVERERVCC SCS CODE SECTUSEDEOTERELEERCERSO SED TEREL De seENCSUPERC EATS TREC eaaieetanGOn 


CUERVO 

79:30 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Films Vision 4 inc., Les 
Producteurs T.V.-films associés inc. and 
NFB, with the financial participation of 
Telefilm Canada, la Société générale des 
industries culturelles - Québec and la 
Société de radio-télévision du Québec 


LES HEURES PRECIEUSES 

90:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Les Productions du 
Verseau inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films 
associés inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and La Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


UN AUTRE HOMME 

80:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


TERRE D'ERRANCE 


27:50 color 

French abridged video version of English 
original film On Shifting Ground 
Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency, Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, Ontario Government Ministry 
of Housing, HABITAT and UNPP 


A TIME TO REAP 


28:05 color 16 mm 

English version of French original film 
Femmes en campagne 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
the Federal Women’s Film Program 


TO BE 
10:05 color 35 mm 


English original film 
Produced by NFB 
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TO CONSUME OR CONSERVE? 
Part of Conserving for Tomorrow series 


10:59 color 

English original sound filmstrip with study 
guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Conservation Council of Ontario 


LA TOILE BLANCHE 


69:51 color 16mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 


TOPSY TURVY - REVE MAGIE 
Part of Look Again/Mieux voir series 


9:05 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


TROUBLE IN THE FOREST 


46:37 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 


UN AUTRE HOMME 
Part of Téléfictions - Phase III series 


80:00 color 16 mm 

French original film 

Coproduced by Max films productions 
inc., Les Producteurs T.V.-films associés 
inc. and NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec and la Société de radio-télévision 
du Québec 


UN CIRQUE EN AMERIQUE 
Part of the Parler d'Amérique collection 


50:17 color 16 mm 
French original film 
Produced by NFB 
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THE UNDERLYING THREAT 


48:14 color 16 mm 
English original film 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


UNE TERRE A SO! 


28:05 color 16 mm 

French version of English original film 

In Her Chosen Field 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Federal Women's Film Program 


UNNATURAL CAUSES 


6:45 color 
English original video 
Produced by NFB 


LA VIEILLE DAME SAIT QUOI FAIRE 
VOYEZ-VOUS! ET VOUS? 


Part of La prévention des Incendies series 


4:29 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Fire Prevention Canada Association 


LA VIE QUOTIDIENNE DE JULIEN FIZEL 
- LOUISBOURG 1744 


9:18 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
Produced by NFB in collaboration with 
Parks Canada 


LA VIE QUOTIDIENNE 
Part of Les Hurons series 


10:04 color 

Video of French original sound filmstrip 
with study guide and map 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization 


LE VISITEUR D'UN SOIR 
26:20 color 


French original video 
Produced by NFB 
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LE VOYAGE AU BOUT DE LA ROUTE OU 
LA BALLADE DU PAYS QUi ATTEND 


53:35 color 

Abridged video version of French original 
film 

Produced by NFB 


WATER: THE WONDER FLUID 
Part of Something in Common: Children of 
Other Lands series 


12:44 color 

English original sound filmstrip with study 
guide 

Coproduced by NFB and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 


WELCOME TO CANADA 


86:37 color 16 mm and 35: mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


2:05 color 35 mm 
English original publicity clip 
Produced by NFB 


WHO GETS IN? 


52:22 color 16 mm 

English original film 

Coproduced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Ontario Studio) and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation 


WORKING NIGHTS 


19:52 color 16 mm and 35 mm 
English original film 
Produced by NFB 


WORLD OF DARKNESS (YUGOSLAVIAN 
FABLE) 


Part of Stories and Legends from Other 
Lands series 


3:18 color 

Video of English original captioned 
filmstrip 

Produced by NFB 


s U M M A RY ¥ A c I Vv I E s 
PRODUCTION NFB Coproductions (1) Total 
ENGLISH AND FRENCH PROGRAM BRANCHES productions 

Original films in French 20 28 48 
Original films in English 26 15 4] 
Original films - bilingual 2 2 
Original films - multilingual 3 3 
Original videos - multilingual l 1 
Original videos in French 2 - 2 
Original videos in English 13 2 15 
Abridged videos of French original films 5 - 2 
Abridged videos of English original films - 1 1 
Videos of French original filmstrips ] 13 14 
Videos of English original filmstrips 5 3 8 
Original publicity clips - multilingual i 1 
Original publicity clips in French 1 - 1 
Original publicity clips in English 1 1 2 
Original sound filmstrips in English - 8 8 
Multilingual slide sets 1 1 
Total original productions US 71 150 @ 
French versions of English original films 3 1 4 
English versions of French original films 5 1 6 
Abridged versions of French original films 1 1 
French video versions of English original films l - 1 
Abridged video versions of English original films - 1 l 
English subtitled video versions of French original films 1 ] 
Total versions 11 3 14 
Total productions 1989-1990 90 74 164 


Note 1 Includes films produced with the collaboration, in association or with the 
participation of the NFB, as well as films produced by the private sector for the NFB 


Note 2 If a film has been produced in 35 mm and reduced to 16 mm, or vice-versa, it 
appears only once in the statistics. This applies to 14 productions completed this 


year 
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DISTRIBUTION 
CANADIAN DISTRIBUTION 1989-1990 1988-1989 
ERTS RS SR AES SS TNE ET ET ST TT a a 
Television 
Telecasts English 3,224 3,988 
French 1,023 853 
SEE SSS RE SE A TS TS A ES a a 
Theatrical 
Bookings 35 mm 114 467 
16 mm 60 45 


Non-theatrical 


NEB Rentals and Reservations 193,757 233,266 
Film and Video Deposit Program Bookings 108,534 76,200 
Videocassette Sales 23,492 15,744 
16 mm Print Sales 791 1,297 
Multimedia Sales 11,048 12,672 
New NEB Prints Placed in Distribution 

16 mm IPS, 1,880 

Videocassettes 9,693 7,434 


Electronic Reproduction Contracts 
Prints Placed in Distribution WEN 


* As per contractual reporting cycle, includes activity for last three fiscal years 


DISTRIBUTION 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 


Diplomatic Missions 
Prints placed in non-theatrical distribution abroad 


Bookings through Canadian Diplomatic Missions: 
United States 
Europe and Middle East 
Asia/Pacific 
Latin America/Caribbean 
Africa 


Commercial Distribution 


New and Extended Contracts 
United States 
Europe and Middle East 
Asia/Pacific 
Latin America/Caribbean 
Africa 


Product Sales 


Film Print Sales 
NFB 
Distributors 
Videocassette Sales 
NFB 
Distributors 
Multimedia Product Sales 


Sales and Royalties Revenues by NFB Office Territory 


United States (New York) 


Europe, Middle East and English-speaking 


Africa (London) 


Europe and French-Speaking Africa (Paris) 


Asia/Pacific (Montreal) 
Latin America/Caribbean (Montreal) 


TOTAL 


88-89 


89-90 


bho UW Oe 


88-89 


3 


3 
2 
1 


1989-1990 


1988-1989 


Non-theatrical 
89-90 88-89 
40 47 
37 31 
6 4 

5 


1989-1990 


1989-1990 
$ 828,068 
601,877 
546,312 
304,926 
74,880 


$2,356,063 


1988-1989 
520 

803 

582 

1,408 

182 
1988-1989 
$1,349,708 
594,200 

446 328 
193,741 


20,220 


$2,604,197 
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TECHNICAL AND Comparative 
PRODUCTION SERVICES 1989-1990 1988-1989 Output % 
eee 
Laboratories 35 mm, monochrome 506,217 291,186 173.8 
Footage processed and invoiced 35 mm, color 2,398,405 1,578,288 152.0 
(in feet) : 16 mm, monochrome 809,883 1,048,378 773 
16 mm, color 10,113,544 10,384,228 97.4 
Total 13,828,049 13,302,080 104.0 
aennnnnnn nnn nnnnnnnneercneccrcrecrereeeeeecrreneeceeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeee errr SSS SSS 
Negative Cutting Hours invoiced 9,7 8,776 111.5 
enn nner renee rarer s rere rreseee reece eee SSS SSS 
Camera 35 mm, monochrome 10 2 500.0 
Footage shot (in hours): 35 mm, color 72 53 135.8 
16 mm, monochrome 69 66 104.5 
16 mm, color 1,278 1,009 126.7 
Total 1,429 1,130 120.5 
anne nn nner eee eee eee SSS SSS SS 
Pre-production technicians - NFB 4,453 4.396 101.3 
Hours invoiced: - freelance 6,484 7,247 89.5 
carpenters - - NFB 5,800 5,433 106.8 
- freelance 334 4() 835.0 
Total 17,071 17,116 99.7 
a 
Sound and Projection studios 9,383 7,806 120.2 
Hours invoiced: transfer 6,622 5,460 121.3 
projection rooms 9,815 Vooe 130.3 
sound recordists - NFB 5,428 5,840 92.9 
- freelance 5,870 6,453 91.0 
Total 37,118 33,091 112.2 
= 
Music and Effects Footage transferred (in feet) 398,118 369,718 107.7 
SS SSS SSS 
Visual Effects Footage shot (in feet) 194,700 180,666 107.8 
Hours invoiced: 
animation and opticals 6,920 6,094 113.6 
typography and photomechanical 2,984 3,068 97.3 
graphic artists i Sey 8,713 132.4 
printing 4,903 5,483 89.4 
Total 26,339 23,358 112.8 
Ss 
Video Services Videocassettes invoiced - NFB 6,276 8,253 76.0 
- contracts 37,006 19,921 186.1 
Total (videocassettes) 43,342 28,174 153.8 


Hours invoiced: 


video-to-film transfer 30 31 96.8 
telecine transfer - working copy 792 770 102.9 
videotape transfer 4,367 4,011 108.9 
Rank Cintel - master 2,052 1,703 120.5 
Chyron - titling and subtitling 787 781 100.8 
Total (hours) 8,028 7,296 110.0 
ss 
Engineering Hours invoiced 27,936 28,863 96.8 
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50 ANS 
Director: — Gilles Carle 
Producer: Eric Michel 


Palme dor - Out of Competition “to 
highlight the NFB’s 50th anniversary and 
its ongoing efforts on behalf of Canadian 
film.” 

42nd International Film Festival 

Cannes, France 

May 11 to 23, 1989 


AGE IS NO BARRIER 

Director: Francis Damberger 
Producer: Dale Phillips 

Produced by NFB, (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Best Documentary & Best Direction, non- 
dramatic 

16th Annual Alberta Film and Television 
Awards 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

February 24, 1990 


L’ ANNIVERSAIRE/ ANNIVERSARY 
Directors: Marc Aubry, Michel Hébert 
Producer: Robert Forget 


This prize was awarded for “mastery of 
the latest in film animation technique 
using computer generated images.” 

15th International Technical Film Contest 
UNIATEC (International Union of 
Technical Cinematograph Associations) 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

October 14 to 18, 1989 


Silver Hugo, Animation Category 
25th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 12 to November 2, 1989 


ARCTIC RIVER: THE MACKENZIE 
Directors: Bruce Mackay, William Hansen 
Producers: Dennis Sawyer, Bruce Mackay 


Honorable Mention for Photography 
19th National Educational: Film and 
Video Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 
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BATEAU BLEU, MAISON VERTE 
Director: Betty Arsenault 
Producers: Eric Michel, Raymond Gauthier 


Special Jury Mention 
International Festival of Films on 
Architecture and Town Planning 
Lausanne, Switzerland 
November 3 to 5, 1989 


BLACK SUGAR (SUCRE NOIR) 
Director: Michel Régnier 
Producer: Eric Michel 


Chris Bronze Plaque 

Social Studies Category 

37th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

October 25 to 29, 1989 


THE BOX/LA BOITE 
Director: | Co Hoedeman 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Special Citation Award 

International Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 13 to 22, 1989 


THE CAT CAME BACK 

Director: Cordell Barker 

Producers: Cordell Barker, Richard Condie 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


Blue Ribbon Award 

Humor and Satire Category 

31st American Film and Video Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

May 8 to 12, 1989 

Air Toronto Critics’ Choice Award for Best 
Short Film 

Festival of New Canadian Cinema 
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 

August 24 to 29, 1989 


Third Prize - Animation Category 

20th Annual Independent Film and Video 
Makers Competition 

Baltimore, Maryland, USA 

October 5 to 8, 1989 


Sey te eRe, aa as oh ROR eee DRE ee es ee SUCSESROR BRAVE SAMSD SNe aS ose iAwn Snag ey Sen AM SON one SaNawek Chueoswaieisiasane4 uaR ea eee ee AEE 


Chris Statuette Award 

Art and Culture - Animation Category 
37th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

October 25 to 29, 1989 


Special BACA Certificate for Outstanding 
Animation 

BACA Film and Video 

The Brooklyn Arts Council 

Brooklyn, New York, USA 

March-April 1990 


CHARLES ET FRANCOIS/CHARLES AND 
FRANCOIS 


Director: | Co Hoedeman 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Best Short Film Award 

Films over 15 minutes Category 

6th International Animated Film Festival 
Varna, Bulgaria 

October 7 to 11, 1989 


THE DEFENDER 
Director: Stephen Low 

Producer: Charles Konowal 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Prairie Studio) 


Best Production of the Festival 

Best Direction (Stephen Low) 

Best Script (Stephen Low) 

Superchannel Best Script Award of $1,000. 
Best Cinematography/Videography 
(Charles Konowal) 

25th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 

May 31 to June 4, 1989 


THE DINGLES 
Director: Les Drew 
Producer: Bill Pettigrew 


First Prize 

Short film - Animation 5-10 minutes 
Category 

International Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 13 to 22, 1989 


SHES H SEES H HEHE HEHE SHEESH HEHESEEHETEEE HEHEHE SSHHESESHESHEHTHEEEEHEHEESEEEHHETHEHHEHEHESHOHEEHEEHOEHESEOSOS EES ESSE SESE EEEEHESEEESES HOSES EESEHTHOSESHEOESE SESE SESE EESHEE SEES EEE SESE EES 


ELK ISLAND 

Director: James Jeffrey 

Producer: Jerry D. Krepakevich 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Sondrio Chamber of Commerce Silver 
Plaque Award 

Third International Exhibition of 
Documentary Films 

Sondrio, Italy 

November 6 to 11, 1989 


EQUATORIAL RIVER 
Directors: Bruce Mackay, William Hansen 
Producers: Dennis Sawyer, Bruce Mackay 


Silver Apple Award 

History and Geography Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


FARMERS HELPING FARMERS 
Director: Brian Pollard 
Producer: Barrie Howells 


Red Ribbon Award 

International Issues - Africa Category 
31st American Film and Video Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

May 8 to 12, 1989 


FERRON, MARCELLE 
Director: | Monique Crouillére 
Producer: Josée Beaudet 


Prize for Best Portrait of an Artist 

8th International Festival of Films on Art 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

March 6 to 11, 1990 


THE FIRST EMPEROR OF CHINA/ 

LE PREMIER EMPEREUR DE CHINE 
Directors: Tony Ianzelo, Liu Hao Xue 
Producers: Barrie Howells, Pan Han Ci 
Coproduction of NFB, China XI'AN Film 
Studios and the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization 


Prize awarded “for the high definition of 
its IMAX format shots as used in the 
dramatic development.” 

15th International Technical Film Contest 
UNIATEC (International Union of 
Technical Cinematograph Associations) 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

October 14 to 18, 1989 


SHS SHSHEEHESSHTSHHHSSHHSHHSHEHSHHEHHHEHSSHHHSHHEHSEHEHSHEHSHOHSSHEHHESHEHHOHSHHESSHEEHESHHHEHHSEHESHESTSSOSHEHHFEHOSESHOHHOSHESHHESHEHSOHSOHESESOHOHSOSHOHESEH ESOS EHEHSHEEESESES 


FOSTER CHILD 

Director: Gil Cardinal 

Producer: Jerry D. Krepakevich 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Gold Apple Award 

Human Relations - Life Styles and Life 
Passages Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


GEORGE AND ROSEMARY 
Directors: Alison Snowden, David Fine 
Producer: Eunice Macaulay 


Overseas Children’s Award 

Overseas General Award 

1989 A.T.O.M. Awards to Short Educational 
Films and Videos (The Australian Teachers 
of Media) 

Melbourne, Australia 

April 27, 1989 


Honorable Mention 

Category B (5 to 15-minute films) 

13th International Animated Film Festival 
CINANIMA ’89 

Espinho, Portugal 

November 14 to 19, 1989 


GROWING UP IN THE WORLD NEXT 
DOOR 


Director: David Springbett 

Producers: Barrie Howells (NFB) 
Heather Macandrew and 
David Springbett (Asterisk 
Productions, Toronto) 


Produced by Asterisk Film and Videotape 
Producers Limited with the financial 
participation of Canadian International 
Development Agency, Canadian 
Organization for Development through 
Education, NFB, Canadian Commission for 
UNESCO, German Committee for UNICEF, 
UNICEF (New York) and the United 
Church of Canada 


Chris Bronze Plaque 

Social Studies Category 

37th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

October 25 to 29, 1989 
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INNER RHYTHM 

Part of the Canadian Composers series 
Director: _Niv Fichman 

Producers: Niv Fichman, Louise Clark 
Produced for NFB by Rhombus Media Inc. 


Blue Ribbon Award 

Arts and Humanities Category 

31st American Film and Video Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

May 8 to 12, 1989 


JESUS DE MONTREAL 


Director: Denys Arcand 
Producer: Max films productions inc./ 
Gérard Mital Productions 


In association with NFB, with the financial 
participation of Telefilm Canada, la Société 
générale des industries culturelles - 
Québec, la Société de radio-télévision du 
Québec and Super-Ecran (Premier Choix: 
TVEC Inc.) for Canada 


Jury Grand Prize 

Ecumenical Jury Award 

42nd International Film Festival 
Cannes, France 

May 11 to 23, 1989 


Best Feature Film Award 

Oth Atlantic Film Festival 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
September 26 to October 1, 1989 


Hydro-Québec Public’s Grand Prize for 
Best Feature Film of the Festival 

8th International Film Festival in Abitibi- 
Temiscamingue 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec, Canada 
October 28 to November 2, 1989 


Golden Reel Award 

Genie Award for Best Performance by an 
Actor in a Supporting Role (Rémy Girard) 
Genie Award for Best Achievement in Film 
Editing (Isabelle Dedieu) 

Genie Award for Best Music Score (Yves 
Laferriére) 

Genie Award for Best Achievement in Art 
Direction (Francois Seguin) 

Genie Award for Best Achievement in 
Overall Sound (Patrick Rousseau, Jocelyn 
Caron, Hans Peter Strobl, Adrian Croll) 
Genie Award for Best Original Screenplay 
(Denys Arcand) 

Genie Award for Best Achievement in 
Costume Design (Louise Jobin) 

Genie Award for Best Achievement in 
Cinematography (Guy Dufaux) 

Genie Award for Best Achievement in 
Direction (Denys Arcand) 


Ce ee Spee Nene eRe SEPIRGES CHESDSRE DOK MO CES een RO NETO MEMSE SCH OESENCNE TECSE COMUNE SEAMS €oa's Cae eutmalice eee eeu area 


Genie Award for Best Performance by an 
Actor in a Leading Role (Lothaire Bluteau) 
Genie Award for Best Motion Picture 

1990 Genie Awards 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


March 20, 1990 
JUKE-BAR 
Director: — Martin Barry 


Producer: Yves Leduc 


Montreal Grand Prix for Best Short Film of 
the Festival 

World Film Festival 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

August 24 to September 4, 1989 


Camerio Award for Best Short Film of the 
Festival 

Mention for the Quality of Animation 

7e Carrousel international du film 
Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 

September 18 to 24, 1989 


Silver Hugo - Animation Category 
25th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 12 to November 2, 1989 


Public’s Award for the Best Short Film of 
the Festival 

8th International Film Festival in Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec, Canada 
October 28 to November 2, 1989 


Short Film Award accompanied by a cash 
prize of 5,000 FF 

Rencontres cinématographiques 

Cannes, France 

December 13 to 19, 1989 


Genie Award for Best Animated Short 
1990 Genie Awards 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

March 20, 1990 
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LAND ABOVE THE TREES 

Part of the Ecology series 

Director: Mike Collier 

Producer: George Johnson 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


Gold Camera Award 

Nature and Wildlife Category 

22nd US Industrial Film and Video Festival 
Elmhurst, Illinois, USA 

June 9, 1989 


Polaris Award for the Best Film of the 
Festival 

National Council for Geographic Education 
Film and Video Festival 

Newark, Ohio, USA 

October 12 to 15, 1989 


LA LETTRE D’AMOUR 
Director: Pierre Hébert 
Producer: Robert Forget 


Best Animation Film 

25th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 
May 31 to June 4, 1989 


LOOKING BEHIND YOU 

1. A MOSAIC OF GENEALOGIES 

2. RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY TREE 
Director: Eva Szasz 

Producer: Tamara Lynch 

Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
National Archives of Canada and the 
Secretary of State, Canadian Studies 
Directorate 


Citation for Honorable Mention for 
Treatment of Subject 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


Achievement Award 
AMTEC 89 Media Festival 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
June 17 to 21, 1989 


Bronze Medal - Filmstrip Category 
International Film & Television Festiva! 
New York, N.Y., USA 

January 12, 1990 
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MAKING FACES: THE CULTURE BEHIND 
THE MASK 


Part of Our Multicultural Heritage series 
Director: Jane Churchill 

Producer: Tamara Lynch 

Produced by NEB in collaboration with the 
Secretary of State, Multiculturalism Sector 


Best Filmstrip of the Festival 

Gold Apple Award 

Filmstrip/Elementary Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


MILE ZERO - THE SAGE TOUR 


Director: Bonnie Sherr Klein 
Producers: Irene Angelico (DLI Productions) 
Bonnie Sherr Klein (NFB) 


Coproduced by NFB and DLI Productions 
in collaboration with TVOntario 


Certificate of Honorable Mention 
Social Studies Category 

37th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

October 25 to 29, 1989 


MON CORPS, C’EST MON CORPS 
(FEELING YES, FEELING NO) 

Director: _ Moira Simpson 

Producers: Jennifer Torrance, John Taylor 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


Best Educational Film 

2e Festival international du film médical 
Festival du film d’éducation pour la santé 
Mauriac, France 

April 21, 1989 


SHOT SHHSH SHOOT HHS HSESEHHSHSSHHSSHHSOEHTHEHHHHSH OE ESEOSHHSEEOEHSSHSSESESEHHEHE HOES EEEOEESSOSHEHEE OOOH ES ESSE ESEESOSESEESEEEESE EEE ESEEEEEEESESESES 


THE OLD BELIEVERS 
Director: John Paskievich 


POUR TOUT DIRE (series) 
Director: Robert Favreau 


NIGHTANGEL/L’HEURE DES ANGES 
Directors: Jacques Drouin, 


Bretislav Pojar Producers: Joe MacDonald, John Paskievich Producers: Colette Blanchard, 

Producers: Robert Forget (NFB) Produced by NFB (English Program Raymond Gauthier 
Vera Henzlova (Kratky Film, Branch, Prairie Studio) Produced by NFB in collaboration with the 
Prague) Canadian Association of Second Language 


Best Cinematography/Videography Teachers and the Secretary of State Canada 
(Charles Konowal) 

25th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 


May 25 to June 4, 1989 


Coproduced by NFB and Jiri Trnka Studio, 
Prague, Czechoslovakia 

Panasonic Best Video Award 
AMTEC 89 Media Festival 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
June 17 to 21, 1989 


Special Grand Prize given by the Statens 
Film Central (Danish Government Film 
Office) for the Best Film of the Festival. 
Accompanied by a cash prize of 

35,000 DKR 

8th International Film Festival 

Odense, Denmark 

July 30 to August 5, 1989 


ON A PUS LES PARENTS QU’ON AVAIT 
Director: Nicole Chicoine 
Producer: Josée Beaudet 


QUI VA CHERCHER GISELLE A 3 H 45? 
Director: Sylvie Groulx 

Producer: Josée Beaudet 

Special Mention “for the humour and 
timeliness of its conception.” 

13e Festival Ciné-Vidéo Psy 

Lorquin, France 

June 13 to 16, 1989 


André-Leroux Award for the Best Medium- 
length Film 

8e Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

February 1 to 10, 1990 


Certificate of Merit 

Medikinale International/Medical and 
Scientific Film Festival 

Parma, Italy 

November 14 to 19, 1989 


PELTS - POLITICS OF THE FUR TRADE 
Director: Nigel Markham 

Producer: Kent Martin 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atlantic Studio) 


NO ADDRESS 

Director: Alanis Obomsawin 

Producers: Marrin Canell, 
Alanis Obomsawin 


RICHARD CARDINAL: CRIES FROM A 
DIARY OF A METIS CHILD 


Director: Alanis Obomsawin 
Producers: Marrin Canell, Robert Verrall 
Crystal Apple Award 


Honorable Mention Best Documentary (tied with Rivers to the 


Social Studies Category Sea) Human Relations - Teen Suicide Category 
37th Annual International Film Festival Best Narration (Nigel Markham, Kent 19th National Educational Film and Video 
Columbus, Ohio, USA Martin) Festival 


Oakland, California, USA 
May 17 to 21, 1989 


October 25 to 29, 1989 Best Sound Recording (John Martin, Art 
McKay, Jim Rillie, Alex Salter) 

9th Atlantic Film Festival 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 


September 26 to October 1, 1989 


Best Documentary Award 

14th Annual American Indian Film Festival 
San Francisco, California, USA 

November 9 to 12, 1989 


RISE AND FALL OF AMERICAN 
BUSINESS CULTURE 


(Part of Reckoning - The Political Economy 
of Canada series) 

Director: Kalle Lasn 

Producer: Psychomedia Inc. for NFB 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio) 


POUNDMAKER’S LODGE - A HEALING 
PLACE 


Director: Alanis Obomsawin 

Producers; Alanis Obomsawin, 
Marrin Canell, 
Robert Verrall 


LA NOUVELLE AU VILLAGE 
Director: Jean Bourbonnais 
Producer: Thérése Descary 


Distinction for Best Social Depiction 
7e Carrousel international du film 
Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 
September 18 to 24, 1989 


Electra Certificate of Award 
Business and Industry - Videotape 
Category 


Bronze Apple Award 
Health/Drug and Alcohol Addiction 
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Category International Educational Film Festival 
19th National Educational Film and Video Birmingham, Alabama, USA 
Festival April 21, 1989 


Oakland, California, USA 
May 17 to 21, 1989 
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RIVERS TO THE SEA 

Director: John Brett 

Producers: Kent Nason, John Brett 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Atantic Studio) 


Best Documentary (tied with Pelts - The 
Politics of the Fur Trade) 

Best Cinematography (John Brett, Gilbert 
Van Ryckevorsel 

Best Sound Editing (Raymond Vermette, 

Louis Collin) 

9th Atlantic Film Festival 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

September 26 to October 1, 1989 


Certificate of Honorable Mention 
Education Category 

37th Annual International Film Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 

October 25 to 29, 1989 


SEASON ON THE WATER 


Director: John Doyle 

Producers: Mary Armstrong, 
Shelagh MacKenzie, 
Sharon Smith 


Produced by Cinefort Inc. and NFB 
(English Program Branch, Atlantic Studio) 
with the participation of Telefilm Canada, 
Secretary of State, Newfoundland and 
Labrador Arts’ Council 


Silver Plaque 

Short Subjects Category 

25th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 12 to November 2, 1989 


SHATTERED DREAMS 

Director: | Wendy Hill-Tout 
Producer: Dale Phillips 

Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, North West Studio) 


Best Documentary under 30 minutes 
25th Short Film and Video Festival 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 
May 25 to June 4, 1989 


Si SEULEMENT... IF ONLY... 
Director: — Marc Aubry 
Producer: Robert Forget 


Special Jury Award 
Accompanied by a cash prize of 
1,000 DKR 

8th International Film Festival 
Odense, Denmark 

July 30 to August 5, 1989 


SONIA 

Director: _ Paule Baillargeon 

Producers: Michel Gauthier, 
Roger Frappier, 
Suzanne Dussault 


Silver Apple Award 

Human Relations - Major Changes in Life 
Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


Certificate of Merit 

Medikinal International/Medical and 
Scientific Film 

Parma, Italy 

November 14 to 19, 1989 


SPEAKING OUR PEACE 


Directors: Bonnie Sherr Klein, 
Terri Nash 

Producers: Bonnie Sherr Klein, 
Margaret Pettigrew 


Best of Category 

Women’s Issues 

Accompanied by a cash prize of $200. 
1989 Whole Life Expo Film/Video Festival 
San Francisco, California, USA 

April 29, 1989 


SPIRIT OF THE KATA 

Director: Sharon McGowan 
Producer: Jennifer Torrance 
Produced by NFB (English Program 
Branch, Pacific Studio 


Citation for Honorable Mention for 
stimulating interest 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 
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STITCHES IN TIME/MAILLE MAILLE 
Director: Anne-Marie Sirois 
Producer: Eric Michel 

Produced by NFB (French Program 
Branch, Acadia) 


Silver Apple Award 

Language Arts/Poetry and Storytelling 
Grades 4-6 Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


THE STUDIO - L’ ATELIER 
Director: Suzanne Gervais 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Best Overall Sound (Louis Hone, Christian 
Marcotte, Claude Beaugrand) 

25th Short Film & Video Festival 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada 

May 25 to June 4, 1989 


SUPER-COMPANIES 
Director: Boyce Richardson 
Producers: Barrie Howells, Mark Zannis 


Red Ribbon Award 

International Issues Category 

31st American Film and Video Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

May 8 to 12, 1989 


TO A SAFER PLACE 


Director: Beverly Shaffer 
Producers: Gerry Rogers, 
Beverly Shaffer 


Crystal Apple Award 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


Certificate of Merit cum laude 
Medikinale International/Medical and 
Scientific Film Festival 

Parma, Italy 

November 14 to 19, 1989 


Gold Award 

Theatrical Feature Film/Documentary 
Category 

11th Annual International Film and Video 
Festival 

Houston, Texas, USA 

April 21 to 30, 1989 
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TOXIC WASTE (video) 
Director: Julie Stanfel 
Producer: Julie Stanfel 


Bronze Apple Award 

Life Science Category 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


TRAIN OF DREAMS 
Director: John N. Smith 
Producer: Savario (Sam) Grana 


Best Performance by an Actor awarded to 
Jason St. Amour 

4th International Youth and Children’s Film 
Festival 

Paris, France 

June 20 to 27, 1989 


TROIS POMMES A COTE DU SOMMEIL 


Director: Jacques Leduc 

Producers: Suzanne Dussault (NFB) 
Pierre Latour (Malofilm 
Productions) 


L.-E.-Ouimet-Molson Award for Best 
Feature Film 

8e Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

February Ist to 10, 1990 


UN SOLEIL ENTRE DEUX NUAGES 
Director: Marquise Lepage 
Producer: Eric Michel 


Ecumenical Jury Award 

International Documentary Film Festival 
Nyon, Switzerland 

October 14 to 21, 1989 


Gemeaux Award for Best Editing (France 
Pilon) 

Prix Gémeaux 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

December 10, 1989 


Libraries Prize accompanied by a cash 
award of 30,000 FF 

12th International Film Festival of Visual 
Anthropology and Social Documentation 
Paris, France 

March 10 to 18, 1990 


SSSSSSSHSHSHHEHSHHHHHTEHHHSHOSHESHHHSHHOSHH HOHE OHHH HHEEHESHHHE OHHH HTSEHHESEHSEEHHSHSHOSEHOOHSHHESSSSOHOESESESHSEHEEHESEEESEEESOEEESEES 


VICTORIA BRIDGE 
Director: Michel Choquette 
Producer: David Verrall 


Citation for Honorable Mention “for 
skillful use of mixed media.” 

19th National Educational Film and Video 
Festival 

Oakland, California, USA 

May 17 to 21, 1989 


THE WANDERER/L’ETRANGER 


Director: George Ungar 
Producers: George Ungar, Ishu Patel, 
Eunice Macaulay 


Honorable Mention 

Category C (10 to 40 minute films) 

13th International Animated Film Festival 
CINANINA ’89 

Espinho, Portugal 

November 14 to 19, 1989 


WATERWALKER 
Director and Producer: Bill Mason 
Coproduced by NFB and Imago 


Nature and Environment Award 

IVe Festival International du Film de 
Descente de Riviére 

Valence, France 


November 15 to 19, 1989 


WEDNESDAY’S CHILDREN: VICKY 
Director: Elsa Bolam 
Producer: Wolf Koenig 


Blue Ribbon Award 

Guidance and Values Category 

31st American Film and Video Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

May 8 to 12, 1989 
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CO HCEDEMAN 


Special Jury Award to Co Haedeman for 
his career-long contribution to the field of 
animation and his outstanding films for all 
ages. 

International Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

October 13 to 22, 1989 


Trophy awarded to Francine Desbiens in 


honor of 25 years of work with the NFB as 


producer and director. 

Frame by Frame/Image par Image 
Retrospective of NFB animated films and 
tribute to the NFB on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of its foundation 
Assolo, Italy 

December 8, 1989 


SHELAGH MACKENZIE 


Pioneer Award. 

This award, given during the Festival each 
year by the CBC, pays tribute to an 
individual who has done pioneer work in 
the film industry in the Atlantic Region. 
9th Atlantic Film Festival 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

September 26 to October 1, 1989 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD 


Crystal vase awarded to the NFB to mark 
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of its 
foundation. 

Special Homage to the NFB 


Statens Filmsentral (National Film Board of 


Norway) 
Oslo, Norway 
April 4 to 6, 1989 


Award of Excellence given to the NFB for 
its 50h Anniversary. 

AMTEC '89 Media Festival 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


June 17 to 21, 1989 
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Don Quichotte Prize awarded to the NFB 
for 50 years of unrelenting support to 


creation and fruitful collaboration with the 


film societies’ movement for the 
popularization of Canadian films 
throughout the world. 


Award given by the International Jury of 
the Fédération internationale des 
ciné-clubs. 

Festival international du cinéma 
d’animation 

Annecy, France 

May 27 to June Ist, 1989 


Rockie Award given to the NFB for its 50th 


Anniversary, 

Banff Television Festival 
Banff, Alberta, Canada 
June 4 to 10, 1989 


Commemorative plaque awarded to the 
NFB for its invaluable contribution to 
world film over the past 50 years. Plaque 
presented by Michel Mouillot, Mayor of 
the City of Cannes at the 42nd 
International Film Festival Cannes, France 
May 11 to 23, 1989 


Plaque 

“The Vermont World Peace Film Festival 
salutes the 50th anniversary of the NFB 
and its contribution to films related to 
peace, nuclear disarmament and 
environmental issues.” 

3rd World Peace Film Festival 
Burlington, Vermont, USA 

June 25 to 30, 1989 


Outstanding Achievement Award “in 
recognition of 50 years of outstanding 
contribution to social programs and 
humanitarian goals in Canada.” 
Canadian Council for Social Development 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

June 16, 1989 


1989 Summer Institute of Film and 


Television Plaque presented to the NFB on 


the occasion of its 50th Anniversary in 


recognition of the continuing development 


of the talents of Canadian filmmakers. 
Algonquin College/Cinemathéque Canada 
Ottawa-Hull Film and Television 
Association 

June 18, 1989 


Trophy presented by the Mayor of Ville 
Saint-Laurent, Marcel Laurin: “The local 
community is taking the opportunity 
presented by the NFB’s 50th anniversary 
to honour its intrepid artists, who have 
brought the Board the international 
recognition as a home of the seventh art.” 
Ville Saint-Laurent, Quebec, Canada 
August 12, 1989 


Cameério of Honor awarded to the NFB to 
mark the occasion of its 50th anniversary. 
7th Carrousel international du film 
Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 

September 18 to 24, 1989 


Trophy awarded to the NFB to highlight 
the 50th anniversary of its foundation. 
Frame by Frame/Image par Image 
Retrospective of NFB animated films and 
tribute to the NFB on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of its foundation. 
Assolo, Italy 

December 8, 1989 


Trophy awarded to the NFB to highlight 
50 years of quality productions. 

6th FESTRIO - 6th International Film, 
Television and Video Festival 

Fortaleza, Brazil 

November 23 to December 2, 1989 


Commemorative plaque and poster 
presented to the NFB in honor of 

its 50th anniversary by Mr. Ron Keast, 
President of Vision TV, 

May 2, 1989. 


1989 Genie Awards 
March 22, 1989 


Honorary Oscar for excellence 
in every area of film making 
March 29, 1989 
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To the Minister of Communications 


I have examined the balance sheet of the National Film Board as at March 31, 1990 and the 
statements of operations, accumulated deficit and accumulated net charge against the 
Revolving Fund’s authority for the year then ended. My examination was made in 

~ accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests 
and other procedures as I considered necessary in the circumstances. 


In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly the financial position of the Board 
as at March 31, 1990 and the results of its operations and the changes in its financial 
position for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 


SEAL 


Raymond Dubois, F.C.A. 
Deputy Auditor General 
for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 8, 1990 


ASSETS 1990 1989 


BALANCE SHEET AS AT MARCH 31, 1990 


Current assets 


Cash $ 242,513 $ 292,857 

Accounts receivable 
Government of Canada 1,182,601 1,577,634 
Outside parties 2,414,391 3,716,507 
Advances to coproducers (Note 3) 381,704 427,270 
Inventories (Note 4) 2,993,892 2,716,685 
Prepaid expenses 441,975 644,791 
7,657,076 9,375,744 


Fixed assets (Note 5) 


Cost 30,792,629 28,148,072 
Less: accumulated depreciation 18,186,295 15,910,381 
12,606,334 12,237,691 


$ 20,263,410 $ 21,613,435 


Approved by Management: 


Director of Administration, Finance 
and Personnel Division 


Government Film Commissioner 


LIABILITIES 1990 1989 


Current liabilities 


Accounts payable 


Government of Canada $ 2,042,788 $ 2,751,874 
Outside parties 3,551,584 3,945,057 
Accrued salaries and benefits 574,345 784,668 
Advances on productions 305,223 222,261 
Current portion of obligation under 
capital leases (Note 6) 278,830 350,554 
Current portion of provision for 
employee termination benefits 400,000 320,000 
poets ek SS EARL PT EE AR Dn Rie ed a ee ee 
7,152,770 8,374,414 


A EAE AT ACR EI IO SIE 
Long-term liabilities 


Obligation under capital leases 


(Note 6) 1,006,572 1,186,403 
Provision for employee termination 
benefits 6,645,167 6,453,061 


7,051,739 7,039,524 


14,804,509 16,013,938 


EQUITY OF CANADA 


Accumulated net charge against 
the Revolving Fund’s authority 


(Note 7) 12,727,251 12,931,269 

Accumulated deficit (Note 8) (7,268,350) (7,331,772) 
5,458,901 5,599,497 
$ 20,263,410 $ 21,613,435 


Approved by the Board: 


Lx (Je 


Member 


Sia 


Member 


1990 1989 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS Expenses (Note 9) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
MARCH 31, 1990 English programming 
Production of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 
Board’s program $ 27,573,795 $ 26,932,031 
Sponsored production 1,314,539 3,845,141 
Marketing of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 9,575,921 9,539,512 
38,464,255 40,316,684 
French programming 


Production of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 


Board’s program 18,348,472 16,325,137 
Sponsored production 1,086,558 679,420 
Marketing of films and other forms 
of visual presentation 3,283,106 3,595,074 
22,718,136 20,599,631 
General services 
Distribution and other services 9,459,456 10,356,77 
Research and development 509,796 1,088,001 
9,969,252 11,444,780 
Management and administration 9,636,447 8,684,756 
80,788,090 81,045,851 


Se Ee Ee a 
Revenues 
Production and marketing of films and 
other forms of visual presentation 


English programming 1,372,823 3,849,045 
French programming 1,092,032 715,840 
Film prints, rentals and royalties 
Canadian distribution 2,347,793 2,229,260 
International distribution 2,320,003 2,387,088 
Services and miscellaneous 1,153,509 1,677,656 
SSS 6 SRE SL Se ee ee eS eee ee 
8,280,160 10,859,489 
LS AE ASS ET A 
Cost of operations for the year $ 72,501,930 $ 70,186,362 
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STATEMENT OF ACCUMULATED DEFICIT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
MARCH 31, 1990 


1990 1989 
Balance, beginning of year $ 7,331,772 $ 7,786,241 
Cost of operations for the year 72,501,930 70,186,362 
79,833,702 77,972,603 

Parliamentary appropriation - Operations (72,565,352 ) (70,640,831 ) 
Balance, end of year $ 7,268,350 $ 7,331,772 
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1990 1989 
STATEMENT OF ACCUMULATED NET Operating activities 
CHARGE AGAINST THE REVOLVING Cost. of operations for the year $(72,501,930) $(70,186,362) 
FUND'S AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR Items not affecting the accumulated 
ENDED MARCH 31, 1990 net charge against the Revolving 
Fund’s authority 
Depreciation 2,631,118 2,423,054 
Gain on disposal of fixed assets (61,963) (176,590) 
Increase in the provision for 
employee termination benefits 272,106 148,603 
Decrease in the provision for 
accrued vacations (69,090) (31,139) 
(69,729,759) (67,822,434) 
Decrease in the funded components of 
working capital 557,838 1,632,882 
(69,171,921) (66,189,552) 
Investing activities 
Acquisition of fixed assets (2,897,547) (2,791,535) 
Acquisition under capital leases (128,648) (1,707,301) 
Proceeds from disposal of fixed assets 88,397 287,522 
(2,937,798) (4,211,314) 
Financing activities 
Parliamentary appropriation 73,185,610 71,068,664 
Increase in the net book value of 
fixed assets, net of obligation 
under capital leases (620,258 ) (427,833 ) 
ee 
72,565,352 70,640,831 
Obligation under capital leases 128,648 1,707,301 
Payments on obligations under capital 
leases (380,263 ) (170,284) 
72,313,737 72,177,848 
Decrease for the year (204,018) ( 1 576,982) 
Balance, beginning of year 12,931,269 14,708,251 
Balance, end of year $ 12727251 $ 12,931,269 


NOTES TO FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 
MARCH 31, 1990 


1. Authority and purposes 


2. Significant accounting policies 


The National Film Board was established in 1950 under the National Film Act to initiate and 
promote the production and distribution of films in the national interest and in particular to: 


- produce and distribute, and to promote the production and distribution of films designed 
to interpret Canada to Canadians and to other nations; 


- fepresent the Government of Canada in its relations with persons engaged in commercial 
motion picture film activity in connection with motion picture films for the Government 
or any department thereof; 


~ engage in research in film activity and to make available the results thereof to persons 
engaged in the production of films; 


- advise the Governor in Council in connection with film activities; and 


- discharge such other duties relating to film activity as the Governor in Council may direct 
it to undertake. 


The Board, through the operation of a revolving fund having a permanent continuing 
authority from Parliament, can make payments out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund for 
working capital and the interim financing of operating costs and the acquisition of fixed 
assets and can record the increase in the net book value of fixed assets against this 
authority, which provides that the aggregate of admissible working capital and net book 
value of fixed assets is not to exceed $20 million at any one time. A parliamentary 
authority, to replenish the revolving fund for net acquisitions of fixed assets and the 
admissible cost of operations, is voted annually and recorded in the year to which it 
applies. Any unused balance lapses. 


Production of films and other forms of visual presentation 


All production costs are charged to operations in the year in which they are incurred and 
shown in the statement of operations as follows: 


Board’s program 


All costs incurred for unsponsored productions, the Board’s share in coproductions and 
the excess of costs over the sponsor's contribution for partially-sponsored productions. 


Sponsored production 


All costs incurred for fully-sponsored productions and the sponsored costs of partially- 
sponsored productions. 


Revenues from production of films and other forms of visual presentation are accounted for 
at an amount equal to the sponsored production costs during the year in which these costs 
are incurred. Any profit is recognized in the year the production is completed. 

Film prints 


The cost of prints made for sale purposes is recorded as inventories. The cost of other 
prints is expensed on a current basis. 


Inventories 


Productions in progress are carried at the cumulative amount of costs incurred for each 
production exceeding advances invoiced, up to the amount of the sponsored unbilled 
balance. On the other hand, any cumulative excess of advances invoiced over costs 
incurred is recorded as advances on productions. 


Materials and supplies are carried at the average cost. 


Film prints and other forms of visual presentation held for sale are carried at the lower of 
the average direct cost of production and net realizable value. 


Fixed assets 


Technical equipment, data processing equipment, office equipment and furniture and 
rolling stock are carried at cost. Depreciation is calculated on the straight-line method over 
the estimated useful lives of the assets, generally 3 to 20 years. 


Leasehold improvements are charged to operations as incurred. 


The Board enters into operating lease agreements to acquire the exclusive use of certain 
fixed assets. These rental fees are charged to operations in the year to which they apply. 
The Board also enters into capital lease agreements by which substantially all the benefits 
and risks incident to ownership of the assets are transferred to the Board. The Board then 
records an asset and an obligation corresponding to the fair value of the acquisition price 
of the asset (excluding any interest expenditure), The assets recorded from a capital lease 
agreement are amortized on the same basis as other assets owned by the Board and the 
obligations are amortized over the lease term. 


Employee termination benefits 


On termination of employment, employees of the Board are entitled to certain benefits 
provided for under their collective agreements and their conditions of employment. The 
cost of these benefits is expensed in the year in which they are earned. 


Pension plan 


All employees participate in the superannuation plan administered by the Government of 
Canada. The employees and the Board contribute equally to the cost of the plan. This 
contribution represents the total liability of the Board. Contributions in respect of current 
service and admissible past service are expensed during the year in which payments are 
made. The terms of payment for past service are set by the applicable purchase conditions 
in effect, generally over the number of years of service remaining prior to retirement. 


3. Advances to coproducers The Board advanced amounts to coproducers to temporarily finance a portion of their 
production costs and in order to avoid delaying production schedules. These advances are 
reimbursable without interest according to the degree of advancement of productions. 
Concurrently, the coproducers have assigned to the Board amounts owed or amounts that 
could be owed by Telefilm Canada. 


4. Inventories 1990 1989 
Productions in progress $ 1,020,729 $ 975,123 
Materials and supplies 1,380,929 1,417,453 
Film prints and other forms of 
visual presentation held for sale 592,234 324,109 
$ 2,993,892 $ 2,716,685 
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5. Fixed assets 


A L F I L M ° R 
Balance, Balance, 
beginning end of 
Cost of year — Acquisitions Disposals year 
Technical equipment — $ 20,930,275 $ 2,093,344 $ 259,022 $22,764,597 
Data processing 
equipment 3,864,063 607,937 58,036 4,413,964 
Office furniture 979,868 147,887 48,694 1,079,061 
Office equipment 564,797 45,323 5,130 604,990 
Rolling stock 101,768 3,056 10,756 94,068 
26,440,771 2,897,547 381,638 28,956,680 
Equipment under 
capital lease 
Data processing 
equipment 1,694,779 127,522 - 1,822,301 
Office equipment 12,522 1,126 - 13,648 
1,707,301 128,648 - 1,835,949 
$ 28,148,072 $ 3,026,195 $ 381,638 $30,792,629 
Balance, Balance, 
Accumulated beginning end of 
depreciation of year Depreciation Decrease year 
Technical equipment — $ 13,179,088 $ 1,687,480 $ 240,527 $ 14,626,041 
Data processing ; 
equipment 1,963,640 628,826 63,570 2,528,896 
Office furniture 373,294 64,605 26,643 411,256 
Office equipment 289,455 44,939 13,153 321,241 
Rolling stock 74,273 8,883 11,311 71,845 
15,879,750 2,434,733 355,204 17,959,279 
Equipment under 
capital lease 
Data processing 
equipment 30,422 195,002 225,424 
Office equipment 209 1,383 1,592 
30,631 196,385 227,016 
$ 15,910,381 $ 2,631,118 $ 355,204 $ 18,186,295 


6. Obligation under capital leases 


7. Accumulated net charge against 
the Revolving Fund’s authority 


The Board entered into agreements to rent data processing equipment and office 
equipment under capital leases. The assets were capitalized at $1,835,949 using implicit 
interest rates varying from 9.5% to 15%. The related obligations are liquidated over the 
5-year lease terms and are segregated between current and long-term portions on the 
balance sheet. Minimum lease payments for the year ended March 31, 1990 totalled 
$401,659, including interest of $21,396 charged to operations. 


Obligation under capital leases includes the following: 


Future lease payments 


199] $ 401,659 

1992 401,059 

1993 401,659 

1994 401,037 

1,606,014 

Less: interest 320,612 
1,285,402 

Current portion 278,830 
Long-term portion $ 1,006,572 


=a—ae0—oalele 


1990 1989 
Funded components of working capital $ 1,406,319 $ 1,964,157 
Net book value of fixed assets 12,606,334 12,237,091 
Obligation under capital leases (1,285,402 ) (1,537,017) 
Amount spent in excess of parliamentary 
appropriation for a prior year 266,438 


$ 12,727,251 $ 12,931,269 
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8. Accumulated deficit Comprised of the following unfunded cumulative expenses: 
1990 1989 
Accrued vacations $ 223,183 $ 292,273 
Employee termination benefits 
short-term 400,000 320,000 
long-term 6,645,167 6,453,061 
Amount spent in excess of parliamentary 
appropriation for a prior year - 206,438 
$ 7,268,350 $ 7,331,772 
9. Expenses 
1990 1989 
Salaries and benefits $ 41,442,765 $ 40,327,013 
Rentals 9,302,148 9,489,047 
Professional and special services 7,575,704 7,585,640 
Transportation and communications 5,801,557 5,810,279 
Cash financing in coproductions 4,918,315 3,791,875 
Materials and supplies 2,981,208 4,362,836 
Depreciation 2,631,118 2,423,054 
Contracted film production and 
laboratory processing 2,418,316 3,540,495 
Information 1,748,344 1,579,264 
Repair and upkeep 1,083,576 1,645,391 
Miscellaneous 885,039 -» 490,357 
$ 80,788,090 $ 81,045,851 
10. Contingent liability The Board is the defendant in certain pending claims and lawsuits for amounts totalling 


$1,958,130. It is the opinion of Management that these actions, if as and when resolved, 
will not result in any substantial liabilities to the Board. 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD OF CANADA 


HEAD OFFICE 
Ottawa, Ontario 


150 Kent Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

KIA 0M9 

Tel.: (613) 992-3615 
OPERATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Norman Mclaren Building 

3155 Cote de Liesse Road 

St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 

John Grierson Building 

125 Houde Street 


St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2)3 


Tel.: (514) 283-9000 


POSTAL ADDRESS 

P.O. Box 6100 

Station A 

Montreal, Quebec H3C 3H5 
DELIVERY ADDRESS 
Norman McLaren Building 
3155 Cote de Liesse Road 

St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 


DIALCOM 
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DISTRIBUTION IN CANADA 


ALBERTA 


Audiovisual Centre 

Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue, Suite 120 
Edmonton, Alberta T5] 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3010/3013 


Partner: 


Calgary Public Library 
616, McLeod Trail S.E 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 2M2 
Tel.: (403) 292-5338 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Audiovisual Centre 

1045 Howe Street, Suite 100 
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2B1 
Tel.: (604) 666-0716 


Partners: 


Prince George Public Library 
887 Dominion Street 

Prince George, B.C. V2L 5L1 
Tel.: (604) 563-9251 


Greater Victoria Public Library 
735 Broughton Street 

Victoria, British Columbia 
V8W 3H2 

(604) 382-7241 


MANITOBA 


Audiovisual Centre 

245 Main Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A7 
Tel.: (204) 983-4131 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


Audiovisual Centre 

Terminal Plaza Building 

1222 Main Street 

Moncton, New Brunswick E1C 1H6 
Tel.: (506) 851-6101 


Partner: 


Saint John Regional Library 

1, Market Place, 3rd floor 

Saint John, New Brunswick E2L 426 
Tel.: (506) 648-4996 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Audiovisual Centre 

Building 205, Pleasantville 

St. John’s, Newfoundland A1A 1S8 
Tel.: (709) 772-5005 


Partner: 


Corner Brook City Library 

Sir Richard Squires Building 

Corner Brook, Newfoundland A2H 68 
Tel.: (709) 634-0013 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Partner: 


Government of N.W.T. 
Department of Education 
School Program Branch 

P.O, Box 1320 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. X1A 2L9 
Tel.: (403) 873-7672 


OFFICES AND PARTNERS 


NOVA SCOTIA 


Audiovisual Centre 

1572 Barrington Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 1Z6 
Tel.: (902) 426-6001 


Partner: 


University College of Cape Breton 
Glace Bay/Sydney Highway 

P.O. Box 7770 

Sydney, Nova Scotia B1P 6K7 
Tel.: (902) 564-7770 


ONTARIO 


Audiovisual Centre 

150 Kent Street, Suite 642 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M9 
Tel.: (613) 996-4861 


Audiovisual Centre 
Mackenzie Building 

1 Lombard Street 

Toronto, Ontario M5C 1J6 
Tel.: (416) 973-9093/9110 


Partners: 


Dundas Public Library 

18 Ogilvie Street 

Dundas, Ontario L9H 282 
Tel.: (416) 627-3507 


Kitchener Public Library 

85 Queen Street North 
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 2H1 
Tel.: (519) 743-0271 


London Public Library 
305 Queen Avenue 
London, Ontario N6B 317 
Tel.: (519) 661-5100 


Centre des jeunes de Sudbury 
20 St. Anne Road 

Sudbury, Ontario P3C 5N4 
Tel.: (705) 675-6493 ext. 22 


Thunder Bay Public Library 
Brodie Resource Library 

216 Brodie Street 

Thunder Bay, Ontario P7E 1C2 
Tel.: (807) 623-0925 


Frontenac Counyu Public Library 
Kingston Township Branch 

130 Days Road 

Kingston, Ontario 

K7M 3P8 

(613) 389-2611 


North Bay Public Library 
271 Worthington Street East 
North Bay, Ontario 


P1B 1H1 
(705) 474-3332 


NATIONAL FILM BOARD OF CANADA 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Audiovisual Centre 

202 Richmond Street 
Charlottetown, P.E.I. C1A 1J2 
Tel.: (902) 368-4641 


QUEBEC 


Audiovisual Centre 

Complexe Guy-Favreau 

Suite 005 

200 René-Lévesque Blvd., West 
Montreal, Quebec H2Z 1X4 
Tel.: (514) 283-4823/4824/4861 


Audiovisual Centre 

350 St. Joseph Street East 
Quebec, Quebec G1K 3B2 
Tel.: (418) 648-3176/3852 


Partners: 


530 Jacques-Cartier Street East 
Chicoutimi, Québec G7H 1Z5 
Tel.: (418) 543-0711 


207 Cathedral Avenue 
Rimouski, Quebec GSL 5J1 
Tel.: (418) 722-3086 


CEGEP de |'Abitibi-Témiscamingue 
425 College Blvd., P.O. 1500 
Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec J9X SES 
Tel.: (819) 762-6051 


Bibliotheque municipale de Sherbrooke 
165 Bank Street 

Sherbrooke, Quebec J1H 1G8 

Tel.: (819) 822-6019 


Bibliotheque municipale de Trois-Riviéres 
1225 Place de l’'Hotel de Ville 
Trois-Riviéres, Quebec G9A 487 

Tel.: (819) 372-4630 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Audiovisual Centre 

424 - 21st Street East 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7K (C2 
Tel.: (306) 975-4245 


Partner: 


Regina Public Library 

2311, 12th Avenue 

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3Z5 
Tel.: (306) 777-6018 


YUKON 
Partner: 


Government of the Yukon 
Libraries and Archives 
Department of Education 
P.O. Box 2703 

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6 
Tel.: (403) 667-5240 


DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CANADA 


UNITED STATES 


16th Floor 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 
Tel.; (212) 586-5131 


EUROPE 

1 Grosvenor Square 
London, England W1X 0AB 
Tel.: 44-71-629-9492 

15, rue Berri 

75008 Paris 


France 
Tel.: 33.1.43.59.18.60 


PRODUCTION 
ENGLISH PRODUCTION CENTRES 


ATLANTIC 

1571 Argyle Street 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3] 2B2 
Tel.: (902) 426-6000 
ONTARIO 


90 Richmond Street East, 3rd Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5C 1P1 


. Tel.: (416) 973-0899 


PRAIRIE 


245 Main Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A7 
Tel.: (204) 983-3160 


2001 Cornwall Street, Suite 111 
Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 2K6 
Tel.; (306) 780-5011 


NORTH WEST 


Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue, Suite 120 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3013 


PACIFIC 
1045 Howe Street, Suite 300 


Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2B1 
Tel.: (604) 666-3838 


OFFICES AND PARTNERS 


FRENCH PRODUCTION CENTRES 
ACADIA 


Terminal Plaza Building 

1222 Main Street 

Moncton, New Brunswick E1C 1H6 
Tel.: (506) 851-6104 


ONTARIO 

90 Richmond Street East 
Toronto, Ontario MSC 1P1 
Tel.: (416) 973-2225 

WEST 

245 Main Street 


Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A7 
Tel.: (204) 983-3194 
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Government Film Commissioner Commissaire du gouvernement a la cinematographie 


Ottawa, 1991 


The Honourable Perrin Beatty 
Minister of Communications 


Ottawa, Ontario 


Minister, 
I have the honour of submitting to you, in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 (1) of 
the National Film Act, 1950, the fifty-second Annual Report of the National Film Board for 


the fiscal year ending March 31, 1991. 


The report also provides highlights of major events during this fiscal period. 


Respectfully, 


Joan Pennefather 
Government Film Commissioner and 
Chairperson of the National Film Board of Canada 
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M°Carthy, Tétrault New Brunswick 


Québec, Québec 


Helga Stephenson Robert Giroux Francis E. Smith 
Executive Director President President 
Cinematheque Ontario Public Service Commission F&F Printers Inc. 
and Festival of Festivals of Canada Lethbridge, Alberta 


Toronto, Ontario 


Jean-Claude Lebel Virginia Greene Donald W. Campbell 


Deputy Minister President Deputy Minister 
Federal Office of Regional Go Direct Marketing International Trade 
Development, Québec Vancouver, British Columbia Associate Under-Secretary of 


State for External Affairs 


The Board of Trustees of the National Film Board of Canada consists of nine members. Four of them, including the 
Government Film Commissioner (who is also Chairperson of the Board), are from the public service, and five are 


prominent citizens representing the major geographic regions of the country. 


Joan Pennefather 
Chairperson and 
Government Film 
Commissioner 


Barbara Emo 
Director General, 
English Program 


Robert Forget 
Director General, 
French Program 


Jean-Claude Mahé 
Secretary to the Board 

of Trustees and 

Director of Communications 


Gilles Roy 

Director General, 
Administration, Finance 
and Personnel 


Michelle d’Auray 
Director, 
Corporate Affairs 


Marcel Carriére 
Director General, 
Services and Training 


Suzanne Chevigny 
Director, 
Employment Equity 


Claude Parent 
Director, 
Planning and Program 


Evaluation 


Mireille Kermoyan 
Director, 
International Development 
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Ghislain Arsenault 
Internal Auditor 


(not in photograph) 


It has been a proud year for the National Film Board of Canada. In 1990-91, important 
and enduring films — on race relations, the environment, and other issues of concern — 
were seen by several million Canadians and people around the world. Among the 
acclaimed productions are: The Company of Strangers, Cynthia Scott’s delicate and 
delightful feature tribute to the value of sharing and friendship — both a cultural and 
commercial success, winning prizes and the hearts of audiences world-wide; Moira 
Simpson's Growing Up series and Sylvie Groulx’s Grandir French adaptation which 
provide children and parents with a straightforward and well-researched approach to sex 
education; and Au Chie Resto Pop, Tahani Rached’s skilled and lively documentary 
which celebrates the strength and caring of a group of Montrealers in the face of poverty. 
These films and others — such as Black Mother Black Daughter directed by Sylvia 
Hamilton and Claire Prieto, Caroline Leaf’s Entre deux sceurs (Two Sisters) and Diane 
Beaudry’s La Double Histoire d’Odile — break new artistic ground, and confirm the 


extraordinary talents of Canadian women filmmakers. 


These productions join an impressive list of films from the NFB which enlighten, entertain 


and empower; documenting our history and fostering dialogue and understanding. 


The NFB offers renewal and change through the intense and vibrant medium of film. A 
glance through the new publication NFB Preview, launched in 1990-91 to announce current 
productions, shows the variety and pertinence of the Film Board’s work. We are particularly 
proud of the renewed focus on the NFB’s documentary tradition. Films released and begun 
in 1990-91 are works of quality and integrity, which forcefully demonstrate why the NFB is 


one of Canada’s best- known and most honoured cultural institutions. 


The Canadian public and international audiences have responded enthusiastically to the 
National Film Board’s double animation anniversary this year. A large part of the Film 
Board’s national and international reputation rests on the work of the skilled and talented 
women and men working in the studios founded by Norman McLaren and René Jodoin, and 
in the NFB’s studios across Canada. Today, animation artists continue to light our screens, 


in a variety of imaginative ways. 


Canadian children and youth are among the National Film Board’s most important 


audiences and we are addressing their needs with more films and new approaches for 


audiovisual programming in the classroom. Our intention is to produce more films for 
children to watch at home, on videocassette and through the various television services. The 
NFB’s films for children offer innovative presentations of information, as well as alternative 
points of view on the everyday matters facing our children and youth — encouraging the 


development of independent thinking based on human values and respect. 


Indeed, if the core of the NFB is its films, then the heart of the NFB is its audiences, of all 
ages. Canadians can see NFB films on videocassettes available in public and school 
libraries or from the Film Board’s own offices. Public screenings continue to attract a loyal 
following in Canadian communities; large audiences saw The Company of Strangers 
in commercial theatres. And television, in all its forms, provides the NFB with its largest 
audiences both in and outside Canada: 440 million in 1990-91. We actively seek new 
electronic distribution options which will give Canadians even greater access to our films 
and to information about the National Film Board. As television services and channels 
proliferate, Canadian programming will be challenged to keep its place and audiences. 
There is no doubt that the NFB is a recognizable Canadian presence — and its films are 


well suited to the new world of specialized programming and selective viewing. 


In this regard, the NFB has announced the creation of its International Consultation Centre. 
This pilot project will see the Montreal distribution office (now housed at the Guy-Favreau 
Complex) redesigned to provide access to the NFB’s entire collection of some 8,000 films, 
all of which will be on videodisc. Scheduled to open in 1992, the Centre will also allow 
Canadians across the country to obtain a video copy of any film the NFB has ever made. 
We are convinced that Canadians should have ready access to their audiovisual heritage, 
to the vast array of Canadian historical images, collected and created by the NFB for over 


52 years. 


Innovation and experimentation have always been the hallmarks of Canada’s National Film 
Board. We are proud to be producing the official film for Canada’s Pavilion at the 1992 
World Exposition in Seville, Spain. Our filmmakers are again on the leading edge of large- 
screen technology, developing and testing a new, untried IMAX™ format — 48 frames per 
second — as they skillfully portray the strikingly beautiful and varied Canadian landscape 


on the huge IMAX screen. 


l 


The NFB plays an essential role in developing new filmmaking talent in Canada. This year, 
the Film Board welcomed six filmmakers to the French Program, to work with their more 
experienced colleagues on new films and techniques. We launched the Aboriginal Film 
Studio (Studio |), based in the NFB’s North West Studio in Edmonton, which is dedicated to 
the production of films by Native filmmakers. “New Initiatives in Film” (NIF), which provides 
filmmaking opportunities for Women of Colour and Women of the First Nations, is an 
innovative and exciting venture developed by Studio D of the English Program. The NFB is 
strongly committed to these programs, which are integral to its role as a public producer 


and reflect its Employment Equity policies and procedures. 


These 1990-91 highlights are only a small part of the NFB’s successful accomplishments 
presented in this Annual Report. Despite the difficulties caused by fiscal restraint, the films 
are dynamic, and audience response is gratifying. On behalf of the Board of Trustees, thank 
you and congratulations to the many filmmakers and craftspersons whose visions and 
unfailing efforts have resulted in the fine collection of Canadian films produced and 
coproduced by the NFB in 1990-91. It is their cumulative artistry and creativity which form 
an audiovisual heritage unparalleled in richness, scope and variety. Our gratitude as well 
goes to the Canadian public, our audience. Their support assures that the NFB’s mandate 
“to produce and distribute...films which interpret Canada to Canadians and the world” is as 
timely today as it was in 1939. At this important juncture in our country’s history — and in 
face of the global questions affecting us all — the National Film Board of Canada is a 
major resource. We insist that art and creativity find their place in debate and change. In so 
doing, it is our responsibility to play a leadership role, to be innovative, and to explore 
difficult questions. Our success is cumulative; the return is not assessed only in numbers, but 
rather by contributing to the development of a more tolerant, informed and understanding 


Canada. 


Government Film Commissioner 


and Chairperson of the National Film Board of Canada 


| Raga 


Joan Pennefather 
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The National Film Board of Canada produces films 
and videos in English and in French through two 
program branches, with its own staff filmmakers 
and with independents across the country. The NFB 
production facilities are located in Vancouver, 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, Moncton 
and Halifax. There are film and video libraries in 
each of these locations as well as in St. John’s, 
Quebec City, Ottawa and Saskatoon. In addition, 
twenty-one partner public libraries provide access 
to NFB films and videos, thus extending the NFB’s 
physical presence to each province and territory. 
Four “800” telephone lines complete the public film 
and video lending and sales system. 


Internationally, the NFB has offices in London, Paris 


and New York. 


The NFB is an integrated production and distribution 
house, with its laboratories, post-production, and 
research and development facilities situated in 
Montreal. Montreal is also home to the 
Communications, Employment Equity, Human 
Resources and Administration services. While 
Montreal is the Board’s operational headquarters, 
Ottawa remains the legal head office where its 


corporate affairs services are situated 


ENGLISH 
PROGRAM 


BRANCH 


The Branch established a number of priorities for this year, affecting both its marketing 
and production activities for the next few years, and reflecting a concern for all those who play a part in this 
continuum. 

Director General Barbara Emo indicated that “during the year the Branch focused on 
programming themes dealing primarily with environmental issues, race relations, media literacy and native 
concerns.” An expanded program of films for children was also initiated. 

“We have placed a particular emphasis on increasing opportunities for women 
filmmakers representing visible and ethnic minorities. And to ensure that the NFB maintains its leadership role in 
the art of documentary filmmaking, the Branch’s executive producers, producers and filmmakers have made a 
renewed commitment to this vitally important film genre.” 

For the English Program Branch, the year was marked by the extraordinary 
contributions and commitments of both filmmakers and film users — and by those whose lives inspire, and are 


documented in, our films. 
STRANGERS & PRINCES, PARENTS & CHILDREN 


Seven elderly women fending for themselves in a hostile — and magical — 
wilderness. Three teenage mothers forced to move from childhood to maturity in the space of nine months. A 
community of Innu fighting to stop 21st-century military technology from despoiling their ages-old environment. 
A small group of young cancer patients learning to lean on each other in what may be the last summer of their 
lives. 

Real or fictional, the people in these productions are often marginalized by society, 
their stories usually drowned out in the noise of everyday life, their triumphs and tribulations usually seen only out 
of the corners of our eyes. NFB filmmakers reveal hidden truths and buried hopes. 

The line between drama and documentary was crossed, re-crossed and finally 


rendered invisible in Cynthia Scott's debut feature The Company of Strangers. Defying the odds, the seven 
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unknown, unheralded and remarkable women who light up the screen in this universally acclaimed film tell their 
own stories, and by doing so irrevocably capture our attention and emotions. 

Brian Johnson of Maclean’s called it “a funny, poignant and gently uplifting excursion 
into the emotional wilderness of old age.” Paul McKie of the Winnipeg Free Press wrote “after watching these 
women and hearing of the trials they've overcome and the accomplishments they've achieved, you'll feel 
revitalized too. You couldn't find better company.” 

Defying the odds, Scott's film broke most of the rules and created a few new ones 
about what moviegoers in Canada and around the world want to see. From a standing ovation at the prestigious 
Venice International Film Festival to a Toronto cinema where it attracted audiences for five months, The 
Company of Strangers this year began an international journey that continues. 

Giles Walker's recent feature Princes in Exile surprised many with its fresh and 
honest approach to the subject of children coping with cancer, and drew praise from all quarters when it was 
broadcast nationally on CBC. “A sad, glad, exhilarating and ultimately unforgettable work” wrote Janice 
Kennedy of the Montreal Gazette. “Improbable as it sounds, Princes in Exile not only has the power to lift your 
mood but change the way you look at things” according to Bill Anderson of Canadian Press. “This little 
movie...touches the heart and mind in a wonderfully right and human way.” 

Called “gripping and sometimes moving” by the Toronto Star, and chosen Best 
Documentary and Best Film under 60 minutes at the 1990 Atlantic Film Festival, Hunters and Bombers 
introduces viewers to a people whose heroic history is encoded in the land around them. Directors Hugh Brody 
and Nigel Markham document the civil disobedience campaign that has brought world attention to a forgotten 
corner of the Quebec-Labrador peninsula — and to the Innu, who fear that low-flying jets may 


irrevocably alter their environment and their culture. 


Directed by Lyn Wright, Playing for Keeps, a one- 
hour documentary on the plight of several teenage mothers, was broadcast 
nationally on CBC in October. Praised by critics — the Montreal 
Gazette said it “should be required viewing for adolescents” — the film = \— 
drew a total audience of over 800,000 viewers. The film was also the 


year’s best-selling NFB production on video. The third production in the 


Feminization of Poverty series produced by the Ontario Centre, é 
ew 
Playing for Keeps moved journalist Michele Landsberg to remark “a film this si 
: 2 “SX s 
unguarded is rare and valuable. a 4 
Sandra is an education administrator and mother who has Bie oe. 
worked with the women of her community for the last 15 years — poor women, native 


women, single mothers and immigrant women. Filmmaker Bonnie Dickie first approached Sandra with the idea 
for a film about Sandra’s community and work, but the film — Sandra’s Garden — ultimately came to focus on 
Sandra and how she is slowly healing from a past of incest. Its story is of one woman who found the courage to 
speak the truth, and in so doing began a struggle to overcome the fear, guilt and denial that had shaped her life. 
Male violence against women is also the subject of director Robert Fortier’s The 
Ticket Back, a provocative and realistic drama about how difficult it can be for a woman to free herself from 


an abusive husband, even after divorce. 
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Five of the world’s leading whale researchers undertake a scientific expedition around 
Vancouver Island in the documentary Island of Whales, produced by Island of Whales Productions Ltd. with 
the NFB Pacific Centre and other Canadian partners. What emerges is a picture of whales as creatures more 
sophisticated and complex than ever before imagined. Island of Whales was selected for broadcast in the 
United States by the prestigious PBS series “Nova.” 

Produced by Investigative Productions with the participation of the NFB Ontario 
Centre and many others, director Barry Greenwald’s Between Two Worlds is an award-winning exploration 
of the life and times of Inuit legend Joseph Idlout, whose tragic life symbolized Canada’s colonization of the 
Arctic and the radical changes it wreaked on Inuit society. 

Education Forum, a magazine for secondary school professionals, had praise for Elise 
Swerhone’s Kamik: “Considering both its relatively arcane subject matter (kamik is Inuit for the art of boot- 
making) and its brevity, this film is a testimony to the glorious ability of the NFB to bring to the screen aspects of 
Inuit life which would otherwise go unrecorded or be of interest only to anthropologists...the film is made with 
love and certain insight.” 

Creativity infuses the work of NFB filmmakers, and also serves to inspire them. 
Filmmaker Joyce Borenstein’s father Sam established his own unique style of painting. “I always considered him 
a kind of magician, who could transform an ordinary country village into a painting ablaze with colour.” Her 
documentary The Colours of My Father, produced by Imageries in coproduction with Studio B, skillfully 

brings his work to life. 


In 1989, one of Canada’s premier Black jazz musicians brought his music to Africa, 


the source of its inspiration. In Martin Duckworth’s Oliver Jones in Africa, Jones tours 
Nigeria, and is feted by dignitaries and chiefs, musicians and 
children as he (according to one village chief) learns and 
listens and carries “an overdose of music and culture back to 
Canada.” 

Alone among Canadian artists, Patricia Kathleen Page has 
won international recognition as both a poet and a painter. 
Donald Winkler’s profile Still Waters: The Poetry of P.K. 
Page captures the duality of her vision. In Fragments of a Conversation 
on Language, director Nora Alleyn invites the viewer to join a group of 
feminist writers from Quebec and English Canada as they discuss the inherent 


sexism of language. In considering the innate absence of female reality and 
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experience in both the English and French languages, writer Daphne Marlatt asks “how do you change the 


thinking except through the language?” 
THE FILMMAKERS 


Critical to the creative health of an organization like the NFB is the balance between 
generations of filmmaking talent. The English Program Branch celebrated its past this year, saw its veterans 
reach new levels of innovation, and welcomed accomplished young filmmakers to its staff and its coproduction 
and training programs. As well, through the Independent Coproduction Program and the Program to Assist Films 
in the Private Sector, the Branch forged new relationships with the country’s accomplished independent 
filmmakers, and offered assistance to a new generation of filmmaking talent. 

The year was not without its profound losses. John Spotton, an editor, 
cinematographer, director, producer and executive producer of more than 40 years standing, died accidentally 
in early March. John Spotton worked on virtually every kind of film — from newsreels to IMAX™ productions to 
video laserdiscs — and inspired a generation of filmmakers with his commitment to documentary filmmaking. 
During his career, he worked with such film greats as Buster Keaton and Donald Brittain, and filmed many public 
figures, including press baron Lord Thomson and labour leader Bob White. 

Joan Henson, who died of cancer in May at her home in Montreal, had worked with 
the NFB since 1964. During her career at the Board, she had been an accomplished editor, director and writer 
of films whose subjects ranged from arts, crafts and theatre to politics and social issues. At the time of her death, 
Henson was working on Chandler’s Mill, a short drama exposing the inhuman working conditions in a New 
Brunswick factory in 1889. It will be the fourth in a series that retells Canadian history through the eyes of young 
people. 

The legacies of Norman McLaren and Donald Brittain were celebrated in two 
productions. Brittain on Brittain, a 13-part series assembled by the NFB North West Centre and Alberta's 
Access Network, brings together a comprehensive collection of works by the master documentarian (including 
The Dionne Quintuplets, Memorandum, and the Oscar-nominated Volcano: An Inquiry into the 
Life and Death of Malcolm Lowry), along with revealing interviews with Brittain, in which he recounts his 
experiences and shares his insights. British Columbia’s Knowledge Network and TVOntario also planned 
broadcasts of the series. 

Directed by Donald McWilliams, a longtime associate of McLaren's, Creative 
Process: Norman McLaren combines rare film sequences from experimental and uncompleted films found in 
Mclaren’s private film vaults, scenes from such award-winning films as Neighbours and Pas de deux, and 
interviews. Its national CBC telecast early in 1991, the 50th anniversary of McLaren's founding of Studio A, 
elicited praise for both McLaren’s vision and McWilliams’ direction. John Doyle of the Globe and Mail's 
Broadcast Week magazine wrote that “the heart of the program is in the man’s acclaimed and extraordinary 
film work. This program should be required viewing for anyone foolish enough to believe the short history of 
Canadian culture is marked by dullness of imagination. Here is inventiveness and originality that astounds and 
delights the viewer.” The film, which received special presentations at the Ottawa International Animation Festival 


and the London Film Festival, was acquired by Britain’s Channel 4 for its animation series “Legends.” 
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Barrie Mclean, a creative contributor to the NFB in the 1950s, returned to head up 
Studio A after 29 years experience as an independent filmmaker and educator in Canada and the United States. 
His appointment came just prior to the studio’s 50th anniversary at a time when it was experiencing one of the 
most prolific periods in its distinguished history. Among the year’s releases was Strings/Cordes, Wendy 
Tilby’s innovative paint-on-glass film that frames an anonymous urban apartment building and exposes the 
intricate world within. 

Mclean and the filmmakers of the studio have endorsed an overall program direction 
for future films based on environmental concerns. Gayle Thomas’ recent film The Phoenix, an interpretation of 
Sylvia Townsend Warner's cautionary tale about greed, embraces the environmental theme of abuse of the 
world’s animal life. 

Independent filmmaker Dennis Murphy joined the Branch in August 1990 as 

Executive Producer of Studio C, the primary headquarters documentary 


unit. This April, in an arrangement designed to make better use of 


technical, financial and creative resources, and to encourage greater 

exchange of ideas between the NFB’s Montreal and Toronto 

operations, Murphy also took on the responsibility for the Ontario 
Centre. 

As Studio G undergoes a transition from a centre of 
filmstrip and slide production to a “laboratory” of new 
audiovisual techniques, it is also renewing its creative core. 

Patricia Lavoie, appointed Producer for the studio’s 

Children’s and Family Program, brings to the Board extensive 

production and administrative experience as a writer, director and 

producer. Over her 17-year association with Sesame Street and the 

Children’s Television Workshop, Lavoie participated in the creation of more than one hundred films and 
animation sequences. 

Forty-six years after joining the NFB, Colin Low, as the Calgary Herald put it, “isn’t 
slowing down.” Director of such NFB classics as Universe/Notre Univers, City of Gold/Capitale de l’or 
and Circle of the Sun, and the 3-D IMAX™ spectacular Transitions produced for Expo ‘86, Low has been 
involved in the production of dozens of award-winning films during his distinguished career. Honoured yet again 
this year — at Calgary’s Canadian Film Celebration in March — Low had litle time for looking back, as he 


broke new ground with colleague Tony lanzelo, supervising the production of Canada’s official film for Expo 
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‘92, the World Exposition to be held in Seville, Spain. The film will open viewers’ eyes to the spectacle of 
Canada’s natural environment and human achievement — and to the possibilities of filmmaking. 

Now being shot across Canada, and using extraordinary new 48-frames-per-second 
IMAX™ technology, the film will be a 15-minute portrait of Canada, celebrating its people and landscape in a 
fast-paced, coastto-coast tour encompassing the natural environment and human achievement in architecture, 
science and technology. 

Ginny Stikeman, who joined the National Film Board in 1968 as a researcher/writer 
for the Challenge for Change program, was appointed Executive Producer of Studio D in April 1990. Stikeman 
sees her agenda as one that will continue the initiatives of the studio’s founding Executive Producer Kathleen 
Shannon, and those of her predecessor, Rina Fraticelli. Says Stikeman “There are still many themes and issues to 
address from the diverse experiences within a feminist perspective. With increased resources over the past few 
years, the studio is attempting to widen the spectrum of its work to include a balance of regional and cultural 
diversities.” 

Among the studio’s projects this year was After the Montreal Massacre, a 
coproduction with CBC “Man Alive”, which examined the issue of male violence against women, one year after 
the massacre of 14 women at Montreal’s Ecole Polytechnique. The studio reached out to developing filmmakers 
across Canada through the New Initiatives in Film program, designed to promote, through a variety of 
professional development activities, the presence and participation of women of the First Nations and women of 
colour in film production. 

Studio D is a pivotal participant in the Federal Women’s Film Program, a consortium 
of 14 federal government departments and agencies. Recent documentaries produced through the program 
include No Time To Stop/Pas le temps d’arréter, on immigrant working women, and The Power of 
Time/Les Pouvoirs de I’Gge, which chronicles the lives and struggles of elderly women. 

At a time when many Canadians are seeking a clearer understanding of the 
aspirations of Canada’s aboriginal peoples, the NFB, working in close collaboration with native filmmakers, 
began the creation of a national Aboriginal Studio. 

The studio, to be developed over a three-year period, will provide Canada’s 
aboriginal peoples with a greater opportunity to tell their stories and document their own lives on film. It will be 
headed by an aboriginal producer and operated from the Edmonton-based NFB North West Centre, itself a 
producer of award-winning films on aboriginal issues, and will provide development, training and production 
opportunities for aboriginal filmmakers. 

Wil Campbell, a veteran Prairie-based native producer who has been closely involved 
in the development of the studio, added “the native community is a unique audience as it is often beyond the 
reach of conventional media, so we'll work hard to develop new kinds of distribution opportunities to ensure that 
native programming reaches native communities, and in turn ensure feedback from those centres to our 
programming process.” 

Filmmaker Larry Bauman’s short fiction film The Great Electrical Revolution 
resulted from a unique collaboration between the province of Saskatchewan, the NFB and independent 
Saskatchewan producers. The Saskatchewan Film Development Project integrated a comprehensive professional 


development program with the coproduction of half-hour television dramas. 
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SEEN AND HEARD 


“For a public cultural institution like the National Film Board, reaching the audience is 
only half of the process.” Addressing delegates to York University’s Fourth Annual Wendy Michener Symposium 
in November, Barbara Emo, Director General of the English Program Branch, illustrated the NFB’s traditions in 
what the symposium defined as the “meeting ground between cultural institutions and their publics.” The other 
half of that process of “delivering” cultural products, is, for the Film Board, “the interaction between the audience 
and the filmmaker communicating with each other about the filmmaker’s work.” As in other years, the NFB’s 
“meeting ground” was a complex, stimulating and electric environment, encompassing film screenings, telecasts, 
video sales and rentals, workshops, and discussion groups. It would be true to say that just as the NFB reached 
millions, tens of thousands reached back with applause, concerns, and new ideas. 

The path to and from the “meeting ground” is perhaps nowhere more well-worn than 
in the nation’s classrooms and on its educational television networks. Through the Rapid Access Video Project, a 
cooperative venture of Sask Tel, the NFB and schools in Regina, teachers can access a central library of video 
titles. Using a telephone and a simple touch-tone code, the teacher can order a video which is then transmitted 
via fibre optics to a television in the classroom. 

In British Columbia, for the past five years more than 50 teachers have served as NFB 
Education Associates, sharing their knowledge of what works and doesn’t work in the classroom. The educators 
were consulted at the early stages on such Pacific Centre productions as Baby Blues, Annie O’Donoghue’s 
thoughtprovoking drama about the consequences of an unplanned teenage pregnancy, and From Flores, 
Stephen McCallum’s evocative animated tale of a tragedy at sea. Their contributions to the creative process at 
the Board are also on view in Blinkety Blank, an internationally-circulated newsletter that celebrates the art of 
filmmaking as it inspires the creative use of film and video in the learning process — every school in Canada 
receives a copy. 

Putting technology at the service of enlightenment, the Branch continued its 
development of laserdisc technology. The award-winning Studio G 1989 series Perspectives In Science 
found new audiences — and acclaim — in Canada and the U.S. following its transfer to videodisc. Illustrating 
environmental principles as they relate to toxic waste, water and biotechnology, this classroom favourite will be 
followed by Volume II, focusing on forestry, soil and air. 

Interactivity has become a hallmark of Studio G productions. Enquéte de famille, 
an original French-language video produced in collaboration with the National Archives, invites students in 


grades 3 to 7 to “prove that they exist” — in the genealogical sense. Like all NFB educational productions, 
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Enquéte de famille is accompanied by cogent support materials which 


enhance the audiovisual experience. 


The power of film to inspire young ee 


viewers to look inside themselves and to explore the world around ie 


them is immediately evident in two of the year’s Pacific Centre 
releases. Six years after Moira Simpson's 
ground-breaking series on the prevention 
of sexual abuse of children, Feeling 
Yes, Feeling No, Simpson directed Growing Up, a series designed 
to guide children aged nine to twelve through an array of sensitive topics 
ranging from reproduction to peer pressure. A frequent comment heard 
during an audience phone-in after the prime-time premiere of Growing Up 
on B.C.’s Knowledge Network: “I wish.| had been able to see this when | was a 
child.” 

Bill Maylone’s Look Again/Mieux voir also met with immediate approval from 
educators. This six-part series was designed to stimulate children’s curiosity in their natural surroundings. 

At every one of Canada’s many festivals of film, amidst films and filmmakers from 
across the globe, the NFB often rose to prominence, garnering awards and reaching new audiences. 

From one of the world’s longest-running festivals — Yorkton, Saskatchewan where 
Barbara Evans’ documentary on the contributions of farm women, In Her Chosen Field, was one of three 
Board prize-winners — to one of the newest, Sudbury’s Cinefest, where audiences applauded John Weldon’s 
animated philosophy lesson To Be, NFB films lit up the screen. Indeed at many of the country’s largest film 
events, including Toronto’s Festival of Festivals, where more than half of the Canadian films selected were 
produced or coproduced by the NFB, the Board was the single most prolific producer represented. At the annual 
Genie awards, for example, the NFB shared 44 nominations with some of the country’s independent filmmakers 
and production companies. 

Gil Cardinal and Wil Campbell’s The Spirit Within, a powerful study of native 
spirituality programs in prison, was a crowd-pleaser at both the Toronto and Vancouver festivals. Halifax's 
Atlantic Film Festival each fall celebrates the best of Atlantic Canada’s filmmaking, and the NFB confirmed its 
place in this creative community, picking up 16 festival awards, with Hunters and Bombers garnering three, 
including Best Film in the Festival under 60 minutes. 

Ottawa's bi-annual animation festival is one of the most important events of its kind in 
the world, and the Board was a prominent participant. During a special NFB Day at the festival, Donald 
McWilliams’ documentary Creative Process: Norman McLaren received its world premiere. 

But Canadians didn’t have to wait for a festival to see the work of NFB filmmakers on 
the big screen. A tradition of bringing films to communities across Canada, with roots in the itinerant 
projectionists’ program of the 1940s, continues, now in cultural and community centres, museums, women’s 
resource centres, galleries, repertory cinemas — wherever people gather to be enlightened, challenged and 


entertained by film. 
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Thousands filled halls from Baker Lake, N.W.T. to Montreal to see and discuss 
Magnus Isacsson’s Uranium, which was released simultaneously in English, French and Inuktitut. “It’s 
impossible to watch Uranium, a powerful documentary from the National Film Board without getting angry,” 
said the Edmonton Journal. The Saskatoon Star-Phoenix credited the film with sparking debate “which is healthy 
for both sides.” 

Donna Read's perceptive The Burning Times, a film which traces the causes and 
meaning of the persecution of witches from the 13th to 17th centuries, struck a chord with audiences across the 
country (many of whom knew and applauded Read’s previous Studio D film Goddess Remembered). |n 
Vancouver the film was screened twice to capacity audiences, while more than 300 had to be turned away. 

The NFB’s Prairie Centre was especially animated in May as it opened its doors to the 
community for a two-day celebration of animation filmmaking. The films of such popular filmmakers as Cordell 
Barker, Brad Caslor and Richard Condie — who completed work on his much-anticipated short The 
Apprentice — were applauded. 

In-Sight, Edmonton's popular festival of women’s filmmaking, took its treasures to the 
Alberta communities of Fort McMurray, St. Paul, Red Deer, Lethbridge and Calgary. Co-sponsored by the NFB, 
the tour provided a unique opportunity for work by women filmmakers to be seen in rural communities. Among 
the films screened was Claire Nadon’s Toying With Their Future, an indictment of the multi-million-dollar toy 
marketing industry, and its effect on children’s images of themselves and their place in society. 

Sub-zero temperatures did not deter the 800 Montrealers who lined up to see Five 
Feminist Minutes at a January screening to benefit the city’s Sexual Assault 

Centre. The 16-film compilation of short films, sponsored through a 
national competition by Studio D, gave women who had little or no 
access to the media an opportunity to demonstrate their cinematic abilities 
and, in the process, eloquently expose problems faced by women 
everywhere. 
- - December saw the long-anticipated move of the NFB Ontario Centre to 
downtown Toronto’s John Street, near such local landmarks as the Art 
Gallery of Ontario, the Skydome, Much Music, City TV and the future 
headquarters of the CBC. The new quarters feature a public repertory cinema 


devoted to Canadian film and video, a women’s film resource centre, a 24- 


hour “Videoteller” dispensing NFB titles for rent, and enhanced post- 


x production facilities for English and French independent filmmakers. 
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Ottawa was the site for a successful launch of a three-part documentary series 
African Market Women, directed by Barbara Doran and produced by Morag Productions in coproduction 
with Studio D and the Canadian International Development Agency. The films document the lives of women in 
Kenya and Tanzania who are struggling to break through traditional cultural and financial barriers by 
establishing small businesses. 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, March 21, was marked 
for the first time by the NFB with a series of screenings of films on cultural and racial diversity. Premiere 
presentations of Kent Martin's Meeting Place, a series of revealing portraits of some of the thousands of people 
who immigrate to Toronto each year, were organized in St. John’s, Halifax, Montreal and Edmonton, as well as 
Winnipeg where a full house also participated in a post-screening discussion featuring police, education, human 
rights and community representatives. 

Kraft General Foods placed NFB videos for kids front and centre in a campaign 
promoting their new line of “Smart Lunch” foods. Using the slogan “Education With Vision” on colourful posters 
displayed in dozens of supermarkets, Kraft offered NFB videos, including the compilation The Wonders of 
Earth and Space, in a national contest. 

Studio D launched a project designed to prepare versions of its productions in 
languages other than English and French. Women from the Chinese Family Social Services in Montreal were 
consulted about their film requirements, while Inuit women from Northern Quebec requested Beverley Shaffer's 
To a Safer Place in Inuktitut. 

A number of special publications helped to spread the word about NFB gems, both 
new and old. Human Health and the Environment is a comprehensive audiovisual catalogue offering details on 
hundreds of films, videos, filmstrips and slide/audiotape presentations from six continents. Including 
productions on such subjects as radiation, pesticides and chemical pollution, the catalogue was produced by 
the NFB for the Environmental Health Directorate, Health Protection Branch, of the Department of National 
Health and Welfare. 

Public demand prompted a revision and reprinting of Our Home and Native Land, a 
film and video resource guide for aboriginal Canadians. Productions listed in the catalogue probe such issues as 
aboriginal rights, land claims and sovereignty, and native community life. 

One hundred thousand Canadians received the first edition of Zoom In, a newsletter 
illustrating the extensive range of recent NFB productions, now more accessible than ever because of a reduction 
in video purchase prices in response to market trends. The NFB Environmentalist reached tens of thousands of 
public library patrons, university and secondary school educators and others interested in the Board’s growing 
collection of “green videos.” 

From CBC to PBS — from Vision TV to TVOntario — from Channel 4 to R.A.I. — from 
HBO to MTV — from Radio-Québec to Canal Plus— from Knowledge Network to Access Alberta — from 
Newsworld to CTV, NFB documentaries, animated films and features are regular fare on virtually all major 
international and domestic television and cable networks. NFB films are seen more on television than through 
any other distribution medium and its productions offer viewers in-depth analysis and creative vision. 

The NFB shared a prime time spot with other major players in Canadian broadcasting 


at the Academy of Canadian Cinema and Television's Gemini Awards. The awards, telecast on December 4, 
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celebrate excellence in the production of TV programs in English Canada. The Board produced or participated 
in the production of 14 films nominated for Geminis in ten nomination categories, ranging from Best 
Documentary Series to Best Direction in a Dramatic Program or Mini-Series. 

"The Cutting Edge,” Vision TV’s weekly showcase of NFB documentaries, remained 
one of this innovative broadcaster's most popular series. Almost 200 NFB titles formed part of the programming 
plans for Access, Alberta’s educational television network. Viewers of British Columbia’s Knowledge Network 
could choose from among more than 1,000 telecasts of NFB productions — more than a third of which were 
scheduled in prime time. National CBC telecasts of three films from the Atlantic Centre — the short coproduction 
dramas Peggy and In Service and the documentary “We’re the Boss!,” a success story about community- 
based enterprises in the Evangeline region of Prince Edward Island, were among the thousands of NFB programs 
available to TV viewers throughout the year. 

The familiar green NFB logo found its way on to the screens — large and small — of 
dozens of countries in 1990-1991. During the year, educators, distributors and broadcasters in more than 40 
countries either acquired Board titles for the first time or added to their existing collections of NFB animation, 
documentary and feature films. Sales and royalties accounted for $2.61 million, a significant rise over the 


previous year’s total. 


Leading the list of films in demand internationally were the Company of Strangers 
and Princes in Exile, but older productions continued to draw strong interest. 

Spanish National Television purchased rights for the entire collection of Norman 
MclLaren’s animated gems, while Nigel Markham’s Pelts: Politics of the Fur Trade sold 
to broadcasters in Japan, Korea and Taiwan. Yugoslav and Israeli television bought 
selections of award-winning animated titles, as did Premiere Channel, a new television 

service in Germany. France's innovative Minitel system acquired 20 NFB home video titles. 

French film enthusiasts were also exposed to the spectacular IMAX™ presentation The 
First Emperor of China at La Géode, while Film Board veteran Bernard Gosselin toured 
17 French cities with his popular productions Dire de Compagons and En r’montant 

l’escalier which celebrates traditional craftsmanship. More than 1,000 video copies of Gosselin’s films 

were sold during and after the tour. 
The United States continued to be a successful market for the Board. Films on native 
issues, such as Gil Cardinal’s Foster Child and the popular dramatic series Daughters of the Country, 
were chosen by public broadcasters from Puerto Rico to New Hampshire. Smarty Pants, an energetic American 


distributor of children’s videos achieved great success with its new compilations of Branch productions, including 
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Eugene Federenko’s Every Child/Chaque Enfant and Ellen Besen’s Sea Dream/Réve roulis. The New 
York Times, Ms Magazine and other publications praised the collections. 

A resourceful company in Issaquah, Washington published “The Whole Toon 
Catalogue” a mail-order compendium of all things animated. NFB videos and T-shirts found their way this year 
into the pages of the catalogue amidst Warner Bros. and Disney classics, and the Board’s animation heritage 
was celebrated. “NFB-produced animation has become synonymous with innovation and diversity. Today the 
NFB continues to produce award-winning animation which has contributed greatly to the art of animation in 
Canada and around the world.” 

The NFB, in cooperation with Canada’s Task Force on Central and Eastern Europe, 
undertook an ambitious program, Reaching Out, to provide NFB and other Canadian films to a network of 
600 Canadians teaching English in Czechoslovakia, and ultimately, to the broader Eastern European population 
through television and home video. 

As Czechoslovakia continues its political and economic restructuring, its citizens are 
expressing intense interest in the cultures and political and economic systems of the West. Reaching Out will 
provide compilation videocassettes of films on many issues. 

One Canadian teacher who recently returned from teaching there indicated that he 
believes that people in Czechoslovakia will respond well to the “artistic, balanced, and in-depth qualities of the 
NFB’s material.” Studio G began work on the first two video packages for the program, Discuss It!, an 
anthology of classic animation films chosen for their ability to stimulate students to talk and interact with their 
teachers and colleagues, and Green Talk, which brings together eight films on environmental themes. 

It was not a film, however, which proved by year’s end to have been the biggest 
draw of any NFB public presentation. The honorary Oscar and Genie awards presented to the NFB in 1989 in 
recognition of its 50th anniversary were “accepted” by 10,000 proud Canadians during a cross-country tour last 
year. The trophies were displayed on Parliament Hill in Ottawa over the summer at the request of the Standing 
Committee on Communications and Culture, and were viewed by an estimated 400,000, just outside the House 
of Commons chamber. 

To fix a moment in time is an act central to the art and science of filmmaking, but one 
year in the life of the English Program Branch has as much to with the past and the future as it does with the 
present. Films made by a previous generation continue to find new audiences, while the images we will see two 


or three years hence begin their long development from the page to the camera to the screen. 


-FRENCH 
PROGRAM 


In the words of Director General Robert Forget, the mandate of the French Program 


“ 


Branch is to “...produce films dealing with subjects that matter to the francophones of Canada and Quebec, 


while contributing to the consolidation of a national cinema; and to distribute these films to target audiences in 
Canada and abroad.” 

In keeping with this mandate, throughout the year 1990-91 the fundamental aims of 
the French Program have been to create films of social and cultural relevance and of aesthetic value, to 
strengthen ties with the audience, and to further technological development. 

One considerable challenge, and the most striking of recent years, is the design and 


development of an automated International Consultation Centre to provide the public with easy 


access to the NFB’s impressive collection of 9,000 titles. Starting in 1992, this innovative centre, 
the only one of its kind in Canada, will feature computers, robotic technology, and 24 viewing 
stations and screening rooms. The state-of-the-art technological services of this resource centre 
of films on cultural expression and heritage demonstrate the dynamism of NFB production and 
distribution. 
x Believing in “the importance of maintaining in its service a nucleus of permanent 
artists, inventive filmmakers with a passion for cinema, and the ability to communicate 
coherently views and reflections on current realities,” the French Program hired six new film directors. Chosen 
from among the 368 applicants who replied to an advertisement in Canada’s major French-language 


newspapers, these filmmakers will take up their positions in the Documentary Studio in 1991. 


ANIMATION STUDIO 


Preparations for events marking its quarter century of creative innovation got under 
way in the Animation Studio. “Thank you, Mr. Jodoin!” ran the headline of an article by Marco de Blois in 24 
Images, which paid tribute to the studio’s founder, René Jodoin, and to all its artists. The 25th anniversary was 


celebrated by several special events, including an evening of tribute during the 9th Rendez-vous du cinéma 
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québécois and also at the Ottawa 90 International Animation Festival. Telecasts of Les Miroirs du temps/ 
Mirrors of Time were seen by some 777,000 viewers, with screenings in Montreal’s Maisons de la Culture. 
Jean-Jacques leduc’s Miroirs du Temps/Mirrors of Time, an educational film on 
the fascinating evolution of the measurement of time, also served as a testing ground for a new software package 
developed by the Computer Animation Research Centre for automatically colouring and photographing 
animation drawings. In a world first, more than 7,000 drawings were digitally 
scanned and coloured from a database of 16,777,216 shades. “This painstaking 
work has yielded an exceptional finished product,” commented Daniel Rioux 
in Le Journal de Montréal. 
Returning to the spirit of the films based on Inuit 
legends that he made during the 1970s, filmmaker Co Hoedeman worked on 
L’Ours renifleur/The Sniffing Bear. The idea for the film came from a 


group of aboriginal inmates at the La Macaza Institution, who wanted to get 


young people to think about the harm caused by drugs. 

Other animation films began successful careers. L’Heure 
révée, directed by Pierre Veilleux, and Enfantillage/Kid Stuff, directed by Pierre M. Trudeau, were 
presented with André-Forcier’s Une histoire inventée and André Melancon’s Rafales, and ran for five 
months in Quebec commercial theatres. Martin Barry's zany Juke-Bar won more than ten awards nationally 
and internationally. 

In the coming years, the French Program, in conjunction with the Animation Studio, 
plans to focus on its young audience. Droits au coeur is a powerful plea on behalf of children, at the dawn of 
the year 2000. This collection of short animation films, inspired by the articles contained in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, is designed to inform children, aged five to eight years, of their rights. The 
first part of the collection was produced with the financial participation of the Canadian International 


Development Agency. 


DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM 


This year has been a productive one for the documentary program. Not only were 22 
completed, but also 32 French Program documentaries were seen on television, and 28 were sold. 

The search for the American dream, which began with the Américanité 
documentary collection, continues, with the launching of another collection, Parler d’Amérique. This tribute to 
the future, present and past influences of America, is coproduced in part with Productions d’Amérique francaise 
Inc. and France’s National Audiovisual Institute. Le Diable d’Amérique, directed by Gilles Carle, opened 
Montreal's International Festival of New Cinema and Video, while Marilu Mallet’s Chere Amérique 
inaugurated the International Festival of Films and Videos by Women. In both cases, the filmmakers handle their 
subject with humour and imagination, without resorting to the complacency of clichés. Marilu Mallet’s film also 
received an award at Cannes (FIPA) from the Société civile des auteurs multimédias. With Hotel Chronicles, 
Léa Pool illustrates the grand illusions and bitter disappointments of America. The film premiered in October 


1990 at Montreal's International Festival of New Cinema and Video, before an audience of more than 800. It 
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was also presented at some 18 other festivals throughout the world and was awarded a Gold Plaque in the 
documentary category at the 26th Chicago International Film Festival in October 1990. 

This year, the NFB French Program paid tribute to two men who have made an 
impact on their times. In his film Pour l’amour du stress, Jacques Godbout tells the life story of Dr. Hans 
Selye, who was the first to describe the stress syndrome, and who also “indicated a great love of film,” noted 
Janick Beaulieu in the journal Séquences. In Un homme de parole, Alain Chartrand creates a portrait of his 
father, Michel, which was greatly enjoyed in union circles and by the public in general. In less than two months, 
30 screenings in the four corners of Quebec attracted thousands of enthusiastic people whose only regret was 
that the film was too short! René Homier-Roy of L’Actualité recommended that the film should be “seen for the 
pleasure and the inspiration.” 

“Bernard Gosselin’s Dire de Compagnons and En r’montant I’escalier recall 
working values that have been neglected, and indeed practically disappeared,” commented Louise Blanchard in 
Le Journal de Montréal on the release of these two documentaries, which went on to tour 17 cities in France. 
Tahani Rached’s film Au Chic Resto Pop was just as favourably received. Ariane Emond of Le Devoir 
described it as a successful film with powerful content. According to the Quebec Human Rights Commission, it 
was “perfect for provoking reflections on poverty.” Presented at the 14th Montreal World Film Festival, the film 
was also shown in eight of Montréal’s Maisons de la Culture and at the NFB Cinema in Complexe Guy-Favreau, 
and circulated in seven cities in Quebec. 

The environment, a primary concern for Canadians, is an ongoing topic for the 
French Program. Studio D, in collaboration with the Canadian International Development Agency, continued 
with the L’Encyclopédie vivante/Living Encyclopaedia, which aims to sensitize young people to global 
interdependence. Eight of the 14 films planned have already been produced, four in French and four in English. 

On the same theme, Cing siécles aprés..., directed by German Gutierrez, was 
coproduced with the Canadian International Development Agency, and Serge Lessard’s Ballade urbaine was 
produced in collaboration with Quebec City and the Quebec Urban Community. Launched as part of the series 
Enjeux d’une nation, Les Quatre Cavaliers de l’Apocalypse — L’Environnement en péril, 
directed by Jean-Francois Mercier and produced in collaboration with Radio-Canada, was seen on Radio- 
Canada’s Les Beaux Dimanches by some 700,000 viewers. The Journal de Montréal called the film a “catalyst 
for discussion and reflection.” 

A further indication of the success of Pour tout dire was the sale of 3,610 video 
copies of the series. This program is produced in collaboration with the Secretary of State and the Canadian 


Association of Second Language Teachers Inc. The Documentary Program once again took part in Radio- 
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Canada’s Course Europe-Asie by contributing support for the selection and preparation of candidates, and 
especially by offering the first prize — a year's filmmaking in the Documentary Program. Following previous 
winners Catherine Fol and Stéphane Drolet, the 1991 winner Denis Villeneuve will complete his training at the 
NFB. 


REGARDS DE FEMMES PROGRAM 


Since it was founded in 1986, the Regards de femmes Program has provided a 
special creative environment for women directors interested in analyzing social, cultural, economic, emotional 
and political concerns. Their 1990-91 films were especially well received. 

Diane Beaudry’s films about learning, Apprendre... ou @ laisser and La Double 
Histoire d’Odile, benefitted from a novel and effective distribution approach. The films, accompanied by a 
special magazine ‘entitled Zoom... enfants directed by journalist Ariane Emond, were launched in the 
presence of the Quebec Minister of Education, Michel Pagé. Serge Dussault of La Presse described them as “films 
that are assuredly useful, and born of necessity. “The two productions and the magazine were packaged together 
in a kit called the Trousse 1-2-3 de l’apprentissage for use in schools. 

Raymond Létourneau’s documentary Québec et Associées had achieved 
considerable success even before it was telecast on Radio-Québec on International Women’s Day. The French- 
language Chatelaine magazine featured a very complimentary article on the four company heads who have 
learned to juggle with tremendous financial resources while maintaining their compassion for human resources. 
The launching of Québec et Associées in collaboration with the Montreal Chamber of Commerce proved very 
popular with Quebec business people and the film was warmly received everywhere. 

Regards de femmes is also responsible, with Studio D of the English Program, for the 
Federal Women’s Film Program, created in 1980. The FWFP, in collaboration with several federal departments 
and agencies, produces films which deal with important issues, such as the culture and politics of native women, 

the difficulties faced by physically challenged women, the contributions of farm 

women to Canada’s agricultural economy, the harsh realities of immigrant 

women and women of colour, male violence against women, 
and the vulnerability of the older population. 


Among these films, Liette Aubin's Les Pouvoirs de 


l’Gge/The Power of Time, Sylvie Van Brabant’s Quelle 
Pilule!/Pills Unlimited and Helene Klodawsky’s No Time to 
Stop — Stories of Immigrant and Visible Minority 
Women/Pas le temps d’arréter were on the program 

at the 9th Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois. Pas le 

temps d’arréter was welcomed by groups particularly 
interested in the problems of immigration. Liette Aubin's film 
was presented at the Association du Festival Psy in Lorquin, 
France, and at the 8th Convention of the International 


Federation of Associations of the Elderly, in Montreal. 
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Even more attention was attracted by Barbara Evans’ film In Her Chosen Field/ 
Une terre a soi, which was shown at Toronto’s Festival of Festivals as part of Canadian Perspectives. It also 
won a Golden Sheaf for Best Documentary at the 26th Yorkton Short Film and Video Festival and the 
Mediawatch award in the Television/Public Affairs category from the Canadian Association of Journalists. Its 


merits were also praised by two federal ministers: Donald Mazankowski, then Minister of Agriculture, and Mary 


Collins, Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, as well as Kay Stanley, Coordinator, Status of Women 


Canada. 


PROGRAMME HORS-QUEBEC 


The Programme hors-Québec, as its name indicates, is dedicated to developing 
filmmaking by francophones outside Quebec, and this year produced films by freelance 
filmmakers in Acadia, Ontario, and the West. 

The Acadia Centre worked mainly on the series L’Acadie de la mer, coproduced 

with Les Productions du Phare-Est Inc. Among the documentaries shot this year were 


Au mitan des iles directed by Phil Comeau and Marchand de la mer directed 


by Herménégilde Chiasson. By exploring how fishing defines the seasons and 
determines the way of life of several communities, L’Acadie de la mer carries on the 
process begun with Les Chroniques de I’Atlantique, which aims to make the Acadian identity better known 
through peoples’ daily lives. Le Violon d’Arthur, a coproduction of Les Productions du Fado and the NFB, 
was shot in February and March of 1991, in Moncton and Memramcook, New Brunswick. This film tells of a 
fictional episode in the life of Arthur Le Blanc, an Acadian violinist of international renown. 

The Chroniques de I’Atlantique have already been seen by more than 839,000 
television viewers. Launched at the 1990 Atlantic Film Festival, these four films obtained a Special Merit award, 
before being shown on Radio-Canada/Atlantic, and Visions du monde on Radio-Canada’s national network. 

“BA secular look at a religious universe” was how L’Express of Toronto described 
L’Ame soeur by Ginette Pellerin. During the Atlantic Film Festival, the filmmaker was granted the Award of 
Excellence for Direction jointly with Philippe Borsos, director of Bethune — The Making of a Hero. 

The Ontario Centre of the Programme hors-Québec concentrated largely on filming 
eight of the 12 documentaries for A la recherche de I’homme invisible, the largest series ever produced in 
French Canada outside of Quebec. Coproduced with Aquila Productions, it owes its title to the Franco-Ontarian 


poet Patrice Desbiens and portrays 12 Franco-Ontarians who are neither heroes nor models, but simply men and 
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women who do their best to make cultural contributions to francophone Ontario. A la recherche de I’homme 
invisible was telecast on TVOntario in September 1991 and later on Radio-Canada’s national network. 

Other films such as Maurice-André Aubin's Entre l’effort et l’oubli and Jours de 
plaine, directed by Réal Bérard and André Leduc, from the Franc-Ouest collection, were also launched. 
Jours de plaine has already done exceptionally well. Not only was it presented in several national and 
international festivals, including the Cannes Festival where it received the Award for Best Animation Film, but it 
also won a Gold Plaque at the 26th Chicago International Film Festival and was shown 120 times during 1990 
on the Musique Plus network. Rights have been sold for France, Belgium, Switzerland, Luxembourg and Senegal. 


The film also accompanies the prestigious Cyrano de Bergerac in video clubs. 


DRAMA PROGRAM 


Films produced or coproduced in 1990-91, including Love-moi, ...comme un 
voleur, Simon les nuages, Une histoire inventée, Rafales, New York doré and Moody Beach, 
have attracted considerable interest. The drama studio, responsible for short, medium- and feature-length 
drama films, undertook a number of interesting projects, several of them coproductions with private sector 
filmmakers. 

The opening film at the 9th Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois was Marcel Simard’s 
Love-moi, a coproduction with Productions du Lundi Matin, Productions Virage, and the NFB. A few days later, 
the jury saw Michel Langlois’...comme un voleur, and honoured the performance of actress André 
Lachapelle with the Guy lL’Ecuyer Award. This film, 


coproduced with Les Producteurs T.V.-Films Associés Inc. as 


part of the Collection des téléfilms, opened the 
“language” event at the Museum of Civilization in 
Québec City, as well as the Semaine du cinéma 
québécois in Trois-Riviéres. 

André Forcier’s Une histoire 
inventée, coproduced with the Groupe Film Téléscéne, 
Production C.M. Luca and the NFB, was chosen for the Directors’ 
Fortnight at Cannes. Well received by the European press, the film 
has been sold in more than 17 countries. In addition, at the 14th 
Montreal World Film Festival, it received the Air Canada award for 
the film most popular with the public and also for best Canadian film. 

André Melancon’s Rafales, coproduced with Aska Film Productions, was also 
launched at the Montreal World Film Festival, and the Award for Best Actor went to Marcel Leboeuf. New York 
doré, directed by Suzanne Guy, was one of the rare feature-length documentaries to run for longer than a 
month in a commercial theatre. Shown in France in January1991, Johanne Prégent’s Blanche est la nuit 
received very favourable reviews. “With patience, precision and accuracy, Johanne Prégent studies the 
wanderings of the heart, the progression of a perfectly contemporary love story,” wrote a critic in France's Le 


Monae. 
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In the Programme Fictions 16/26, three of the collection’s 16 short films have been 
shot. These are La Tranchée directed by Jeanne Crépeau, Paule Baillargeon’s Le Complexe d’Edith and 


Yves Dion's Le Vendredi de Jeanne Robinson. 


QUEBEC NETWORKS PROGRAM 


This year, the Program's promotion of 
French versions of English films included Magnus Isacsson’s 
Uranium, at the Festival of New Film and Video. Also 
distributed were versions of Goddess Remembered/Sur 
les traces de la déesse and The Burning Times/Le 
Temps des bichers both directed by Donna Read, No 
Way! Not Me/Moi ?... Jamais de la vie directed by Ariadne 
Ochrymovych, and Robert Doucet’s Dreams of a Land/En quéte d’un 
pays. 

The Program also designed a video compilation of four French versions of original 
English animation films. Called Rencontres de certains types, it was seen by nearly 600,000 people when 
it was shown on Radio-Canada. 

The Québec Networks Program is responsible for television sales as well as sales and 
rentals to individuals, libraries and educational institutions. Among the productions put into distribution this year 
for the general public and for institutions in Canada and overseas, were the 12 films in Francois Brault’s second 
series of Arts sacrés au Québec. 

Always seeking new ways to make the NFB French collection more accessible to the 
public, the Quebec Networks Program initiated a new program to bring the NFB closer to young, school-age 
users. Special agreements have been made with school commissions and schools to set up educational video 
clubs in some school libraries. For the first time in Quebec, students can borrow NFB videocassettes to take home 
and watch at their leisure. VCR owners were also approached through direct-mail at Christmas, when 110,000 
inserts were placed in La Presse and Le Soleil , informing collectors about the NFB’s French classics. 

The Quebec Networks Program also manages the Programme d’aide au cinéma 
indépendant (ACIQ), which provides assistance, in the form of professional services and equipment, to upcoming 
young filmmakers, and involves the NFB in the production of innovative and experimental films. About 20 


projects were handled in 1990-91, and a total of some 200 since the beginning of the program. 
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The results are conclusive: two films produced with the support of ACIQ received 
awards at the 9th Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois. Olivier Asselin’s La Liberté d’une statue won the L.E. 
OuimetMolson prize for the best feature film, and Catherine Martin’s Nuits d’Afrique received the André- 


_, Leroux award for best medium-length film from the Quebec Association of Film Critics. 


The French Program continues to offer new perspectives in film, and contributes to 
broadening Canadians’ vision of the world. This year’s productions and coproductions have 
dealt with varied, relevant, and often powerful subjects, and distribution activities have made 
them available to a far wider audience. The French Program is also proud of the many 


awards received by its films and filmmakers which bear witness to its vigour and vitality. 


SERVICES AND 
TRAINING 


BRANCH 


During the past year, the Services and Training Branch focused on maximizing the 
potential of the different sections. To this end, Technical Services and Distribution increased the visibility of 
the NFB through film and video library activities and by marketing products developed by Technical 
Research and Development. 

Training held centre stage in all sections. After conducting a survey of the various 

training programs held at the NFB over the last 50 years, Services Division, in conjunction 


with an inter-divisional committee, is in the process of defining a training policy for 


the NFB as a whole, in the light of current and future needs in the field of cinema. 
First steps taken in this direction include hiring two women technicians to occupy 
positions left vacant by recently retired employees, and employing a woman 
trainee to work in Sound Effects for a year. Trainees from all regions of Canada 
took part in various lectures and training workshops organized through the 
Employment Equity Program, and Distribution Services personnel attended a series 
of seminars on customer service. 
The Visual Effects Section worked on three large-scale animation projects, 
x The Colours of My Father: A Portrait of Sam Borenstein by Joyce 
Borenstein, Marcy Page’s Dragon Bones, and Chiapas by Vincent 
Dostaler. Francois Aubry’s L’Empire des lumiéres makes use of an 
extraordinary range of special effects, and demanded a wealth of imagination from the optics 
staff. These productions gave an Employment Equity Program trainee the opportunity of a year’s training in 
animation. 
Graphic Services worked on the design of The NFB Film Guide - The Productions 
of the National Film Board of Canada from 1939 to 1989/le Répertoire des films de l’ONF - La production 
de I’Office national du film de 1939 4 1989, for publication in the fall of 1991. The graphic artists in 


Graphic Services are working on development programs in computer design; the computer work stations are 
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now in a network to facilitate the exchange of information. 

The Sound Department mixed several major productions, notably Giles Walker's 
Princes in Exile and André Forcier’s Une histoire inventée. The complexity of the Dolby stereo 
soundtrack for Jean-Jacques Leduc’s animated film Les Miroirs du temps/Mirrors of Time proved to be 
a special challenge. Numerous tests were also carried out on new sound recording technology for filming in 
IMAX™ 48-frames-per-second. This is for the new IMAX™ film by Colin Low and Tony lanzelo which will be 
presented in the Canadian Pavilion at the 1992 World Exposition in Seville. 

In Pre-production, the large shooting stage was constantly occupied. Its rear 
screen projection system, unique in Canada, was used for Jean-Pierre Lefebvre’s Le Fabuleux Voyage de 
l’Ange, a coproduction with ACPAV. Les Films Allegro shot Roger Cantin’s L’assassin jouait du 
trombone, not only on the stage, but also in various corners of the NFB. 

As the Board continues to regard film as the principal medium for its productions, 
the Laboratory installed a new 16 mm-35 mm developer, to increase productivity and efficiency. In 
conjunction with Eastman Kodak, a new “intermediate” type of film was tested. The Video Section improved 
the quality of this film-to-video transfer by adding a noise suppressor to the Rank Telecine System, which 
eliminates the grainy characteristic of 16 mm film. 

The Laboratory, together with the English and French program branches, 
developed and implemented standardized procedures for the production of closed-captioned subtitled master 
tapes for the hearing impaired. 

The Engineering Maintenance Section completed several projects for the English 
and French program branches. Among these were the modification of a Steenbeck, from 24 to 48-frames- 

per-second, and a Century projector for IMAX™. 
Engineering was particularly involved in two major projects: 


setting up three screening rooms at the 


new NFB Production Centre in Toronto, 
and replacing the Laboratory's colour 
negative processing machine. 
This year, working in close collaboration 
with English and French program branches, 
Traffic Control and Booking devised and 
instituted new reservation procedures 
for mix and transfer activities. 
Distribution Services play a 
dominant role in maintaining NFB 
visibility, both in Canada and 
abroad. Among the responsibilities 
of Distribution personnel in each 
of the NFB regional centres is 
management of the Board's film, 


video and audiovisual libraries. 


From the head office in Montreal, Audiovisual Information Services, Audiovisual Collections, Sales and 

Customer Services, and Systems Planning and Development manage the Reference Library, the Film 
Archives, the Stockshot Library, and Catalogue Information Services. 

The NFB film and video library service is operative in eleven Canadian cities. 

Twenty-one partner libraries and 217 public libraries and educational institutions make NFB videos 

available to the general public and to clients in over 300 locations. For the year 1990-91, the partner 
libraries and the various NFB centres reported 393,417 reservations. 

In Ottawa, the expert consultants who distribute sponsored productions nationally _ 

and internationally, published a document entitled National Film Board Services for 


Government Sponsors/Services de distribution offerts par |’Office national du film 


aux commanditaires institutionnels, which was well received by NFB government 
clients. 

At head office in Montreal, Services personnel worked on the 
Film/Video Canadiana 1987/1988 Catalogue and on converting the 
FORMAT database to the NFB’s computer system. They also worked on 
the production and promotion of The NFB Film Guide —The 
Productions of the National Film Board of Canada from 1939 to 

1989/Le Répertoire des films de I’ONF - la Production de |’Office 
national du film de 1939 4 1989. 

The Stockshot Library took advantage of the annual meeting of the 

Association for the Study of Canadian Radio and Television, held this 
year in Victoria, British Columbia, to promote its new catalogue. The Library is 
currently preparing another catalogue dealing with footage from the wartime film 
collection. 

Customer Services recorded a large increase in the number of videocassette sales. 
To facilitate the process of granting distribution rights, they are currently developing a database that will 
allow NFB personnel access to information on the acquisition of distribution rights, and also provide 

information on the NFB’s 9,000 productions. 
Other Distribution activities included improving the French version of the 
Medianet film and video reservation software to make it accessible throughout Canada, and publicity and 
direct-mail campaigns carried out jointly with the English and French program branches to promote NFB 


productions. 
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Technical Research and Development studied new technologies and their 
applications to sound and picture production and reproduction. They developed new products, innovative 
systems and services marketable by Canadian businesses, circulated information on these products, and 
promoted them on a national and international scale. 

The world premiere of the electronic subtitling system Cine-Text™ took place in 
1991, ata gala screening of the restored 1925 classic “The Phantom of the Opera” at Montreal’s Place des 
Arts, a benefit evening for the Cinémathéque québécoise. 

DigiSync™, developed by NFB Technical R & D and produced by the Research in 
Motion Company under a contractual agreement with Technical R & D, surpassed its projected number of 
sales. The system has been installed in laboratories in Hollywood and elsewhere in the United States, as 
well as in Australia, Spain, the United Kingdom, and Sweden. 

Technical R & D_ works closely with the English and French animation studios. 
One result of this collaboration is the installation of the Animaster™/Animaitre™ software on bench 46 in 
the Visual Effects department. This software was successful in its first tests, during filming of Ishu Patel’s 
Divine Fate and Marcy Page’s Dragon Bones. An analysis of puppet animation 
articulated arm or ramp requirements has been completed and a study of 
an animation and simulation program is currently 
underway. 

Software was developed 
by Technical R & D for sound editing to generate 
sound mixing and editing sheets, and versions 1.0 
and 2.0 have been put to the test. Jean-Jacques 
leduc’s Les Miroirs du temps/Mirrors of Time 
was the first to use the Sound Genie™ system, designed 
to access, play, and reproduce sound effects digitally. 
Also, an “auto-conform” function has been added to 


the pre-recorded digital video editing system EMC2 in 


the film laboratory. A patent has been filed relating to 
a quality control and assurance mechanism that 
measures the ideal recording contrast of optical sound. 

For film editing, software that automatically locates sequences was used on the 
EMC2 digital video editing machine. Technical R & D are continuing to examine the video compression 
technique integrated into the function of this machine. The third version markedly improves the image 
definition. 

R & D also finished a study for Visual Effects of the “Technamation” procedure and 
demonstrated the Amiga 3000 system, which allows the creative use of several new kinds of computer 
graphics software. It also completed phase 1 of the laboratory order information management project. 

And last but not least, the year saw the welcome return of the technical journal Perforations. 
This journal is published for people working in the film industry. More than a thousand copies of the tenth edition 


featuring animation were distributed, most of them during the International Animation Festival in Annecy, France. 
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The numerous activities of the Services and Training 


Branch contribute greatly to the NFB’s reputation for excellence. The 
accomplishments of 1990-91 are a result of the Branch’s continued efforts to 
provide an environment which fosters creativity and 


innovation. 


African Market Women 
(series) 


Fair Trade 
From the Shore 
Where Credit Is Due 


After the Montreal 
Massacre 


27:14 colour video 

English original documentary 
Coproduced by the 
Canadian Broadcasting 


Corporation (Man Alive) and 
NFB 


Aids in Africa 


vide 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Roger Pyke 
Productions Ltd. and NFB 
(English Program, Ontario 
Centre} 


L’Ame sceur 
Part of Les Chroniques de 
l’Atlantique series 

49:25 colour 


16 mm, video 


French original documentary 
Coproduced by Les 
Productions du Phare-Est Inc. 
and NFB (French Program 
Branch, Acadia Centre), in 
collaboration with Radio- 
Canada and with the 
participation of Telefilm 


Canada 


Anybody’s Son Will Do 
Part of War series 
56:43 colour video 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Apprendre... ou a 
laisser 


62:42 colour 16 mm. vide 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 
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The Apprentice/ 
L’Apprenti 
9:00 colour 


35 mm 


Multilingual original 
animation film 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Prairie Centre) 


Aqua bon 


21:30 colour 35 mm, videc 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB under the 
joint Média-Sphére Program 
of the NFB and the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency 


Au Chic Resto Pop 
84:48 colour 16 mm 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Au-dessus de la ligne 
des arbres 
19:25 colour 16 mm, video 
French version of English 
original documentary Land 
Above the Trees 

Produced by NFB 


Baby Blues 


24:3 


English original drama 
Produced by NFB (English 


Program, Pacific Centre) 


Between the Walls/ 
Pris au piége 

Part of Look Again/Mieux 
Voir series 
10:18 colour 16 mm, video 
Multilingual original 
docudrama 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


Between Two Worlds 


57:37 colour video 


English original documentary 
Produced by Investigative 
Productions Inc., cofinanced 
by Telefilm Canada, Ontario 
Film Development 
Corporation, Canadian 
Broadcasters, Foreign 
Broadcasters and NFB 
(English Program, Ontario 
Centre) 


Blockade: Algonquins 
Defend the Forest 
26:45 colour 


16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Brittain on Brittain 


English original documentaries 
Coproduced by NFB (English 
Program, North West Centre) 
and Access Network 


Program | 

colour, video 

The Saga of Hal C. 
Banks, Part 1 

88:50 


Program 2 

colour, video 

The Saga of Hal C. 
Banks, Part 2 

88:50 


Program 3 
colour, video 
Bethune 
88:50 


Program 4 

colour, video 

Fields of Sacrifice, 
Canada at War: Road 
to Ortona 


88:50 
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Program 5 

colour, video 

Cavendish Country, 
Starblanket 

88:50 


Program 6 

colour, video 
Memorandum 
87:50 


Program 7 

colour, video 

Ladies and Gentlemen... 
Mr. Leonard Cohen, 
Small Is Beautiful 

88:50 


Program 8 

colour, video 

King of the Hill, 

Trip Down Memory Lane 
88:50 


Program 9 

colour, video 

The Champions, Part 3: 
The Final Battle 

90:42 


Program 10 

colour, video 

Never a Backward Step 
88:50 


Program 11] 

colour, video 

The Dionne Quintuplets 
90:16 


Program 12 

colour, video 

Paperland: The 
Bureaucrat Observed 
88:50 


Program13 
colour, video 

Volcano 

113:25 


The Burning Times 
56:10 colour 


16 mm, video 


English original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Canada: True North 
(series) 
Meeting Place 


Canada Vignettes: 
Para Sight 


1 min colour 


35 mm, video 


English original animation 
film 
Produced by NFB 


Chére Amérique 

Part of Parler d’Amérique 
collection 
51:33 colour 


16 mm, video 


French original documentary 
Coproduced by NFB, Les 
Productions d’Amérique 
francaise Inc. and the Institut 
national de |’audiovisuel 
(France), with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, Radio-Canada and 
TV5 


Chroniques de 
l’Atlantique 
(series) 


L’Ame sceur 


Cing siécles apres... 


53:45 ‘our 
53:35 colou 16 mm 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB and the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 


The Colours of My 
Father: A Portrait of 
Sam Borenstein 

29:00 colour 


35 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Imageries 
and NFB in association with 
TVOntario and with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and 
the ministére des Affaires 
culturelles du Québec 


«+. comme un voleur 
Part of Telefilms series — 
Phase 3 

83:23 colour 


16 mm, video 


French original drama 
Coproduced by NFB and les 
Producteurs T.V. Films 
Associés, with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and 
Radio-Québec 
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The Company of 
Strangers 
100:51 colour 35 mm, video 
English original drama 
Produced by NFB 


The Company of 
Strangers 
25:40 colour video 


Fourteen English original 
promotional clips 


Produced by NFB 


The Company of 
Strangers 
2:00 colour 35mm 


English original promotional 


clip 
Produced by NFB 


Connections/Les Os 
mécaniques 

Part of Look Again/Mieux 
Voir series 


10:03 sata te iran. dee 
Multilingual original 
docudrama 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


La Conquéte de 
‘Amérique II 
69:45 colour 16mm, video 

French original documentary 


produced by NFB 


Creative Process: 
Norman McLaren 

116:32 colour 16 mm 
English original documentary 


52:10 colour video 
Abridged version of English 
original documentary 
Coproduced by NFB, the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and Channel 4 


The Cremation of Sam 
McGee 

Part of Tell Me a Story — 
Part Il series 


English original animation 
film 


Produced by NFB 


De la riviére a l’océan 
46:05 colour 16mm, video 


French version of English 
original documentary Rivers 
to the Sea 

Produced by NFB 


The Deadly Game of 
Nations 

Part of War series 

5:25 colour video 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Les Dingues 
7:47 colour 35 mm, video 


French version of English 
original animation film The 
Dingles 

Produced by NFB 


Dire de Compagnons 


53:45 colour 16 mm, video 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


La Double Histoire 
d’Odile 


26:22 colour 16mm, video 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB 


En r’montant l’escalier 
50:23 colour 16 mm, video 


French original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Enfantillage/Kid Stuff 
5:53 colour 


35 mm, 16 mm, video 


Multilingual original 
animation film 


Produced by NFB 


Enfants d’ici... enfants 
d’ailleurs 
45:01 colour video 


French original video with 
user's guide, poster map and 
other print material 
Coproduced by NFB and 

the Canadian International 
Development Agency 


Enjeux d’une nation 
(series) 


Les Quatre Cavaliers de 
‘Apocalypse 


Enquéte de famille 
19:54 colour video 


French original video with 
user's guide 

Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
National Archives Canada 


Entre deux sceurs 


10:26 colour, 35 mm, |6 mm, 
video 


French original animation film 


Produced by NFB 


Fair Trade 

Part of African Market 
Women series 

26:57 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Morag 
Productions Inc. and NFB, 
Canadian International 
Development Agency and 
Supply and Services Canada 


Faithful Women 
(series) 


Part 1 — Gathering 


Together 

53:07 colour video 
Part 2 — Texts and 
Contexts 

53:14 colour video 


Part 3 — Harmony 
and Balance 

53:40 colour video 
Part 4 — Working 
Towards Peace 
53:25 colour video 


Part 5 — Priorities 
and Perspectives 
53:15 colour video 
Part 6 — Through 
Ignorance or Design: 
A Discussion of 


Stereotypes 

53:05 colour video 
Part 7 — I'll Never 
Forget You 

53:55 colour video 


Produced by NFB in 
association with Vision TV 


Falling Over Backwards 


videc 


English original drama 
Produced by Ranfilm 
Productions Inc., Moving 
Image Productions Inc. and 


NFB, with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada and Private 


nvesiors 


Feminization of Poverty 


(series) 


Playing for Keeps 


Fish Wars 


46:35 colour video 


English original documentary 


Produced by NFB (English 


Program, Pacific Centre) 


Five Feminist Minutes 
113:40 colour 16 mm, video 


Collection of 16 original 
documentaries and dramas 
(14 English, 2 French) 
directed by independent 
filmmakers 


Produced by NFB 


Fictions 16/26 
(series) 


Le Vendredi de Jeanne 
Robinson 


The Forbidden Land 
58:33 colour 16 mm 


English original documentary 


Produced by International 
Cinema Inc. in association 


with NFB, The Press and The 


Public Project Inc. and PBS 


Fragments of a 
Conversation on 
Language 

19:00 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Franc-Ouest 
(collection) 


The New Girl in Town/ 
La Nouvelle au village 


From Flores 
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vide 


English original animation 


film 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


From the Shore 

Part of African Market 
Women series 

15257 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Morag 
Productions Inc., NFB, 
Canadian International 
Development Agency and 
Supply and Services Canada 


Goodbye War 
Part of War series 
56:26 colour video 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


The Great Electrical 
Revolution 


3:50 olour 16 mr 


English original drama 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Prairie Centre) and 
Great Electrical Motior 
Picture Production Inc., with 


the participation of Telefilm 


Canada, Saskatchewan West 


TV and Regina Motion Picture 


and Sound 


Has Anybody Seen My 
Umbrella? 


Part of Tell Me a Story — 
Part Il series 
10:10 colour video 


English original video 
Produced by NFB 


Hotel Chronicles 
Part of Parler d’Amérique 
collection 


74:25 colour 16 mm, video 


French original documentary 


74:25 colour 16mm, video 
English version of French 
original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


L’Invincible 
(Mali — Afrique) 
18:45 colour video 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB under the 
joint Média-Sphére Program 
of the NFB and the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency 


Island of Whales 
54:54 colour 16 mm 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) and 
Island of Whales Productions 
Ltd., with the participation of 
CHCH, NOVA, Environment 
Canada, Central TV, British 
Columbia Films, Telefilm 
Canada and BCTV 


John Wyre — Drawing 
on Sound 
26:25 colour 16mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by Rhombus Media 
Inc. for the NFB 


Joseph K. — L’Homme 
numerote 
54:29 colour 16mm, video 


French original docudrama 


Produced by NFB 


Journey of the Blob/ 
Voyage sans fin 

Part of Look Again/Mieux 
Voir series 

9:52 colour 16mm, video 


Multilingual original 
docudrama 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


42) 


Jours de plaine — 
L’Arriére-scéne 
23:35 colour video 


French original documentary 
Coproduced by NFB and 
Radio-Canada 


Kalamazoo 
83:38 colour 35 mm, video 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB and les 
Ateliers du cinéma 
Québécois, with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale du cinéma du 


Québec and Radio-Canada 


Karate Kids 
21:03 colour 35mm 


English original animation 
film 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Ontario Centre) in 
association with Street Kids 
International and with the 
participation of Health and 
Welfare Canada, the World 
Health Organization and 
UNICEF 


Laughter in My Soul 
27:50 colour video 


Ukrainian version of English 
original documentary 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with 
Multiculturalism Canada 


Library PSA 


English original public service 


announcements 
30 sec each colour video 


Library PSA — Atlantic 
Englis 

Library PSA — Generic 
Englis 

Library PSA — North 
West English 

Library PSA — Ontario 
Englis 

Library PSA — Quebec 
Englis 


French versions of English 
original public service 
announcements 


30 sec each colour video 


Library PSA — Atlantic 
French 

Library PSA — Generic 
French 

Library PSA — North 
West French 

Library PSA — Ontario 
French 


Library PSA — Quebec 
French 


Produced by NFB 


Look Again/Mieux Voir 
(series) 


Between the Walls/Pris 
au piege 
Connections/Les Os 
Mécaniques 

Journey of the Blob/ 
Voyage sans fin 
Night/La Nuit 
Snowballs and 


Sandcastles/Sable et 
Neige 


Meeting Place 

Part of Canada: True North 
series 

52:05 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB with the 
participation of WTVS 


Les Miroirs du temps 


a4 a6 
23:09 colour 35 mm, 16 mm 


vide 


French original animation film 
Produced by NFB 


Mirrors of Time 
23:09 colour 35mm 


English version of French 
original animation film Les 
Miroirs du temps 
Produced by NFB 


Moi... jamais de la vie 
29:39 colour 16mm, video 


French version of English 
original documentary No 
Way! Not Me from the 
Feminization of Poverty series 
Produced by NFB 


Moody Beach 
96:00 colour 35 mm, video 


French original drama 
Produced by Max Films 
Productions Inc. in 
association with the NFB and 
with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec, Super 
Ecran and Premier Choix 
TVEC and the Société de 
radio+télévision du Québec 


Nathaél and the Seal 
Hunt 
10:27 colour 35 mm. 16mm 


video 


English version of French 
original animation film 
Nathaél et la chasse aux 
phoques 

Produced by NFB 


Night/La Nuit 

Part of Look Again/Mieux 
Voir series 

9:08 colour 16 mm, video 


Multilingual original 
docudrama 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


Night and Silence 
48:40 colour video 


English original documentary 
produced by Alter-Ciné Inc. 
with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada, in 
association with the NFB 
and TVOntario 


No Time to Stop 


27°06 olour oO mm, videx 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Women’s Film Program 


Notes on Nuclear War 
Part of War series 
56:50 colour video 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


La Nouvelle au village/ 
The New Girl in Town 


Part of Franc-Ouest collection 


22:44 colour video 


Bilingual version of French 
original docudrama La 
Nouvelle au village 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and British Columbia 
departments of education 


Nouvelles Alliances 
29:00 colour 16 mm, video 


French version of English 
original docudrama 
Rendezvous Canada 1606 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with Parks 
Canada 


La Nuit du visiteur 
13:04 colour 35 mm, video 


French original drama 
Coproduced by ACPAV and 
NFB, with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada and the 
Société générale des 
industries culturelles — 


Québec 


Oliver Jones in Africa 
53:24 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Les Ateliers 
audio-visuels du Québec and 
NFB, with the participation of 
Telefilm Canada, TVOntario, 
Supply and Services Canada, 
the Société générale des 
industries culturelles — 
Québec and Film Transit 


L’Option coopérative 
30:14 colour 16mm, video 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Atlantic Centre and 
French Program, Acadia 
Centre), in association with 
the Prince Edward Island 
Department of Industry and 
Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency 


Ottawa 90 Promotional 
Clips 


3:51 colour, 35 mm, video 


Bilingual promotional clips 
Produced by NFB 


Pachamama 
29:14 colour video 


Spanish version of French 
original documentary 
Cing siécles aprés 
Produced by NFB with the 
participation of the 
International Agriculture 
Development Fund and the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 


Parler d’Amérique 
(collection) 


Chére Amérique 
Hotel Chronicles 


Pas le temps d’arréter 
29:05 colour 16 mm, video 


French version of English 
original documentary No 
Time to Stop 

Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Women’s Film Program 


People and Science — 
A Last Crop of Houses 
Part of People and Science 
series 

10:57 colour 16mm, video 


English original docudrama 
Produced by NFB 


People and Science 
(series) 


A Last Crop of Houses 


Philippines terre 
d’errance 
50:55 colour 16 mm, video 
French version of English 
original documentary Holding 
Our Ground 

Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency, 
Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, 
Ontario Government Ministry 
of Housing, Habitat and the 
United Nations Development 
Program 


The Phoenix 

Part of The Short Story series 
10:34 colour 35 mm, video 
English original animation film 
Produced by NFB 


Playing for Keeps 


Part of Feminization of 


Poverty series 


38.37 olour 16mm. vide 


English original documentary 


444 ut vide 
International version of 
English original documentary 
Produced by NFB (English 
Dann Onin Cant 
ograr Ontario Centre) 


Pour l’amour du stress 


58:43 colour 16mm, video 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Pour tout dire Junior 1 
Part of Pour tout dire series 
21:37 colour video 


French original docudramas 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
Secretary of State Canada 
and the Canadian 
Association of Second 
Language Teachers Inc. 


Pour tout dire Junior 2 
Part of Pour tout dire series 


22:36 colour videx 


French original docudramas 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
Secretary of State Canada 
and the Canadian 
Association of Second 
Language Teachers Inc 
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Pour tout dire 
(series) 


Pour tout dire Junior 1 
Pour tout dire Junior 2 


The Power of Time 
28:44 colour 16mm, video 
English version of French 
original documentary Les 
Pouvoirs de I’Gge 

Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the 
Federal Women’s Program 


Le Prince héritier 
S737 colour 16 mm, video 
French version of English 
original drama The Crown 
Prince 

Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with Health 
and Welfare Canada 


Princes in Exile 
53:24 colour 


16 mm, video 


English original drama 
Coproduced by Cinépix Inc. 
and NFB, in association with 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and Telefilm 
Canada 


The Profession of Arms 
Part of War series 


56:48 olour videx 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Les Quatre Cavaliers de 
‘Apocalypse 

Part of Enjeux d’une nation 
series 

92:15 colour video 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with Radio- 


Canada 


Québec et Associées 
52:10 colour 16mm, video 
French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Quelle Pilule! 


28:44 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the Federa 


Women’s Film Program 


Rafales 
87:00 colour 35mm, video 


French original drama 
Produced by Aska Film 
Productions in association 
with the NFB and with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and 
Super Ecran 


Raven’s Feather Dance 
— A Creation Legend 
Part of Tell Me a Story — 
Part Il series 


9:02 colour video 


English original animation 
film 


Produced by NFB 


Remous 
74:26 colour 16mm, video 


French original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


The Road to Total War 
Part of War series 
56:55 ° colour video 


Spanish version of English 
original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Le Royaume ou I|’Asile 
94:30 colour video 


French original drama 
Coproduced by Les 
Productions Quatre Vins 
Neufs and NFB with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and 
the Arts Council of Canada 


Shared Rhythm/ 
Rythme du monde 
25:05 colour video 


English original documentary 
Produced by Jenfilms Inc. and 
NFB (English Program, 
Ontario Centre) in 
association with the 
Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and with the 
participation of Radio- 
Canada and Telefilm 
Canada, and with the 
assistance of Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada 


The Short Story 
(series) 
The Phoenix 


Simon les nuages 
81:56 colour 35 mm, video 


French original drama 
Coproduced by Les Films 
Vision 4 Inc. and NFB with 
the participation of Telefilm 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec and 
Super Ecran 


Snowballs and 
Sandcastles/Sable et 
Neige 

Part of Look Again/Mieux 
Voir series 

8:15 colour 16 mm, video 


Multilingual original 
docudrama 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


The Spirit Within 
GY PPL) colour 16mm 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, North West Centre) 
with the participation of 
TVOntario and Access 
Alberta 


Still Waters: The Poetry 
of P.K. Page 
38:02 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB 


Strings/Cordes 
10:19 colour 35mm, 16mm, 
video 


Multilingual original 
animation film 


Produced by NFB 


Sur les traces de la 
déesse 

54:29 colour 16 mm, video 
French version of English 
original documentary 
Goddess Remembered 
Produced by NFB 


Téléfictions — Phase Ill 
(series) 


««. Comme un voleur 


Tell Me a Story 
(series) 


The Cremation of Sam 
McGee 


Has An 
Umbrella? 


y Seen My 


Raven’s Feather Dance — 


A Creation Legend 


Le Temps des bichers 


54:10 colour 16 mm, video 


French version of English 
original documentary 
The Burning Times 
Produced by NFB 


Terre a taire 
16:10 colour video 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB under the 
joint Média-Sphére Program 
of the NFB and the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency 


The Ticket Back 


49:31 colour 16 mm, video 


English original drama 
Produced by NFB 


To the Queen Mother 
from Canada with Love 


27:54 colour video 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB 
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Toivo, Child of Hope 


26:48 colour 16mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by Alter-Ciné Inc. 
with the participation of the 
NFB 


Toying With Their Future 
30:04 colour 16mm, video 
English original documentary 


Produced by NFB 


Transplant — The Breath 
of Life 

50:12 colour 16 mm, video 
English original documentary 
Coproduced by Camera One 
Films and NFB (English 
Program, Ontario Centre), 
with the participation of the 
Ontario Film Development 
Corporation 


Tristesse modele réduit 
83:18 colour video 


French original drama 
Coproduced by the Coop 
Vidéo and NFB with the 
participation of Telefilm 
Canada and the Société 
générale du cinéma du 


Québec 


Une histoire inventée 
90:42 colour 35 mm 


French original drama 
Coproduced by the Groupe 
Téléscéne, les Productions 
C.M. Luca and NFB, with the 
participation of Telefiln 
Canada, the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec, Super 
Ecran and Radio-Québex 


Uranium 
47:59 colour 16mm, video 


English original documentary 


47:59 colour 16 mm, video 


French version of English 
original documentary 
Uranium 

Produced by NFB (English 
Program, North West Centre) 


War 
(series) 


The Deadly Game of 
Nations (Spanish 
version) 

Notes on Nuclear War 
(Spanish version) 

The Profession of Arms 
(Spanish version) 

The Road to Total War 
(Spanish version) 


When the Day Comes 
28:47 colour 16mm 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Women’s Program 


Le Vendredi de Jeanne 
Robinson 


Part of Fictions 16/26 series 
25:55 colour 16 mm, video 


French original drama 
Produced by NFB with the 
participation of the Société 
de Radio-Télévision du 
Québec and the Société 
générale des industries 
culturelles — Québec 


“We're the Boss!” 
29:24 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Atlantic Centre and 
French Program, Acadia 
Centre) ir association with 
the Prince Edward Island 
Department of Industry and 
Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency 


Where Credit is Due 
Part of African Market 
Women series 

27:38 colour 16 mm, video 


English original documentary 
Coproduced by Morag 
Productions Inc. and NFB 
with the participation of the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency and 
Supply and Services Canada 


Production English and French NFB Coproductions Total 
Program branches Productions (1) 
Original films in French 13 22 35 
Original films in English 19 45 64 
Original films, multilingual 8 — 8 
Original videos in French — 2 2 
Original videos in English 2 = 2 
Abridged video of English original film _— 1 1 
Original publicity clips in English 6 -- 6 
Original publicity clip, bilingual 1 — 1 
Total original productions 49 70 119(2) 

——— eee 

French versions of English original films 7 4 1] 
English versions of French original films 3 1 4 
Bilingual version of French original film — 1 1 
Spanish versions of English original films 6 — 6 
Spanish version of French original film — 1 1 
Ukrainian version of English original film —_ 1 1 
International version of English original film 1 — 1 
Abridged video version of English original film — 1 1 
French versions of English original publicity clips 5 -- 5 
Total versions 22 9 31 
Total productions 1990-1991 71 79 150 
Note 1: Includes films produced with the collaboration, in association 


or with the participation of the NFB, as well as films produced by 


the private sector for the NFB 


Note 2: If a film has been produced in 35 mm and reduced to 16 mm, or 


vice versa, it appears only once in the statistics 


a9) 


Distribution Canadian Distribution 1990-1991 1989-1990 
Television 

Telecasts English 4,607 3,224 

French 646 1,023 

Total D256 4,247 
Theatrical 

Bookings 35 mm 90 114 

16mm iS 60 

Total 95 174 


Non-theatrical 


NFB Rentals and Reservations 177,702 193) 757 
Film and Video Deposit Rentals — Partners DES TEMS 108,534 
Total 393,417 302,291 


Product Sales 


Videocassettes 25,464 23,492 
16 mm Prints OFAily, 79 
Multimedia 9,218 11,048 
Total 38,101 357391 
Revenues 
Royalties 
Television $ 485,334 SA ZO 
Theatrical and non-theatrical 
distribution 228,427 SilsjosS 
Sales of prints and videocassettes 1,205,293 HigsS 
Rentals 400,220 427 936 
Total $2,319,274 $2,347,793 


A 


Distribution International Distribution 1990-1991 1989-1990 
Diplomatic Missions 
Bookings through Canadian Diplomatic Missions 
United States 1,029 1,601 
Europe and the Middle East 2,399 2,874 
Asia/Pacific || PAS! 4,682 
Latin America/Caribbean 2535 23,783 
Africa 1,040 1,479 
Total 18,736 34,419 
International Distribution Contracts Negotiated 
Television 93 105 
Theatrical 2 10 
Non-Theatrical * 74 83 
Total 179 198 
Product Sales 1990-1991 1989-1990 
Film Prints 
NFB 485 553 
Distributors 85 50 
Videocassettes 
NFB 2,506 1,839 
Distribuors DIRS, 584 
Multimedia 2 10 
Total 30,435 3,036 
eR es ae ee ee ee ee EE Eee 
Revenues 1990-1991 1989-1990 
United States $ 776,729 $ 806,603 
Europe, Middle East and English-speaking Africa 559°023 592,210 
Europe and French-speaking Africa 897,753 543,268 
Asia/Pacific 193,800 303,159 
Latin America/Caribbean 44,518 74,763 
Other 141,717 —_ 
Total $2,613,540 $2,320,003 


UU UE TEENIE 


Includes contracts for sales, rentals, electronic reproduction and home video distribution 


** Due argely to the sale of over 26,000 copies of two compilations by a distributor in England 


@ 


s UY RY oe Ok A iP ae oN BS 
Technical and Production Services 1990-1991 1989-1990 1988-1989 
Laboratory 35 mm, monochrome 250,049 506,217 291,186 
Footage processed 35 mm, colour DIS NAO22 2,398,405 1,578,288 
and invoiced (in feet): 16 mm, monochrome 647,970 809, 883 1,048 378 

16 mm, colour 9,820,036 10,113,544 10,384,228 
Total 13,232,077 13,828, 049 13,302,080 
Negative cutting Hours invoiced 8,179 9,788 8,776 
Camera 35 mm, monochrome 4 10 B 
Footage shot (in hours): 35 mm, colour 109 We 53 
16 mm, monochrome 56 69 66 
16mm, colour 1,400 1,278 1,009 
Total 1,569 1,429 1,130 
Pre-production technicians — NFB 4,495 4,453 4,396 
Hours invoiced: — freelance VA) 6,484 7,247 
carpenters — NFB 4901 5,800 5,433 
— freelance 870 334 40 
Total 17,467 17,071 17,116 
Sound and projection studios (note 1 ) 6,433 7,397 5,683 
Hours invoiced: transfers and machine room UNS 8,608 7 583 
projection rooms 7,265 9,815 Ti DSL 
sound recordists — NFB 4,926 5,428 5,840 
— freelance 8,633 5,870 6,453 
Total 34,390 SHE ANAS) 33,091 
Music and Effects Footage transferred (in feet} 299,614 398,118 369,718 
Visual Effects Footage shot (in feet) 482,154 194,700 180,666 
Hours invoiced: animation and opticals 7,619 6,920 6,094 
typography and photomechanical SSS 2,984 3,068 
graphic artists 9,100 TP SS2 8,713 
printing 5,766 4,903 5,483 
Total 25,638 26,339 28,858 
Video Services Videocassettes invoiced — NFB 4,002 6,276 8,253 
— contracts ASS 37,066 19,921 
Total (videocassettes) Syl WSIS 43,342 28,174 
Hours invoiced: 
video-to-film transfer 35 30 3] 
telecine transfer - working copy 843 792 770 
videotape transfer 5,000 4,367 4,011 
Rank Cintel - master 2,202 2,052 1,703 
Chyron — titling and subtitling 888 787 781 
Total (hours) 8,968 8,028 7,296 
Engineering Hours invoiced 25,484 27,936 28,863 


Notel:; To reflect the task reorganization, the hours invoiced by the Machine Room are now included with the 
transfers. In 1990-1991, the Machine Room cumulated 1,587 hours; in 1989-1990, 1,986 hours: and 


2,123 in 1988-1989 


52) 


ACID RAIN: A NORTH 
AMERICAN CHALLENGE 
Director Gary Toole 
Producers Gary Toole, 
Craig Graham 


Certificate of Honourable 
Mention 

Social Studies — Conservation 
of Natural Resources Category 
38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


L’AME SOEUR 


Director Ginette Pellerin 
Producers Gilles Bélanger 
(NFB), 


Pierre Duceppe 
(Phare-Est Inc.) 


Coproduced by Les Productions 
du Phare-Est Inc. and NFB 
(French Program, Acadia Centre) 


Award of Excellence for 
Script (Ginette Pellerin, 
Héeléne Harbec} 

Award of Excellence for 
Direction (Ginette Pellerin) 
Award for Most Promising 
New Directors (Andrew Ellis, 
Tom Fitzgerald) 

Atlantic Film Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

September 25 to 30, 1990 


BETWEEN THE WALLS 
Look Again/Mieux Voir series 
Director: Bill Maylone 
Producer: George Johnson 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Pacific Centre) 


Certificate of Merit 

PIMA Media Festival 
(Pacific Instructional 
Media Association) 
Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada 

November 9, 1990 


BLACK MOTHER, BLACK 

DAUGHTER 

Directors: Sylvia Hamilton, 
Claire Prieto 

Producer Shelagh Mackenzie 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Atlantic Centre) 


NFB Kathleen Shannon 
Documentary Award 
Accompanied by a prize of 
$1,000 

26th Short Film and Video 
Festival 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 
Canada 

May 30 to June 3, 1990 


BUILDING A CONSERVER 
SOCIETY 

Conserving for Tomorrow series 
Director Claire Helman 
Producer Tamara Lynch 


Silver Medal, Sound Filmstrip 
Category 

International Film and 
Television Festival 

New York, N.Y., USA 
January 25, 1991 


THE CAT CAME BACK 

Director: Cordell Barker 

Producers: Richard Condie, 
Cordell Barker 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Prairie Centre) 


A.T.O.M. Award 

Highly Commended for 
Children’s Award, Overseas 
Category 

A.T.O.M. Awards (for Short 
Educational Films) 

The Australian Teachers of 
Media and Videotapes 
Melbourne, Australia 

May 4, 1990 


Silver Apple Award, Art of 
Animation Category 

20th National Educational 
Film and Video Festival 
Oakland, California, USA 
May 23 to 28, 1990 


CHERE AMERIQUE 


Parler d’‘Amérique collection 
Director Marilu Mallet 
Producer Eric Michel 


SCAM Award (Société Civile 
des Auteurs Multimédia) for 
Best Creative Documentary. 
Accompanied by a prize of 
FF50,000 

4th International Audiovisual 
Program Festival 

Cannes, France 

January 10 to 15, 1991 


LES CHRONIQUES DE 


L’ATLANTIQUE 
Directors: Mare Paulin, 
Herménégilde Chiasson, 


Rodolphe Caron, 

Ginette Pellerin 
Producers: Gilles Bélanger 

(NFB), 

Pierre Duceppe 

(Phare-Est Inc.) 


Coproduced by Les Productions 
du Phare-Est Inc. and NFB 
(French Program, Acadia Centre} 


Special Award of 
Commendation 

Atlantic Film Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

September 25 to 30, 1990 


«-» COMME UN VOLEUR 


Director Michel Langlois 
Producers Monique Letourneau, 
Doris Girard 


Coproduced by NFB and Les 
Producteurs T.V.Films Associés Inc 


Guy l’Ecuyer Prize (Best 
Actor/Actress) awarded to 
Andrée Lachapelle by the 
Rendez-Vous du Cinéma 
Québécois and France Film 
9e Rendez-Vous du Cinéma 
Québecois 

Montréal, Québec, Canada 
February 7 to 16, 1991 


THE COMPANY OF 


STRANGERS 
Director Cynthia Scott 
Producer David Wilson 


Award of Excellence for Best 
Performance in a Leading 
Role to: 

Constance Garneau 
Winnie Holden 

Cissie Meddings 

Mary Meigs 

Catherine Roche 

Michelle Sweeney 

Beth Webber 

Atlantic Film Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

September 25 to 30, 1990 


Federal Express Award for 
Most Popular Canadian Film 
9th International Film Festival 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada 

September 28 to 

October 4, 1990 


Honourable Mention for Best 
Picture 

Festival of New Canadian 
Cinema 

Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 
October 4 to 7, 1990 


City of Mannheim Grand 
Prix for a First Fiction Film, 
Accompanied by a 

prize of DM20,000 

Special Mention given by the 
Interfilm Jury 

39th Inernational Film Week 
Mannheim, Germany 


October 8 to 13, 1990 


Governors’ Award for Best 
Film Reflecting Canadian 
Experience 

Canadian Film Celebration 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
March 12 to 17, 1991 


THE CROWN PRINCE 
Director: Aaron Kim Johnston 
Producer: Joe MacDonald 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Prairie Centre) in 
collaboration with Health and 
Welfare Canada 


Honourable Mention, Health 
and Medicine Category 
38th International Film and 
Video Festival 

Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1991 


Finalist Certificate, Human 
Relations Category 
International Film and 
Television Festival 

New York, N.Y., USA 
January 25, 1991 


THE DEFENDER 
Director: Stephen Low 
Producer Charles Konowa 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Prairie Centre) 


People’s Choice Award 
International Aviation 
Film/Video Festival 

Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 
August 2 to 4, 1990 


THE DINGLES 


Director Les Drew 
Producer Bill Pettigrew 


Red Ribbon Award, Literary 
Adaptations for Children 
Category 

32nd Annual American Film 
and Video Festival 

San Francisco, California, 
USA 

May 28 to June 2, 1990 


1 9 
ram ae 
7 On: Bang 
Baar a 9 - 
EDGE OF ICE 
Director: William Hansen 


Producers: Adam Symansky, 
Bruce Mackay, 
William Hansen 


Produced by NFB in collaboration 
with Statens Filmcentral (Denmark), 
Multiculturalism Canada, 
Nunatsiakmiut Film Society and 
Inuit Broadcasting Corporation 


Special Jury Award 

Ath International Week of 
Underwater Cinema 

San Sebastian, Spain 
November 26 to 30, 1990 


Bronze Plaque Award, 
Education Category 

38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


ENFANTILLAGE/ 

KID STUFF 

Director: Pierre M. Trudeau 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Festival Award for Human 
Relations 

7th Annual International 
Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 21, 1990 


ETERNAL EARTH 


Director: Larry Weinstein 

Producers: Peter Katadotis, 
Barbara Willis Sweete 
(NFB), 


Larry Weinstein 
(Rhombus Media Inc.) 


Coproduced by Rhombus Media 
Inc. and NFB 


Electra Certificate Award, 
Fine and Performance Arts 
Category 

18th International Educational 
Film Festival 

Birmingham, Alabama, U.S.A. 
April 4 to May 4, 1990 


FROM FLORES 


Director: Stephen McCallum 
Producer: Svend-Erik Eriksen 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program Branch, Pacific Centre} 


Certificate of Excellence 
PIMA Media Festival (Pacific 
Instructional Media 
Association) 

Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada 

November 9, 1990 


HEAD FULL OF 
QUESTIONS 

Growing Up series 

Director: Moira Simpson 
Producer: Jennifer Torrance 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program Branch, Pacific Centre) 


Golden Sheaf Award for Best 
Production for Children 
Queen City Junior Film 
Society Award of $500 

26th Short Film and Video 
Festival 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 
Canada 

May 30 to June 3, 1990 


HOTEL CHRONICLES 
Parler d’Amérique 
collection 

Director Léa Pool 
Producer Eric Michel 


Gold Plaque Award, 
Documentary Film — 
History/Biography Category 
26th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 25, 1990 


A HOUSE DIVIDED: 
CAREGIVER STRESS 
AND ELDER ABUSE 
Director Lyn Wright 
Producer Silva Basmajian 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Ontario Centre) 


Red Ribbon Award, Special 
Needs: The Elderly Category 
32nd Annual American Film 
and Video Festival 

San Francisco, California, USA. 
May 28 to June 2, 1990 


HUNTERS AND 

BOMBERS 

Directors Nigel Markham, 
Hugh Brody 

Producers Rex Tasker (NFB), 
Alan Hayling 
(Nexus Television) 


Coproduced by NFB (English 
Program, Atlantic Centre) and 
Nexus Television in association 
with Channel 4 TV (U.K.) 


Award of Excellence for Sound 
Moonsnail Award for Best 
Documentary under 60 
minutes 

Best Film of the Festival under 
60 minutes 

Atlantic Film Festival 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

September 25 to 30, 1990 


IN HER CHOSEN FIELD 
Director: Barbara Evans 
Producer: Chantal Bowen 


Produced by NFB in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Women’s Film Program 


Golden Sheaf Award for Best 
Documentary under 30 
minutes 

26th Short Film and Video 
Festival 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 
Canada 

May 30 to June 3, 1990 


Award of Merit, 
Television/Public Affairs 
Category 

National Watch on Images 
of Women in the Media Inc. 
(Mediawatch) 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
November 17, 1990 


JOURS DE PLAINE 
Franc-Ouest collection 


Directors Réal Bérard, 
André Leduc 
Producer Thérése Descary 


Produced by NFB in collaboration 
with the Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and British Columbia 
departments of education 


Gold Plaque Award, 
Animation Category 

26th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 25, 1990 


Award for Best Animation 

Film 

Canadian Film Celebration 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
March 12 to 17, 1991 


JUKE-BAR 
Director: Martin Barry 
Producer: Yves Leduc 


Blue Ribbon Award, 
Animation Category 

32nd Annual American Film 
and Video Festival 

San Francisco, California, USA 
May 28 to June 2, 1990 


Special Jury Award 
Public’s Award 

9th World Festival of 
Animated Film 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia 
June 4 to 8, 1990 


Honourable Mention 

7th Annual International 
Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 21, 1990 


Chris Statuette Award, Art 
and Culture/Animation 
Category 

38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


Honourable Mention, 
Animation Category 
BACA Film and Video 
Festival 

Brooklyn, New York, USA 
March 9 to 29, 1991 


JUSTICE DENIED 


Director Paul Cowan 
Producer Adam Symansky 


Honourable Mention, Art 
and Culture Category 
38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


LIFE ON ICE 
Director William Hansen 
Producers: Bruce Mackay, 


William Hansen, 
Adam Symansky 


Bronze Plaque Award, 
Education Category 

38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


MINQON MINQON 


Five Feminist Minutes series 
Director Cathy Martin 
Producer Mary Armstrong 


Moonsnail Award for Short 
Documentary 

Atlantic Film Festival 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

September 25 to 30, 1990 


PELTS: POLITICS OF THE 
FUR TRADE 

Director Nigel Markham 
Producer Kent Nason 


Produced by NFB (English 
Program, Atlantic Centre) 


Chris Statuette Award, Social 
Studies/Citizenship: Civil 
Rights and Liberties, 
Community Action, Ethnic 
Groups, Social and Political 
Reforms Category 

38th Annual Internationa! 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


RENDEZVOUS CANADA, 
1606 


Director Joan Henson 
Producer Bill Brind 


Award for Costume and Set 
Design 

7th Annual International 
Festival of Children’s Films 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 21, 1990 


Certificate of Honourable 
Mention, Social Studies: 
Customs/Folklore Category 
38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


RUSSIAN DAIRY 
Speaking Our Peace series 
Directors Terre Nash, 
Bonnie Sherr Klein 
Producers Terre Nash, 
Bonnie Sherr Klein 
Coproducer: Signe Johansson 


Bronze Plaque Award, Social 
Studies/International 
Relations: Economics, Social 
and Political Developments, 
War and Peace Category 
38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


TO BE/ETRE OU 

NE PAS ETRE 

Director: John Weldon 
Producer David Verrall 


Certificate of Merit Award, 
Animation Category 

26th International Film Festival 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 
October 12 to 25, 1990 


TROUBLE IN THE FOREST 


Director Gary Toole 
Producers Gary Toole, 
Craig Graham 


Produced by NFB in collaboration 
with Cinepro Productions Ltd. and 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation 


Bronze Plaque Award, Social 
Studies/Environment: 
Ecology, Pollution Category 
38th Annual International 
Film and Video Festival 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 
October 23 to 25, 1990 


SPECIAL AWARD 
COLIN LOW 


Governors’ Achievement 
Award 

“in recognition for his 
outstanding contribution to 
the Canadian film industry” 
Canadian Film Celebration 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
March 12 to 17, 1991 


Between March 1990 
and April 1991, the 
National Film Board 


received 53 national 
and international 
honorary awards. 


To the Minister of Communications 


I have audited the balance sheet of the National Film Board as at March 31, 1991 
and the statements of operations, accumulated deficit and accumulated net charge against the Revolving Fund’s 
authority for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Board’s management. 


My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 


I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 
Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 


statement presentation. 


In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Board as at March 31, 1991 and the results of its operations and the changes in its 


financial position for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 


Raymond Dubois, FCA 
Deputy Auditor General 


for the Auditor General of Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
June 7, 1991 


Balance Sheet as at March 31, 1991 


Assets 


Current assets 


Cash 

Accounts receivable 
Government of Canada 
Outside parties 

Advances to coproducers (Note 3) 

Inventories (Note 4) 

Prepaid expenses 


Capital assets (Note 5) 


Cost 
Less: accumulated amortization 


F L M B O A R D 
1991 1990 

$ 286,372 $ 242,513 
1,194,292 1,182,601 
2,708,621 2,414,391 
463,681 381,704 

2 543,327 2,993,892 
723,836 441,975 
7,920,129 7,657,076 
33,043,671 30,792,629 
20,094,703 18,186,295 
12,948,968 12,606,334 

$ 20,869,097 $ 20,263,410 


Approved by Management: 


Glo Co 


Director, Administration, Finance and Personnel 


eas Saeed 
Government Film Commissioner 


8) 


Liabilities 1991 1990 


Current liabilities 


Accounts payable 


Government of Canada $ 1,918,472 $ 2,042,788 
Outside parties 5,005,925 3,551,584 
Accrued salaries and benefits 800,212 574,345 
Advances on productions 292,007 SO5,225 
Current portion of obligation under 
capital leases (Note 6) 417,383 278,830 
Current portion of provision for 
employee termination benefits 400,000 400,000 
8,833,999 TE NoPE AIAG, 


Long-term liabilities 


Obligation under capital leases (Note 6) 796,954 1,006,572 
Provision for employee termination benefits 7 374,783 6,645,167 
Sy IVAN FSV FROO NTS, 

17,005,736 14,804,509 


arsine 


Contingent liability (Note 10) 


Equity of Canada 


Accumulated net charge against 


the Revolving Fund’s authority (Note 7} 11,906,786 12727251 
Accumulated deficit (Note 8) (8,043,425) (7,268,350) 
3,863,361 5,458,901 


$ 20,869,097 $ 20,263,410 


Approved by the Board: 


V2 2 


Member 


Member 


1991 1990 
Statement of Operations Expenses (Noie 9) 
for the year ended 
March 31, 1991 English programming 
Production of films and other 
forms of visual presentation 
Board’s program $ 28,476,131 S272 5731795 
Sponsored production 1,804,746 1,314,539 
Marketing of films and other 
forms of visual presentation 10,417,058 9,575,921 
40,697,395 38,464,255 
French programming 
Production of films and other 
forms of visual presentation 
Board's program 18,754,884 18,348,472 
Sponsored production 12015510 1,086,558 
Marketing of films and other 
forms of visual presentation 4,024,281 3,283,106 
23/9 301675 PPE TEMS. WX} 
General services 
Distribution and other services 10,151,199 9, 459,456 
Research and development 652,046 509,796 
10,803,245 9,969,252 
Management and 
administration 9,192,948 9,636,447 
84,674,803 80,788,090 
Revenues 
Production and marketing of films and 
other forms of visual presentation 
English programming 1 SSoml oi lpeAZ/ S25 
French programming PASS SiS 1,092,032 
Film prints, rentals and royalties 
Canadian distribution 2,319,274 2,347,793 
International distribution 2,613,540 2,320,003 
Services and miscellaneous 977,775 1,153,509 
8,964,168 8,286,160 
Cost of operations for the year $ 75,710,635 $ 72,501,930 


0) 


Statement of 
Accumulated Deficit 
for the year ended 
March 31, 1991 


1991 1990 
Balance, beginning of year $ 7,268,350 S78 Oye. 
Cost of operations for the year Wy MOS 72,501,930 
82,978,985 79 833,702 

Parliamentary appropriation - 
Operations (74,935,560) 72,565,352] 
Balance, end of year $ 8,043,425 $ 7,268,350 


Statement of 
Accumulated Net 
Charge Against the 
Revolving Fund’s 
Authority for the 
year ended 

March 31, 1991 


1991 1990 


Operating activities 
Cost of operations for the year $ (75,710,635) $ (72,501,930) 
Items not affecting the accumulated 

net charge against the 

Revolving Fund’ s authority 


Amortization PIXON VE Aor: 2,03 lS 
Loss (gain) on disposal of capital assets 29,195 (61,963) 
Increase in the provision for 
employee termination benefits 729,616 272,106 
Increase (decrease) in the provision for 
accrued vacations 45,459 (69,090) 
(72,289,200) (69,729,759) 


Decrease in the funded components 


of working capital 1,234,160 557,838 


(71,055,036) (69,171,921) 


Investing activities 


Acquisition of capital assets (2,764,427) (2,897,547) 
Acquisition under capital leases (283,943) (128,648) 
Proceeds from disposal of capital assets 59,376 88 397 

(2,988,994) (2,937,798) 


Financing activities 
Parliamentary appropriation UsSy oye) Jee, 73,185,610 
Increase in the net book value of 

capital assets, net of obligation 


under capital leases (413,699) (620,258) 

74,935,560 [ZION COZ 

Obligation under capital leases 283,943 128,648 
Payments on obligations under 

capital leases (355,008) (380,263) 

74,864,495 TPS ENG TAYE 

Decrease for the year (820,465) (204,018) 

Balance, beginning of year W227 2 12,931,269 

Balance, end of year $ 11,906,786 $1257 27,251 


Notes to Financial 
Statements 
March 31, 1991 


1. Authority and purposes 


The National Film Board was established in 1939 under the National Film Act to initiate and 
promote the production and distribution of films in the national interest and in particular to: 


- produce and distribute, and to promote the production and distribution of films designed 
to interpret Canada to Canadians and to other nations; 


represent the Government of Canada in its relations with persons engaged in commercial 
motion picture film activity in connection with motion picture films for the Government or 
any department thereof; 


engage in research in film activity and to make available the results thereof to persons 
engaged in the production of films; 


- advise the Governor in Council in connection with film activities; and 


- discharge such other duties relating to film activity as the Governor in Council may direct 
it to undertake. 


The Board, through the operation of a revolving fund having a permanent continuing 
authority from Parliament, can make payments out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund for 
working capital and the interim financing of operating costs and the acquisition of capital 
assets and can record the increase in the net book value of capital assets against this 
authority, which provides that the aggregate of admissible working capital and net book 
value of capital assets is not to exceed $20 million at any one time. A parliamentary 
authority, to replenish the revolving fund for net acquisitions of capital assets and the 
admissible cost of operations, is voted annually and recorded in the year to which it applies. 
Any unused balance lapses. 


2. Significant accounting policies 
Production of films and other forms of visual presentation 


All production costs are charged to operations in the year in which they are incurred and 
shown in the statement of operations as follows: 


Board's program 
All costs incurred for unsponsored productions, the Board’s share in coproductions 


and the excess of costs over the sponsor’s contribution for partially-sponsored 
productions. 


Sponsored production 


All costs incurred for fully-sponsored productions and the sponsored costs of partially- 


sponsored productions. 


3) 


Revenues from production of films and other forms of visual presentation are accounted for 
at an amount equal to the sponsored production costs during the year in which these costs 
are incurred. Any profit is recognized in the year the production is completed. 


Film prints 


The cost of prints made for sale purposes is recorded as inventories. The cost of other prints 
is expensed on a current basis. 


Inventories 

Productions in progress are carried at the cumulative amount of costs incurred for each 
production exceeding advances invoiced, up to the amount of the sponsored unbilled 
balance. On the other hand, any cumulative excess of advances invoiced over costs incurred 
is recorded as advances on productions. 


Materials and supplies are carried at the average cost. 


Film prints and other forms of visual presentation held for sale are carried at the lower of the 
average direct cost of production and net realizable value. 


Capital assets 


Capital assets are carried at cost. Amortization is calculated on the straight-line method over 
the estimated useful lives of the assets, as follows: 


Technical equipment 5 to 20 years 
Data processing equipment 3 to 10 years 
Office furniture 10 to 20 years 
Office equipment 10 to 15 years 
Rolling stock 5 to 10 years 


Leasehold improvements are charged to operations as incurred. 


The Board enters into operating lease agreements to acquire the exclusive use of certain 
capital assets. These rental fees are charged to operations in the year to which they apply. 
The Board also enters into capital lease agreements by which substantially all the benefits 
and risks incident to ownership of the assets are transferred to the Board. The Board then 
records an asset and an obligation corresponding to the fair value of the acquisition price of 
the asset (excluding any interest expenditure). The assets recorded from a capital lease 
agreement are amortized on the same basis as other assets owned by the Board and the 
obligations are amortized over the lease term. 


Employee termination benefits 
On termination of employment, employees of the Board are entitled to certain benefits 


provided for under their collective agreements and their conditions of employment. The cost 
of these benefits is expensed in the year in which they are earned. 


oa) 


Pension plan 


All employees participate in the superannuation plan administered by the Government of 
Canada. The employees and the Board contribute equally to the cost of the plan. This 
contribution represents the total liability of the Board. Contributions in respect of current 
service and admissible past service are expensed during the year in which payments are 
made. The terms of payment for past service are set by the applicable purchase conditions in 
effect, generally over the number of years of service remaining prior to retirement. 


3. Advances to coproducers 


The Board advanced amounts to coproducers to temporarily finance a portion of their 
production costs and in order to avoid delaying production schedules. These advances are 
reimbursable according to the degree of advancement of productions. Concurrently, the 
coproducers have assigned to the Board amounts owed or amounts that could be owed by 
Telefilm Canada. 


4. Inventories 1991 1990 

Productions in progress $ 954,426 $1,020,729 

Materials and supplies (PAI ee fone 1,380,929 
Film prints and other forms of 

visual presentation held for sale B/3)39 592,234 

$ 2,543,327 $ 2,993,892 


N A F M O R D 
5. Capital assets 

Balance, Balance, 
beginning end of 
Cost of year Acquisitions Disposals year 
Technical equipment $ 22,764,597 $ 1,904,591 $ 373,620 $24,295,568 
Data processing equipment 4,413,964 626,998 360,709 4,680,253 
Office furniture: 1,079,061 156,140 6,899 152287302 
Office equipment 604,990 54,320 22,603 636,707 
Rolling stock 94,068 DOEOTG 33,497 82,949 
28,956,680 2,764,427 797 328 8O0,9237779 

Equipment under capital lease 
Data processing equipment 1,822,301 283,943 2,106,244 
Office equipment 13,648 - 13,648 
Ipsso, 749 283,943 ZW RO OZ 
$ 30,792,629 $ 3,048,370 $797,328 $33,043,671 
Balance, Balance, 
Accumulated beginning end of 
amortization of year Amortization Decrease year 
Technical equipment $ 14,626,041 $ 1,566,419 $ 353,447 $15,839,013 
Data processing equipment 2,528,896 648,736 312,296 2,865,336 
Office furniture 411,256 66,352 87 AVATE SA 
Office equipment 321,241 47,108 20,816 S47 536 
Rolling stock 71,845 5) Koy”: 22 ll 55,496 
VSP: 72, KEV SVL 708,757 19,584,899 

Equipment under capital lease 
Data processing equipment 225,424 2B AZS 506,847 
Office equipment 1592 1,365 PAR key 
227,016 282,788 509,804 
$ 18,186,295 $ 2,617,165 $708,757 $20,094,703 


6. Obligation under capital leases 


The Board entered into agreements to rent data processing equipment and office equipment 
under capital leases. The assets were capitalized at $2,119,892 using implicit interest rates 
varying from 7% to 15%. The related obligations are liquidated over the 3-year and 5-year 
lease terms and are segregated between current and long-term portions on the balance 
sheet. Minimum lease payments for the year ended March 31, 1991 totalled $483,329, 
including interest of $128,321, charged to operations. 


Obligation under capital leases includes the following: 


Future lease payments 


1992 $ 521,611 
1993 OV Sil 74 
1994 401,010 
1,427,138 

Less: interest 212,801 
evs S74 

Current portion 417,383 
Long-term portion $ 796,954 


7. Accumulated net charge against the Revolving Fund’s authority 


1991 1990 
Funded components of working capital Se APA ISS) $ 1,406,319 
Net book value of capital assets 12,948,968 12,606,334 
Obligation under capital leases (1,214,337) (1,285,402) 


$ 11,906,786 Pil2,727,201 


8. Accumulated deficit 


Comprised of the following unfunded cumulative expenses: 


1991 1990 
Accrued vacations $ 268,642 $ 223,183 
Employee termination benefits 
shortterm 400,000 400,000 
long-term 7 374,783 6,645,167 
$ 8,043,425 $ 7,268,350 
9. Expenses 
1991 1990 
Salaries and benefits $ 44,046,619 $ 41,442,765 
Rentals 9,067,487 9,302,148 
Professional and special services LOA SS L071 O4 
Transportation and communications 5,668,246 5/807, 557 
Cash financing in coproductions 4,614,898 4918315 
Materials and supplies 4,195,681 2,981,208 
Amortization 2,617,165 ZO3 tis 
Repair and upkeep 2,501,093 1,083,576 
Contracted film production and 
laboratory processing 2,057,845 2,418,316 
Information 716253 1,748,344 
Miscellaneous ORS S83 885,039 
$ 84,674,803 $ 80,788,090 


10. Contingent liability 


The Board is the defendant in a pending claim and lawsuit for an amount totalling 
$260,000. It is the opinion of Management that this action, if as and when resolved, will 
not result in any substantial liabilities to the Board. 


Qationat FILM BOARD OF CANADA OFFICES AND PARTNER LIBRARIES 


HEAD OFFICE 


Ottawa, Ontario 


150 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM9 

Tel.: (613) 992-3615 


OPERATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


Norman McLaren Building 
3155 Céte de Liesse Road 
St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 


John Grierson Building 
125 Houde Street 
St. Laurent, Québec H4N 253 


Tel.: (514) 283-9000 


POSTAL ADDRESS 


P.O. Box 6100 
Station A 
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3H5 


DELIVERY ADDRESS 


Norman McLaren Building 
3155 Céte de Liesse Road 
St. Laurent, Quebec H4N 2N4 


DIALCOM 
20: GOC 148 


DISTRIBUTION 


IN 
CANADA 


ALBERTA 


NFB Video and Film Service 
Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3010 


Partner Library: 


Calgary Public Library 
616 Macleod Trail S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 2M2 
Tel.: (403) 292-5338 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


NFB Video and Film Service 
1045 Howe Street, Suite 100 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6Z 2B1 

Tel.: (604) 666-0716 


Partner Libraries: 


Prince George Public Library 
887 Dominion Street 

Prince George, British Columbia 
V2 SLI 

Tel.: (604) 563-9251 


Greater Victoria Public Library 
735 Broughton Street 
Victoria, British Columbia 
V8W 3H2 

Tel.: (604) 382-7241 


MANITOBA 


NFB Video and Film Service 
245 Main Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A7 
Tel.: (204) 983-4131 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


NFB Video and Film Service 
Terminal Plaza Building 
1222 Main Street 

Moncton, New Brunswick 
EIC 1H6 

Tel.: (506) 851-6101 


Partner Library: 


Saint John Regional Library 
1 Market Place, 3rd floor 
Saint John, New Brunswick 
E2L 4Z6 

Tel.: (506) 636-4996 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


NFB Video and Film Service 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert Building 

80 Water Street 

St. John’s, Newfoundland AlC 1G4 
Tel.: (709) 772-5005 


Partner Library: 


Corner Brook City Library 

Sir Richard Squires Building 
Corner Brook, Newfoundland 
A2H 6J8 

Tel.: (709) 634-0013 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Partner Library 


Government of N.W.T 
Department of Education 
Media and Information Services 
P.O. Box 1320 

Yellowknife, N.W.T 

X1A 2L9 

Tel.: (403) 873-7672 


NOVA SCOTIA 


NFB Video and Film Service 
Queens Court 

5475 Spring Garden Road 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 1G2 
Tel.: (902) 426-6001 


Partner Library 


University College of Cape Breton 
Glace Bay/Sydney Highway 

P.O. Box 7770 

Sydney, Nova Scotia B1P 6K7 


Tel.: (902) 564-777( 


ONTARIO 


NFB Video and Film Service 
150 Kent Street 

Ottawa, Ontario KIA OM9 
Tel.: (613) 996-4861 


NFB Video and Film Service 
150 John Street 

Toronto, Ontario MS5V 3C3 
Tel.: (416) 973-9110 


Partner Libraries: 


Dundas Public Library 

18 Ogilvie Street 

Dundas, Ontario LPH 282 
Tel.: (416) 627-3507 


Kitchener Public Library 

85 Queen Street North 
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 2H] 
Tel.: (519) 743-0271 


London Public Library 
305 Queen's Avenue 
London, Ontario N6B 3L7 
Tel.: (519) 661-5100 


Vision Plus 

Le Carrefour Francophone de 
Sudbury 

20 St. Anne Road 

Sudbury, Ontario P3C 5N4 
Tel.: (705) 675-6493 ext. 22 


Thunder Bay Public Library 
Brodie Resource Library 

216 Brodie Street South 
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7E 1C2 
Tel.: (807) 623-0925 


Frontenac County Public Library 
Kingston Township Branch 

130 Days Road 

Kingston, Ontario K7M 3P8 

Tel.: (613) 389-261 1 


North Bay Public Library 
271 Worthington Street East 
North Bay, Ontario P1B 1H] 
Tel.: (705) 474-3332 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


Partner Library 


Government of Prince Edward 
Island 

Department of Education 
Media Centre 

202 Richmond Street 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., CIA 1J2 
Tel.: (902) 368-4641 


QUEBEC 


NFB Video and Film Service 
Complexe Guy-Favreau, 

Suite 005 

200 René-Lévesque Blvd West 
Montreal, Quebec H2Z 1X4 
Tel.: (514) 283-4823/4824 


Partner Libraries: 


Bibliotheque municipale 
Gabrielle-Roy 

350 St. Joseph Street East 
Quebec, Quebec G1K 3B2 
Tel.: (418) 648-3852 


Centre Socio-Culturel 

Ville de Chicoutimi 

530 Jacques-Cartier Street East 
Chicoutimi, Quebec GZH 1Z5 
Tel.: (418) 543-0711 


Bibliothéque municipale 

de Rimouski 

110 de l’Evéché St. East 
Rimouski, Quebec G5L 1X9 
Tel.: (418) 722-3086 


CEGEP de |'Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue 

425 College Blvd 

P.O. Box 1500 

Rouyn-Noranda, Quebec J9X 5E5 
Tel.: (819) 762-6051 


Bibliotheque municipale 

de Sherbrooke 

450 Marquette Street 
Sherbrooke, Quebec J]H 1M4 
Tel.: (819) 822-6019 


Bibliothéque municipale 

de Trois-Riviéres 

1225 Place de |’Hétel de Ville 
Trois-Riviéres, Quebec G9A 457 
Tel.: (819) 372-4630 


SASKATCHEWAN 


NFB Video and Film Service 
424 - 21st Street East 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
S7K 0C2 

Tel.: (306) 975-4245 


Partner Library: 


Regina Public Library 

2311 - 12th Avenue 

Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3Z5 
Tel.: (306) 777-6018 


YUKON 


Partner Library: 


Government of Yukon 
Department of Education 
Libraries and Archives 

P.O. Box 2703 

Whitehorse, Yukon YIA 2C6 
Tel.: (403) 667-5240 


DISTRIBUTION 


OUTSIDE 
CANADA 


UNITED STATES 

New York 

16th Floor 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N. Y. 10020 
Tel.: (212) 586-5131 


ENGLAND 
London 

| Grosvenor Square 
London W1X OAB 
England 

Tel.: (1) 626-9492 


FRANCE 
Paris 

15, rue Berri 
75008 Paris 


France 


Tel.: (1) 43.59.18.60 


PRODUCTION 


ENGLISH PRODUCTION 
CENTRES 


ATLANTIC 


Queen's Court Building 

5475 Spring Garden Road 
2nd Floor 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3) 1G2 
Tel.: (902) 426-6000 


ONTARIO 


150 John Street 
Toronto, Ontario MS5V 3C3 
Tel.: (416) 973-3012 


PRAIRIE 


245 Main Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1A7 
Tel.: (204) 983-3160 


NORTH WEST 


Canada Place 

9700 Jasper Avenue, Suite 120 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4C3 
Tel.: (403) 495-3013 


PACIFIC 
1045 Howe Street, Suite 100 


Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 2B 1 
Tel.: (604) 666-3838 


FRENCH PRODUCTION 
CENTRES 


ACADIA 


Terminal Plaza Building 
1222 Main Street 
Moncton, New Brunswick 
EGG 

Tel.: (506) 851-6104 


ONTARIO 
150 John St. 


Toronto, Ontario MS5V 3C3 
Tel.: (416) 973-2225 


TOLL-FREE SERVICE 


Atlantic Canada 
1-800-561-7104 


Quebec 
1-800-363-0328 


Ontario 
1-800-267-7710 


Western and Northern Canada 
1-800-661-9867 


Customer Services 


Fax: 1-514-283-7564 
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